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‘Part of all of us burns’ Macron joins distressed 
Parisians as blaze engulfs 850-year-old cathedral 
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CUMBRIA 

2015 storm repairs 
yet to be completed 

Nearly 150 roads and bridges in 
Cumbria still need to be fully repaired 
in the wake of 2015’s Storm Desmond 
which devastated the county with 
extensive flooding. The council said 
830 projects have been completed 
and a further 115 schemes are in 
progress, but 32 are yet to start. 


POLICE 

Officer quits before 
misconduct hearing 

A police chief inspector accused of 
having sex with a female colleague 
while on duty has quit. Robert Leet, 
of Sussex Police, was also alleged to 
have had a relationship with a victim 
of domestic abuse. He chose not 
to attend a misconduct hearing in 
Lewes yesterday, claiming it was an 
“abuse of process”. 


SOCIETY 

Miss Wales entry 
rules ‘outdated’ 

Equality groups criticised the rules 
for the Miss Wales pageant claiming 
the stipulation that entrants are 
unmarried, have never had children 
and are aged 16-26 “outdated” and 
breaching the Equality Act. Sarah 
Sweeney, of the Women’s Equality 
Network Wales said they were “not 
fit for the 21st century”. 


TRAVEL 

Union calls off strike 
at Glasgow airport 

A 24-hour strike which was planned 
at Glasgow airport today has been 
suspended. The industrial action 
was proposed by members of the 
Unite union in a row over pay and 
pensions. A joint statement from 
Unite, Prospect and AGS Airports 
said that progress on pay had been 
made during discussions at Acas. 


RADIO 

Tully sad at end of 
religious broadcast 

Sir Mark Tully has spoken of his 
sadness that his radio programme 
Something Understood is to end 
after 24 years, saying he believes 
the BBC is “underestimating” it. 
The BBC Radio 4 show has been 
exploring religion and spirituality 
since 1995, but its run on the station 
will end this weekend. 
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Without music, life would 
be a mistake 
FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE 
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Birthdays 

Bobby Vinton, singer, 
84; Ellen Barkin, actress, 
65; Jimmy Osmond 
(below), singer, 56; Martin 
Lawrence, comedian, 54; 
Aaron Lennon, footballer, 
32; Baroness Bakewell, 
journalist, 86 



Anniversaries 

Monday 16 April 1943 

Albert Hofmann, a Swiss 
chemist at the Sandoz 
research Laboratory 
in Basel, accidentally 
consumes LSD-25, a 
synthetic drug he had 
created in 1938. After 

taking it, he was disturbed 
by unusual sensations 
and hallucinations. 
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Papers win Pulitzers Judges avoid saying 
for White House news rude brand name 


The Wall Street Journal and The 
New York Times have won Pulitzer 
Prizes for their reporting on US 
President Donald Trump’s election 
and his White House administration. 
The awards were announced at a 
ceremony at Columbia University 
in New York’s Graduate School of 
Journalism last night. 
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How menopause 
affects work and life 


As many as 14 million working 
days are lost because women have 
to take time out of their working 
day to alleviate symptoms of 
the menopause. According 
to research commissioned 
by Health & Her, hundreds of 
thousands of women leave their 
career annually because of the 
difficulties in managing the 
menopause. The survey found 
that other aspects of life were 
affected. The nine areas are: 

1 Mood (62%) 

2 Sex drive (46%) 

3 Mental health (31%) 

4 Relationship with partner (27%) 
5 Social life (20%) 

6 Time spent on hobbies/leisure 
activities (15%) 

7 Relationship with members 
of family (12%) 

8 = Relationship with children (8%) 
8 = Relationship with friends (8%) 

Source: The research was 
commissioned by Health &Her 
and carried out by Censuswide 
in March 2019 


Supreme Court justices managed 
to discuss a trademark case against 
a Los Angeles-based fashion brand, 
called F-U-C-T, without saying 
the name. The case concerns a 
federal law that says officials should 
not register trademarks that are 
“scandalous” or “immoral”. The 
case continues. 


Trump offers Boeing 
‘business advice’ 

President Donald Trump has offered 
some unsolicited advice to Boeing, 
manufacturer of the troubled 
737 Max jet. Mr Trump tweeted 
yesterday that if he were in charge 
of the company, he would “FIX” the 
plane, “add some additional great 
features, & REBRAND the plane 
with a new name”. 


Ambulances to get 
armed escorts 

Red Cross ambulances in the 
city of Salamanca will get armed 
escorts for the most risky calls, 
after services were closed over the 
weekend because of violence. Police 
will accompany the Red Cross “on 
the high risk or high-impact calls”. 
The majority of these will be calls 
related to gunshot victims. 



Conception rates for women aged 40 years and over are rising, making them the only age 
group experiencing an increase. Figures from the Office for National Statistics for 2017 
showed a 2.6 per cent rise in conception in this age group in England and Wales compared 
with the previous year. An ONS spokeswoman suggested that the increase could relate to 
the rising costs of childbearing and housing, as more women delay having a family. 


Conception rates in 
2017 decreased for 
women in all age 
groups, except for 
those aged 40 years 
and over where the 
rate increased by 
2.6 per cent 



847,204 

conceptions in 2017 to 
women of all ages, a 
decrease of 1.8 per cent; 
the Largest decrease 



SCOTTISH BIRTH RATES 

Fourth quarter 2018 

12,580 

births in Scotland, the Lowest 
ever fourth quarter total and 
5.9 per cent Lower than the 
average of the Last five years 


A 


For the 10th year in a 
row, the number of 
conceptions and the 
conception rate for 
women aged under 18 
years decreased in 
England and Wales 


SOURCE: ONS, NATIONAL RECORDS OF SCOTLAND 


Newspapers support recycling. 
% The recycled paper content 
of UK newspapers in 2017 
was 64.6% 
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DAIRY FARMER WANTED, 
BRING YOUR OWN COWS 



That’s an unusual job advert - surely 
it’s a prank? 

No. It is quite serious. The island of 
Sark is Looking for a dairy farmer who 
can bring their own herd over to the 
island, which is situated in the south 
west of the English Channel, off the 
coast of Normandy. 

What sort of credentials are needed? 

According to Richard Axton, 

Organiser of the Sark Community 
Dairy, the job spec is pretty 
straightforward. “We need people 
with dairy farming experience. Ideally 
a couple who are wanting to develop 
a new business.” For the past year 
the island has been importing dairy 
products, but it now wants to return 
to producing them Locally. 

What happened to the last 
dairy farmer? 

Christopher Nightingale closed the 
dairy on Sark after 30 years. He 


blamed rising costs and workload, 
among other things, for the closure. 

What is so special about Sark dairy? 

According to islander Caragh 
CouLdridge, when she tasted 
the cream on Sark she saw an 
opportunity. Now she is an award¬ 
winning chocoLatier - and she would 
very much Like the Sark-produced 
cream back again. 

Any perks of the job? 

Visiting Sark, so the tourism spiel 
goes, is Like going back in time. It is 
one of the few places in the world 



where cars are banned. So expect 
to see horses and traps, the odd 
tractor and cyclists. The island has a 
population of around 400 and boasts 
spectacular wildlife. It has no public 
Lighting and is a Dark Sky community 
as its Lack of Light pollution allows 
naked-eye astronomy. It has its own 
set of Laws, based on Norman Law; its 
own parliament; and no income tax. 
The inhabitants Look Like good sorts. 
Dave Scott, a sheep farmer and tree 
surgeon, is also a rock star on the side 
in his band, The Big Sheep. 

So how do I apply? 

Best check the website sark.co.uk 
before you take the plunge. But bear 
in mind that there are no airports on 
the island, so travelling from Britain 
would entail two ferry rides, which 
would take at Least four hours. So 
make sure your herd can stomach the 
crossings before you apply. 

Jane Clinton 


IRELAND 

Road renamed in 
tribute to R2D2 

A road in the Republic of Ireland has 
been renamed the R2D2 in tribute 
to one of the Star Wars films’ most 
famous characters. New signs were 
unveiled on what was the R242 near 
Malin Head in Co Donegal to mark 
the location where scenes from 
the most recent instalment of the 
franchise, The Last Jedi, were filmed. 


GERMANY 

Man with the golden 
Porsche banned 

German police ordered a golden 
Porsche off the road for being too 
shiny. A 31-year-old driver was 
stopped in Hamburg and told his 
Porsche Panamera, sporting a 
reflective gold foil finish, might blind 
other drivers and was a danger. He 
ignored the instruction, and was 
fined when stopped a second time. 


GREECE 

President: liberate 
the Elgin Marbles 

Greece’s President has called for 
Britain to free the Elgin Marbles 
from the “murky prison” of a 
museum, upping the rhetoric in the 
campaign for the sculptures’ return. 
President Prokopis Pavlopoulos 
spoke at Athens’ Acropolis Museum, 
which he hopes will one day house 
the classical relics. 

RUSSIA 

Priest banished over 
beauty contest wife 

A Russian orthodox priest has been 
exiled into service in a remote village 
as punishment because his wife took 
part in a beauty pageant during 
Lent. Sergei Zotov was dismissed 
from his post after his wife, Oksana 
Zotova, who runs a beauty salon, 
won the Miss Sensuality prize at 
the contest. 
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Letter from 
the Editor 

Oliver Duff 
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Le desastre 

One need not believe in God to 
marvel at Notre-Dame. 

There are few peacetime 
precedents for the cultural 
disaster that unfolded Last night 
in Paris. Huge crowds watched in 
horror as this catastrophic blaze 
took hold, gasping as the spire 
collapsed. Firefighters battled to 
save priceless artworks and relics. 

The cathedral, one of European 
civilisation’s treasures, was 
a masterpiece of creative 
ambition, a Living monument 
to faith, compassion and 
human endeavour - and for 
850 years a survivor. 

Even when angry mobs 
desecrated its contents, “Our 
Lady” endured, from the 
Huguenots (1548) to the Second 
World War Liberation of Paris, 
which Left its walls buLLet- 
pocked but standing. French 
revolutionaries turned 
Notre-Dame into a warehouse 
for food, melted its bells to make 
cannon balls, and mistook 28 
statues of Judaean kings for 
French monarchs, beheading 
them. In Britain, we have no 
building of equivalent cultural 
and historical significance. 

Before the Latest renovation, 
parts of the building were in 
decrepit condition. Flying 
buttresses and roof tiles were 
crumbling, plastic piping used to 
mend medieval gargoyles - the 
French government reluctant to 
pay the full cost of restoring its 
glories. That will change. 

“Everything is burning. Nothing 
will remain from the frame,” 
a cathedral spokesman said. 
Mercifully, Lives were spared. 

Paris will come together to 
support the rebuild. The walls 
of Notre-Dame will rise again. 
Right now, though, as emergency 
services examine the wreckage, 
we have time to reflect on history 
Lost, and on the possibilities of the 
human spirit. 
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NOTRE-DAMEFIRE 



COVERSTORY 

Huge blaze ravages Notre-Dame 



By Sybille de La Hamaide 
and Julie Carriat 

IN PARIS 

A catastrophic fire engulfed the 
world-famous Notre-Dame cathedral 
in Paris last night, toppling its spire 
and threatening the entire wooden 
frame of the building. 

Emmanuel Gregoire, the deputy 
mayor of the French capital, said 
that the 850-year-old building had 
suffered “colossal damages” and 
emergency crews were trying to 
salvage the art and other priceless 
treasures stored inside. One fireman 
was seriously injured. 

A spokesman for the cathedral 
said the entire wooden interior was 
burning and likely to be destroyed. 

Speaking outside the cathedral as 
flames spread to one of its two tow¬ 
ers, the chief of the Paris fire depart¬ 
ment, Jean-Claude Gallet, initially 


warned that officers were unsure 
whether they could save the medi¬ 
eval structure. However, the fire bri¬ 
gade confirmed late last night that 
the cathedral had been saved from 
total destruction. 

Earlier, the President, Emmanuel 
Macron, visited the scene to meet 
firefighters and said that the whole 
nation was moved by the disaster. 
“Like all our compatriots, I am sad 
this evening to see this part of all of 
us burn,” he wrote on social media. 

Prosecutors opened an investi¬ 
gation while the cathedral was still 
burning out of control. French media 
reported that police were treating it 
as an “accident” but the junior inte¬ 
rior minister, Laurent Nunez, said 
at the scene: “It is too early to deter¬ 
mine the causes of the fire.” 

The cathedral - one of the world’s 
most famous tourist attractions, 
which receives 12 million visitors a 


Smoke and flames rise above at Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, which has been 
undergoing renovation; people pray (below) as the the 850-year-old landmark 
burns last night HUBERT HITIER/AFP/GETTY; CHRISTOPHE ENA/AP 



year - was in the midst of renova¬ 
tions, with some sections under 
scaffolding. Bronze statues were re¬ 
moved last week as part of the works. 

Last year, the Catholic Church in 
France appealed for funds to save 
the crumbling building. 

Thousands of people gathered 
on bridges and streets around the 
cathedral and watched in shock as 
fire steadily engulfed the structure. 
Some wept openly, while others sang 
hymns. They saw the flames spread 
across the roof before consuming the 
spire, causing it to collapse and send¬ 
ing a huge plume of smoke into the 
sky above the city as ash fell steadily 
over the surrounding area. Several 
churches around the capital rang 
their bells in response to the blaze. 

Firefighters tried to contain the 
blaze with water hoses and cleared 
the area around Notre-Dame, 
which sits on the lie de la Cite - one 
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- but fire crews save French icon 



of two natural islands on the River 
Seine within Paris - and marks the 
very centre of Paris. The whole is- 
landwas evacuated. 

Foreign leaders sent messages of 
condolence. The German Chancellor, 
Angela Merkel, called the cathedral a 
“symbol of France and our European 
culture”, while the president of the 
European Commission, Jean-Claude 
Juncker, said: “Notre-Dame de Paris 
belongs to all humanity. What a sad 
spectacle. What horror. I share the 
emotion of the French nation, which 
is also our own.” REUTERS 


/ Z \The Vatican said that news 
1 A M of the bLaze was shocking 
and called the cathedral, a “symbol, 
of Christianity in France and in 
the worLd” and said the Pope was 
praying for the firefighters. 



ifllSMSl 


The steeple of the landmark Notre-Dame Cathedral collapses as the cathedral is engulfed in flames AFP/G ETTY l MAGES 


REACTION 


‘Like all of my countrymen, I am sad 
tonight to see this part of us burn’ 


By Jane Clinton and David Connett 

The destruction visited on the 
historic medieval cathedral of 
Notre-Dame was like witnessing 
“part of us burn”, French 
President Emmanuel Macron said 
last night. 

Visibly shaken he said his 
thoughts were with “all Catholics 
and all French people”. “Like all 
of my countrymen,” he added. “I 
am sad tonight to see this part of 
us burn.” 

Mr Macron had earlier 
cancelled an important televised 
speech to the nation because of the 
fire, an Elysee Palace official said. 

The Mayor of Paris, Anne 
Hidalgo, expressed her heartache 
at “mourning” the devastation 
of the cathedral and invoked the 
city’s Latin motto to offer hope. 

“Tonight, all Parisians and 
Frenchmen mourn this emblem of 
our common history,” she tweeted. 
“From our motto, we will draw 
the strength to rise. Fluctuatnec 
mergitur.” Fluctuat nec mergitur 
is roughly translated as “[she] 
is tossed by the waves but does 
not sink”. 

Historian Camille Pascal 
told the French broadcaster 
BFMTV the fire was destroying 
“invaluable heritage”. 

“For 800 years the cathedral 
has watched over Paris”, he said. 
“Happy and unfortunate events 


for centuries have been marked by 
the bells of Notre Dame. We can be 
only horrified by what we see.” 

Architectural historian Jean- 
Louis Cohen tweeted: “It goes 
beyond religion, it goes beyond 
art... it has taken the weight of 
being a national symbol.” 

“It is like losing a member 
of one’s own family,” said 
Pierre Guillaume Bonnet, 45, a 
marketing director. “For me there 
are so many memories tied up in 



President Macron visited the 
cathedral during the blaze REUTERS 


it.” He added: “It’s really kind of 
scary. ‘France is not doing very 
well and it is these symbols we 
are losing. I am afraid this is a 
bad sign.” 

Parisians gathered to say 
prayers and sing hymns in front of 
the neighbouring Saint Julien Les 
Pauvres church as the fire burned 
a few hundred meters away. 

Paris Archbishop Michel 
Aupetit last night invited priests 
across France to ring their church 
bells in a call for prayers. 

The Louvre Museum in Paris 
said in a statement: “The fire 
which has struck Notre Dame 
Cathedral in Paris is a tragedy 
for world heritage. The Louvre 
expresses its deepest admiration 
and solidarity with those who are 
currently battling the flames.”. 

Westminster Abbey in London 
posted a message of consolation 
on social media last night: 
“Devastated for our friends at 
#NotreDame and for the people of 
France. You are in our thoughts 
and prayers tonight,” it said. 

Prime Minister Theresa May 
echoed the message, saying her 
thoughts “are with the people 
of France tonight and with the 
emergency services who are 
fighting the terrible blaze”. 

Justin Trudeau, the Canadian 
Prime Minister tweeted: 
“Absolutely heartbreaking to see 
the Notre-Dame in flames.” 


A chequered history 

The Cathedral of Notre-Dame de 
Paris (“Our Lady of Paris”) is built 
on a site in the former Roman city 
of Lutetia which is believed to have 
housed a pagan temple and then 
a Romanesque Christian church, 
the Basilica of Saint Etienne, built 
between the 4th and 7th centuries. 

As a result of the political and 
dynastic ambitions of King Louis 
VII (1137-80), eager for monuments 
to show that Paris was the political, 
economic and cultural capital of 
France, the old church was torn 
down to be replaced with a taller 
cathedral. Work began in 1160 and 
was Largely completed by 1260. 
Over the centuries, the cathedral 
underwent numerous alterations. 

It survived the depredations 
of the French Revolution when 
it was rededicated to the Cult of 
Reason, and then to the Cult of 
the Supreme Being, with many 
of its treasures plundered while 
the building itself was used as a 
food warehouse. The 28 statues of 
biblical kings at the west facade, 
mistaken for statues of French 
kings, were beheaded. Many of 
the heads were found during an 
excavation in 1977, and are on 
display at the Musee de CLuny. 

In July 1801, Napoleon 
Bonaparte agreed to restore the 
cathedral to the Church and it 
was the setting for his imperial 
coronation in 1804 and Later 
his marriage to Marie-Louise of 
Austria in 1810. 

By the early 19th century, it was 
functioning as a religious building 
but described as “half-ruined 
inside and battered without”. 

In 1831, Victor Hugo’s novel 
The Hunchback of Notre-Dame 
highlighted the cathedral’s plight. 

In 1844, King Louis Philippe 
ordered its restoration, which took 
25 years. 

In 1963, to mark the cathedral’s 
800th anniversary, the facade 
was cleaned. Another campaign 
of cleaning and restoration was 
carried out from 1991-2000. 

The cathedral receives 12 
million visitors per year. 



The facade of Notre Dame in 1922 
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Javid: I could have turned 
to crime as a teenager 


By Nigel Morris 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

Sajid Javid said that he could have 
been lured into drug-dealing and 
shoplifting as a teenager as he spoke 
of his fears that his children might 
fall victim to the surge in knife crime. 

In a speech declaring his determi¬ 
nation to tackle the roots of offend¬ 
ing, the Home Secretary called for 
violent crime to be treated as a na¬ 
tional emergency. He confessed that 
he could have fallen foul of the law as 
a boy but for the influence of his par¬ 
ents, teachers and his future wife. 

Mr Javid, who is a front-runner to 
succeed Theresa May, was brought 
up in Bristol, in what was described 
as Britain’s most dangerous street. 

“There were the pupils at school 
that shoplifted, and asked if I wanted 
to help. There were the drug dealers 
who stood near my school gates and 
told me that if joined in, I too could 
make some easy money,” he said in a 
speech to youth workers and police 
officers in east London yesterday. 

“It’s not so difficult to see how, in¬ 
stead of being in the Cabinet, I could 
have actually turned out to have a 
life of crime myself.” 

Mr Javid, who has three daugh¬ 
ters and a son, said: “I may be 
the Home Secretary, but I’m not 



Sajid Javid speaking about crime at 
the Oval Space in east London PA 


Target In the thick of it 

■ Criticised as Business Secretary 
for missing steeL-industry taLks - 
as thousands of jobs hung in the 
baLance - whiLe on a trip to Australia. 

■ Tipped for the sack if Mrs May had 
won a big Commons majority in 
June 2017. Instead he was promoted 
to the Home Office nine months 
after the generaL eLection. 

■ Tore up Mrs May’s Legacy at the 
Home Office, overturning her 
opposition to the medicinaL use of 
cannabis and ditching her “hostiLe 
environment” for iLLegaL immigrants. 

■ Accused of pLaying to the gaLLery 
by deploying a Border Force cutter 
to the EngLish Channel after an 
increase in numbers of migrants 
trying to cross from France. 


ashamed to confess I have stayed 
up late waiting to hear the key turn¬ 
ing in the door, and only then going 
to bed knowing they [his children] 
have come home safe and sound. 

“I know that if I don’t feel safe 
on the streets, if I don’t think the 
streets are safe enough for my own 
children, or if we see our communi¬ 
ties being torn apart by crime, then 
something has gone terribly wrong.” 

Mr Javid, who is 49, added: “Like 
any other dad, when I watch the 
news and see the faces of all those 
young victims of knife crime, I de¬ 
spair at the waste of those lives. 

“Many of those lost are a similar 
age to my own children and so some¬ 
times I cannot help but see the faces 
of my own children in the pictures of 
those many victims.” 

He called for violent crime to be 
treated like the “outbreak of some 
virulent disease” and argued that 
the “mindset of government needs 
to shift” to reduce the bloodshed. 

The number of fatal stabbings 
reached a record high last year, with 
285 in England and Wales in 2017- 
18. The number of victims aged be¬ 
tween 16 and 24 rose by 45 per cent. 

Theresa May, hosting a youth 
violence summit earlier this month, 
warned: “We cannot simply arrest 
ourselves out of this problem.” 


CRIME 

Targets of barbershop gunman hid in the toilet 


By Florence Snead 

The Home Secretary’s speech 
comes just days after customers in 
an east London barbershop had to 
dive for cover after a masked gun¬ 
man started shooting. 

Detectives are appealing for wit¬ 
nesses after the incident unfolded at 
a barber’s in Green Street, Newham, 
shortly after 8.15pm on 6 April. 


Children as young as nine are re¬ 
ported to have been present when 
the gunman fired shots at two men, 
thought to have been the intended 
targets, who locked themselves in 
a toilet. 

Witnesses said the pair ran for 
cover as the shooter stormed into 
the premises, which had up to 15 
customers at the time. 

A 33-year-old barber, who was 


cutting one of the suspected targets’ 
hair, said the pair seemed to know 
the gunman. 

“When he was outside, one said 
‘the guy is coming’ and they both 
ran,” he said. “They ran towards the 
backroom and hid in the toilet. The 
gunman followed them and that’s 
when he shot at them. 

“The kids were screaming, they 
were very scared.” 



CONSERVATIVES 


Johnson and Raab jockey 
to replace May as leader 


By Nigel Morris 

POLTICAL EDITOR 

Boris Johnson and Dominic Raab 
have both stepped up manoeuvres 
to succeed Theresa May in anticipa¬ 
tion of her being forced from office 
next month. 


The Prime Minister has insisted 
she will not step down until the first 
phase of Brexit negotiations has been 
completed, potentially delaying her 
promised departure for months. 

But many Tory MPs think she will 
come under huge pressure to resign 
if there is a poor performance in local 
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Hunt time running out for May 


Theresa May could struggle to 
hang on to power if she cannot get 
her Brexit deal approved before 
the European elections next 
month, the Foreign Secretary 
has warned.Jeremy Hunt said 
on a trip to Tokyo, where he met 
Japanese Prime Minister, Shinzo 


Abe, that ministers were “totally 
focused” on avoiding Britain 
voting in the 23 May elections. 
Earlier, Mr Hunt - a former 
teacher who is fluent in Japanese 
- gave the pupils of Tokyo 
Metropolitan Hibiya High School a 
lesson in their native tongue. PA 


elections on 2 May. Her position could 
become even more perilous if the UK 
is forced to participate in European 
elections three weeks later because 
she has not secured a Commons ma¬ 
jority for her Brexit blueprint. 

Rival camps have already begun 
electioneering in a bid to get ahead 
in a crowded field. Mr Johnson, a 
former foreign secretary, and Mr 
Raab, a former Brexit secretary, are 
regarded as best placed to benefit 
from a snap leadership contest. 

They would both campaign on a 
commitment to reopen talks with the 


European Union, pledging to negoti¬ 
ate a tougher deal with Brussels. 

Mr Johnson started holding meet¬ 
ings with Tory MPs less than 24 
hours after Mrs May told MPs she 
would step down. He has carried on 
reaching out to Conservative back¬ 
benchers with the message that only 
he can win over sections of the elec¬ 
torate hostile to the party. 

Mr Raab has been raising his pro¬ 
file in a series of articles for Sunday 
newspapers, setting out his policy 
stall in such areas as housebuilding 
and tackling violent crime. 


HEALTH 

Protesters send Hancock 
'genitalia’ flower pictures 


By Florence Snead 

Campaigners have sent the Health 
Secretary Matthew Hancock pic¬ 
tures of flowers resembling female 
genitalia as part of a call for better 
access to cervical screening. 

The Women’s Equality Party 
(WEP) described its initiative as 
a “public cervix announcement” 
as it called on the Government 
to make it easier for women to 
book appointments. 

Pictures of the flowers accompa¬ 
nied by the hashtag #notashrinking- 
violet were shared on social media, 
with many tagging the Health Secre¬ 
tary into their posts. 

It comes as latest research sug¬ 
gested that, as of March last year, the 
percentage of eligible women being 



Campaigners described the initiative 
as a ‘public cervix announcement’ 

screened adequately was just 71.4 
per cent. 

The WEP said it was not right to 
blame a drop in the number of women 
getting smear tests on embarrass¬ 
ment or fear. Mandu Reid, leader of 
the WEP, said: “I have found it almost 
impossible to get an appointment at 
my GP surgery.” 


COURTS 

Corbyn defends 
right of Shamima 
Begum to legal aid 


By David Hughes 

Jeremy Corbyn has defended the 
right of the Islamic State (IS) bride 
Shamima Begum to apply for legal 
aid after being stripped of her British 
citizenship. The Labour leader said 
that, whatever crimes Ms Begum 
was accused of, she was entitled to 
proper legal representation. 

His intervention came as the For¬ 
eign Secretary Jeremy Hunt said 
the idea she could receive taxpayer 
funding to challenge the decision to 
remover her citizenship made him 
“very uncomfortable”. 

The Legal Aid Agency has refused 
to comment on a report by the Daily 
Mail that Ms Begum, who left the UK 
at the age of 15 to marry an IS fighter, 
has been granted legal aid. 

The Home Secretary Sajid Javid 
took the decision to strip her of her 
rights after the teenager, now aged 
19, turned up at the refugee camp in 
Syria. However Mr Corbyn said the 
decision by Mr Javid was “very ques¬ 
tionable” and that it was up to the 
Legal Aid Agency to decide whether 
she should receive assistance. 

“She has legal rights, just like any¬ 
body else does,” he said during a visit 
to an activity centre near Halifax. 

“The whole point of legal aid is 
that if you’re facing a prosecution 
then you’re entitled to be repre¬ 
sented and that’s a fundamental 
rule of law. We cannot and should 


W 2 \ DaL Babu, a former chief 
1 A J superintendent, said Ms 
Begum shouLd have Legal, aid to 
make sure the correct process is 
followed. He told Today: “I think 
Legal aid is a principle of the 
British Legal justice system.” 



Shamima Begum has reportedly been 
granted legal aid to fight her case PA 


not judge outside of a court. A court 
must make that decision and every 
person in front of a court, whatever 
they’re accused of doing is entitled to 
that representation.” 

However Mr Hunt said Ms Begum 
“knew the choices she was making” 
when she left for Syria, although he 
accepted that people were entitled to 
challenge decisions which the state 
had made about them. “It makes 
me very uncomfortable because she 
made a series of choices and she 
knew the choices she was making,” 
he told the Today programme. 

“However, we are a country that 
believes that people with limited 
means should have access to the re¬ 
sources of the state if they want to 
challenge the decisions the state has 
made about them.” 

Mr Javid said the award of legal aid 
was not a matter for ministers. “In 
my understanding, it’s not the first 
time that someone who for national 
security reasons has had their citi¬ 
zenship deprived has received legal 
aid,” he said. 


News in brief 


BREXIT 

Heseltine backs 
Nazi comparison 

Former deputy prime minister 
Michael Heseltine said he sees 
a “chilling” similarity between 
the present day and the run-up 
to the Second World War as 
he defended Labour MP David 
Lammy for his comparison of 
hardline Brexiteers to Nazis. 

The Tory peer said he did agree 
there were similarities in the 
economic situation that means 
that anti-immigrant and anti-elite 
politics have “chilling appeal”. 

Tory Lord Heseltine told 
Channel 4 News : “And what 
terrifies me is the language I hear 
from people saying, ‘Oh, well, if 
we don’t get Brexit, there’ll be 
violence on the streets.” 


TRADE 

£lbn to support UK 
exports to Iraq 

The International Trade 
Secretary Liam Fox has 
announced £lbn of funding to 
support UK exports to Iraq. 

Dr Fox {below), who is visiting 
Baghdad, said the money would 
“significantly strengthen” the 
Government’s ability to play a 
key role in the country’s “long¬ 
term prosperity”. The £lbn 
investment, from UK Export 
Finance, will be available for 
British firms operating in Iraq 
and aims to provide jobs and 
promote stability in the region. 

Dr Fox said: “Iraq’s future is 
bright, and my department will 
continue to work tirelessly to 
ensure it maintains this stability.” 



DEMOCRACY 

300,000register 
to vote in elections 

More than 300,000 applications 
to register to vote were 
submitted last week, as people 
rushed to meet the deadline for 
participation in next month’s 
local elections. 

The figure was double the 
number for the previous week, 
and four times the level at the 
start of the year. More than half 
(56 per cent) of applications were 
from people aged 34 and under, 
while just 5 per cent came from 
those over 65. In total, 322,768 
applications were submitted. 
Nearly 125,000 came on 11 April 
alone. Local elections will take 
place in England and Northern 
Ireland on 2 May. 


CONSERVATIVES 

May takes break from politics 
with Welsh walking holiday 


By Florence Snead 

Theresa May is taking a break from 
the turmoil of Westminster 
and political machinations 
with a walking holiday in 
North Wales. 

Downing Street said 
the Prime Minister 
(; inset ) and her husband, 

Philip, began their vaca¬ 
tion on Saturday. 

They were seen the 
following day attending 
a Palm Sunday church serv¬ 
ice in Dolgellau - a popular base for 
exploring the mountains of Snow¬ 
donia - according to the North Wales 
Live website. 

The pair were also spotted stop¬ 
ping for a break at the M54 services 


yesterday. Visitors to the service sta¬ 
tion did a double take when Mrs May 
strode through the building. 

The ladies’ toilets were out of 
bounds to the public while the 
Prime Minister freshened 
up and after a couple of 
minutes she walked out 
to her waiting Jaguar. 

Two years ago, during 
an Easter walking holi¬ 
day Mrs May made the 
fateful decision to call a 
general election. 

The result led to her Commons 
majority being wiped out. Asked by 
reporters at Westminster if she was 
considering another appeal to the 
country to end the Brexit deadlock, 
the Prime Minister’s official spokes¬ 
man replied: “No”. 
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WESTMINSTER 


Cross-party talks on Breidt 
deal to resume this week 


By Nigel Morris 

POLTICIAL EDITOR 

Senior Tory and Labour figures 
are due to resume talks this week 
in the search for common ground 
over Brexit. 

But both sides indicated that 
there is little imminent prospect of 
a breakthrough which would enable 
Theresa May to put a jointly agreed 
withdrawal plan to the Commons. 

The Prime Minister, who is on 
a short walking holiday, needs to 
bring the negotiations to a head 
shortly after this weekend’s Easter 
break if she is to have any hope of 
winning a majority for her propos¬ 
als and avoiding UK participation 
in next month’s European elections. 

Downing Street announced that 
three Tory-Labour working groups 
are being set up to look at specific 
Brexit-related issues. The Business 
Secretary Greg Clark and his La¬ 
bour shadow Rebecca Long-Bailey 
will examine services and consumer 
and workers’ rights. 

The Environment Secretary 
Michael Gove and his counterpart 
Sue Hayman (inset) will consider 
environmental protections, and the 


Brexit Secretary Stephen Barclay 
and Labour’s Sir Keir Starmer will 
look at security. Significantly, La¬ 
bour’s calls for Britain to sign up to 
a customs union appear not to be on 
the agenda for now. 

Significant dates 

23 April Commons returns from its 
truncated Easter recess. Theresa 
May will have to assess whether 
she can get her Brexit with¬ 
drawal plans through. 

22 May Deadline for 
her to pass her deal \\\ 

if Britain is to avoid ■ 
participating in Euro- ' * * 
pean elections. 

11pm 31 May Britain 
will Leave the EU if Mrs 
May has won a majority for 
her plans. 

21 June If the UK remains in the bloc, 
Britain’s progress will be assessed at 
a Brussels summit. 

2 July The European Parliament 
meets again - with British Euro- 
MPs if the UK is still an EU member. 
17-18 October Brussels summit. 

31 October New deadline for Brexit. 



Officials from the two teams 
were in contact yesterday, but 
there were no meetings between 
elected politicians. 

Jeremy Hunt, the Foreign Sec¬ 
retary, said the talks were proving 
“more constructive” than many had 
expected. He added: “I don’t think 
we should rule out the possibility of 
getting some agreement across the 
House of Commons.” 

Meanwhile Mrs May wrote to civil 
servants saying no-deal prepa¬ 
rations would continue de¬ 
spite the EU agreeing to a 
six-month delay to Brexit 
to 31 October. 

“On preparations for 
leaving the EU without 
a deal, you will rightly 
be guided by the Cabi¬ 
net Secretary and by your 
own permanent secretaries 
about continued planning. 

“Necessary preparations for a 
no-deal outcome must continue,” 
she said. 

While there is no deadline for the 
conclusion of the cross-party talks, 
the Cabinet Office Minister David 
Lidington said both sides would take 
stock in 10 days’ time. 


EMPLOYMENT 


LABOUR 



Jeremy 

Oarbyn 


Jeremy Corbyn jumped 
in a canoe yesterday at 
Sunnyvale Fishery and 
Outdoor Activity centre, 
a youth crime reduction 
project in Hipperholme, 
West Yorkshire. The 
Labour leader also tried 
his hand at archery 
during the visit. PA 


Technology sector faces post-Brexit skills crisis 


By Rhiannon Williams 

TECHNOLOGY CORRESPONDENT 


ogy sector is facing a 
greater-than-antici- 
pated skills crisis post- 
Brexit if it fails to 
hire more women, a 
report suggests. 

The industry is fac- ^ 
ing the dual challenge of 
hiring workers with much 


600,000 

The number of 
unfilled tech jobs 


needed skills and narrowing the 
gender gap in an overwhelm¬ 
ingly male sector, the study 
^ from the Inclusive Tech 
Alliance found. 

One in three industry 
workers originate from 
European countries 
outside the UK, it found, 
highlighting potential 
difficulties around future 
hiring once the UK has ex¬ 
ited the EU. The report added: 


“Resulting gaps in the supply and 
demand of vital skills may prevent 
the sector from growing further”. 

There are around 600,000 un¬ 
filled tech job vacancies in the UK, 
alongside an existing shortfall of 
400,000 women. Hiring a million 
women could help to address the 
industry’s shortcomings, the group 
says. Samuel Kasumu, director of 
Inclusive Boards, which oversees 
ITA, said: “Now is the time to focus 
minds and to tackle this challenge.” 


Anti-Semitism tops agenda as 
Pelosi holds talks with Corbyn 


By Florence Snead 

Jeremy Corbyn met with senior US 
Democrat Nancy Pelosi to discuss 
anti-Semitism and Brexit in “can¬ 
did” talks ahead of her tour of the UK 
and Ireland. 

The speaker of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives spoke with Mr Corbyn and 
other MPs on a range of issues, which 
also included Northern Ireland, Nato, 


climate change and human rights. Ms 
Pelosi tweeted that she was pleased 
to have had a “candid discussion” 
with Mr Corbyn, including on the 
“necessity of forcefully confronting 
anti-Semitism and Islamophobia”. 

Mr Corbyn said: “We discussed 
the need to protect the Good Friday 
Agreement, take action on inequality 
and the climate crisis, confront rac¬ 
ism and promote peace.” 
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Ms Pelosi (inset )said that she also 
met with former Labour MPs Mike 
Gapes, Chris Leslie and Ian Aus¬ 
tin to “hear their perspective 
on Brexit” and on why they 
had left the Labour party. 

She added they also 
addressed “the im¬ 
portance of standing 
unequivocally against 
anti-Semitism, wherever 
it is found”. 

On resigning from the 
Labour party in February, Mr 
Gapes - now part of the new Inde¬ 
pendent Group of MPs - said there 


had been “considerable reluctance” 
from Labour to deal with the issue. 
He said that several “promi¬ 
nent anti-Semites” had been 
re-admitted to the party. 
The meetings fol¬ 
lowed reports that Mr 
Corbyn had expressed 
concern that evidence 
of anti-Semitism in La¬ 
bour had been “mislaid 
or ignored”. 

He made the comments in 
a secretly recorded meeting with 
MP Dame Margaret Hodge, The Sun¬ 
day Times said. 


CONSERVATIVES 

Boles: PM ‘defined 
by moral error’ 

By David Hughes 

Theresa May made a “moral error” 
by backing a hardline approach to 
Brexit, the former Tory minister, 
Nick Boles, has said. 

Mr Boles, who quit the Tories to 
sit as an independent, said the Prime 
Minister “persuaded herself that she 
needed to be more Brexity than Brex- 
iteers; more Brexiteer than thou”. 

“It was not just a miscalculation, it 
was a massive moral error - one that 
has come to determine and define 
everything that’s happened since.” 

Mr Boles added: “I expected her 
inflexibility and inability to com¬ 
municate, but she’s not a naturally 
ideological or right-wing person, so I 
was surprised that she didn’t take an 
approach that was something much 
more moderate and pragmatic.” 


POLITICS 

UhiplVlEPsjoin 
Brexit Party 

By Harriet Line 

Three Ukip MEPs have said they are 
quitting to join Nigel Farage’s new 
Brexit Party. 

The deputy chairman and East 
Midlands MEP Margot Parker, West 
Midlands MEP Jill Seymour and 
Yorkshire and North Lincolnshire 
MEP Jane Collins announced their 
resignations yesterday. 

Mrs Parker accused the party 
leader Gerard Batten of “carrying 
out a purge of party loyalists” and 
said he had “taken his eye off the 
ball”. Ms Collins said Ukip’s attitude 
to women was “disgusting” and said 
she wanted to spend the rest of her 
time as an MEP fighting to secure a 
“real Brexit”. Ms Seymour said that 
under Mr Batten, Ukip had moved to 
“the extreme right of politics”. 


BREXIT 

Frustration and cynicism 
take hold in Leave heartland 


Sunderland is ‘sick’ of delays, with many preferring any 
form of exit to the current limbo. By William Wallis 


L ike many of Sunderland’s 
older inhabitants, William 
Hughes worked for most 
of his life down the coal 
pits. But he was in the 
minority when the city on England’s 
North East coast voted to leave the 
EU in 2016 and describes himself 
as “frightened” by the turmoil that 
Brexit has unleashed. 

For Mr Hughes, whose life was 
upended when the coal mines 
were closed in the 1990s and who 
is anxious that jobs will go again, 
this week’s decision to put Britain’s 
departure on ice is a relief. 

“They said how much money we 
would save [by leaving the EU] but 
they didn’t say how much we would 
lose,” he said. 

The former miner may still be 
outnumbered by Leave supporters 
in the city, whose 62 per cent vote 
for Brexit early on the night of the 
referendum heralded Britain’s 
decision to leave the EU. 

But, although the UK’s departure 
is now not scheduled until 31 
October, people on the streets of 
Sunderland have not responded 
to the delay with an outpouring 
of fury. Instead, sentiment in the 
bellwether city is a mixture of 
weary frustration and cynicism. 

While there is little enthusiasm 
for the compromise exit deal that 
Prime Minister Theresa May 
has struck with Brussels, some 
Sunderland inhabitants seem to 
prefer any form of Brexit to the 
current limbo. “We are sick of 
it,” said Christine, from nearby 
Gateshead, a retiree shopping in 
Sunderland’s central precinct. 

“This means that we are going to 
have to listen to it all over again.” 

In fact, the debate is only likely 
to intensify. Because of the delay, 
Britain is set to hold elections to the 
European Parliament next month - 
almost three years after its vote to 
leave. Pro- and anti-Brexit parties 
are already mobilising. 

“People voted to come out and 
we should be out by now,” said 
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Christine’s friend Karen, who 
compared the Prime Minister’s 
management of Brexit to selecting a 
footballer from Sunderland to play 
for the city’s bitter nearby rivals, 
Newcastle. During the referendum 
campaign, Mrs May was a 
lukewarm supporter of Remain. 

“Theresa May needs a bomb 
up her backside,” said Karen, 
comparing the Prime Minister 
with one of her most celebrated 
Conservative predecessors. “At 
least Margaret Thatcher stuck by 
what she said.” 

Sunderland is one of many 
traditional Labour strongholds 
where working class disaffection 
helped swing the referendum 
towards Brexit. The area has 
been abandoned by successive 
governments “like a rotten 
tangerine”, said Adam Perkin, who 
repainted lines on roads travelled 
by the Olympic torch when Britain 
hosted the Games in 2012. He now 
works in security in Sunderland’s 
shopping precinct. 

He strongly backs EU 
membership, but is aghast at 
MPs’ three rejections of Mrs May’s 
exit deal that forced the Prime 
Minister to ask the bloc for the 
Brexit delay. 

“The last person who went to 
parliament with the right intentions 
was Guy Fawkes,” Mr Perkin 
joked, referring to the Catholic 
conspirator who tried to blow up 
Westminster in 1605. 

Sunderland hosts the largest 
Nissan factory in Europe - one 
reason why its vote to leave 
caused so much attention. A good 


% 


number of workers at the facility, 
which employs 6,000 people from 
across the North East, celebrated 
the referendum victory in 2016. 

But several leaving the plant on 
Thursday said there was real 
anxiety now about potential 
job losses. Nissan has already 
announced that it will not produce 
a promised new sport utility 
vehicle at Sunderland, partly 
because of concerns about future 
ties with the EU. “Brexit needs to 
be sorted out properly. It is causing 
a lot of division and unrest,” said 
one Nissan employee smoking 
outside the plant, who declined to 
give his name. “The problem is that 
nobody seems to know what sorting 
it out means.” 

Some recent polls have indicated 
that because of the travails of Mrs 
May’s deal opinion is hardening 
across the UK on both sides of the 
Brexit debate - between those 
who want to stay in the EU and 
proponents of leaving without 
an agreement. In such a climate, 
Bridget Phillipson, the Labour 
MP for Houghton and Sunderland 
South, has been criticised by 
some constituents for promoting 
a second referendum to break 
the deadlock. 

Ms Phillipson expressed great 
relief at the decision to delay 
Brexit and avoid a no-deal 
exit - an outcome she says would 
have had a “devastating and 
irreparable impact” on the North 
East’s economy. 

“I am so glad we have avoided 
that, but we still haven’t resolved 
anything,” she added. “For all 
the frustration that Brexit has 
not happened yet there is also 
frustration that there is no time 
to talk about tackling poverty and 
creating jobs,” she said. 

Labour, which has called 
for a relatively soft Brexit and 
suggested a second referendum, 
is leading in the initial polls for the 
European Parliament elections. 

But Ms Phillipson conceded that 
voters might balk at the prospect 
of the contest. She argued it was 
an opportunity for Labour to make 
a “patriotic” case for maintaining 
close ties to its neighbours. That 
will be a tough sell to some of 
her constituents. 

Paul Ellis, an unemployed 
construction worker who spent 
years on sites in Poland, Germany 
and the Czech Republic, said the 
delay to Brexit was like going back 
to square one three years later. 

“We have got an extension ’til 
Halloween. It’s a joke - no English 
person likes all this waiting 
around,” he said, before pointing 
to two seagulls perched stationary 
on a nearby parked car. 

“That’s Brexit,” he said. 

“Going nowhere.” 



Nissan has 6,ooo staff at its European headquarters in Sunderland AFP/GETTY 
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HEALTH 


Drug ‘could revolutionise’ treatment of kidney disease 


By Paul Gallagher 

HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 

A new treatment for people with di¬ 
abetes and kidney disease reduced 
kidney failure rates by a third, ac¬ 
cording to a trial that has been hailed 
as a “major medical breakthrough”. 

Canagliflozin, a drug for people 
with type 2 diabetes, was devel¬ 
oped to lower glucose levels for 



for 2 years on 
a new boiler 


people with diabetes but has now 
been shown to protect against 
kidney failure. 

It also significantly reduced the 
risk of cardiovascular complica¬ 
tions, which are common among 
people with kidney disease. 

Some 4,401 patients with diabetes 
and kidney disease from 34 coun¬ 
tries took part in the trial. 

Half were given canagliflozin on 


top of best available current care 
for kidney disease, while the control 
group received best available care, 
and a placebo. 

The results, published in The New 
England Journal of Medicine, also 
showed heart failure reductions of 
over 30 per cent, and major cardio¬ 
vascular events, such as a heart at¬ 
tack or stroke, by about 20 per cent. 

There was also no increased 
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time of print (March 2019). 

British Gas is a trading name of British Gas New Heating Limited. Registered in England and Wales (No. 06723244). British Gas New Heating Limited is 
an Appointed Representative of British Gas Services Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Both registered at: 
Millstream, Maidenhead Road, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 5GD. 


risk of major side effects. Profes¬ 
sor Naveed Sattar, professor of 
metabolic medicine at Glasgow Uni¬ 
versity, said: “This is a major break¬ 
through, no doubt. We suspected 
these drugs may be good for those 
with failing kidneys due to diabetes 
but now we have that evidence, and 
it’s very strong. 

“The outcome of this study has 
the potential to revolutionise treat¬ 


ment of people with diabetes and 
kidney disease around the world.” 

The study’s lead author, Profes¬ 
sor Vlado Perkovic, of the George 
Institute, said there was an urgent 
need for the treatment given surging 
rates of diabetes due to poor lifestyle 
choices and obesity. 

Researchers said the treatment 
could be implemented immediately 
as the drug was already available. 


NORTHERN IRELAND 

Ex-soldier to be 
prosecuted for 
murder of boy, 15 


By Cate McCrary 

A former soldier is to be prosecuted 
for the murder of a teenage boy who 
was shot dead in 1972, Northern Ire¬ 
land’s Public Prosecution Service 
(PPS) has announced. 

The veteran, identified as Soldier 
B, will face the charge of murdering 
15-year-old Daniel Hegarty. 

He was shot and killed by a mem¬ 
ber of an Army patrol on duty in the 
Creggan area of Londonderry in July 
1972. Daniel died after being shot 
twice in the head by Soldier B. The 
former soldier will also be charged 
with wounding with intent after 
Daniel’s cousin Christopher Hegarty, 
aged 17, was also shot and injured. 

Last year the Hegarty family won 
the right to seek the prosecution 
of the soldier after the High Court 
quashed a PPS decision not to bring 
criminal charges against him. 

The director of the PPS Stephen 
Herron met members of the Hegarty 
family to inform them of the deci¬ 
sion yesterday. Mr Herron said he 
believed the evidence “is sufficient 
to provide a reasonable prospect of 
conviction”. Soldier B’s ill health was 
also taken into consideration, he said. 

The Hegarty family said: “This 
has been a long journey. Daniel was a 
15-year-old child, full of life, shot twice 



Daniel Hegarty was shot by an Army 
patrol in Londonderry in 1972 G ETTY 


in the head at close range and left for 
dead by Soldier B during what has 
been called Operation Motorman. It 
has taken 47 years to finally get the 
state to do the right thing.” 

Six former soldiers are now facing 
prosecution over Troubles-era kill¬ 
ings. The decision will spark fresh 
calls by some MPs and veterans for 
a statute of limitations to protect 
former soldiers from prosecution. 


/ m \Yesterday Sinn Fein 
1 li / cLaimed in its Local, 
election manifesto that the 
Government was trying to “cover 
up” its role in state killings. 


TRAVEL 

EasyJet flight 
takes off without 
its passengers 

By Serbia Sandhu 

EasyJet passengers were left strand¬ 
ed for hours after their flight to Lis¬ 
bon took off without them. 

The passengers were 200 miles 
away at Porto Airport when they re¬ 
alised their flight had departed and 
they were forced to take replacement 
buses to the Portuguese capital, ar¬ 
riving nine hours behind schedule. 
The mix-up occurred after flight 


EJU8717 from Gatwick was diverted 
to Porto, in north-west Portugal, due 
to a runway closure at Lisbon Airport 
last week. EasyJet said it took the de¬ 
cision to disembark passengers from 
the plane last Friday “for their com¬ 
fort” as the flight was subject to con¬ 
straints as to when it could take off. 
But when a slot opened up, the plane 
flew to Lisbon to avoid further delays. 

Frazer Rendell, who was left 
stranded in Porto, told i: “We only 
found out that the plane had left 
about an hour after it had gone.” 

EasyJet said: “Although this is out¬ 
side of easyJet’s control, we would 
like to apologise to passengers for the 
inconvenience caused.” 
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City falls 
silent for 
victims 


Liverpool came to 
a standstill as the 
96 victims of the 
Hillsborough disaster 
were remembered 
30 years on. 

A minute’s silence 
was held across the city 
yesterday at 3.06pm, 
the time the 1989 FA 
Cup semi-final was 
stopped at Sheffield 
Wednesday’s ground. 
The Town Hall flag was 
flown at half mast, as 
the bells tolled 96 times. 
Ninety-six lanterns 
were lit on the steps of 
St George’s Hall (right). 
Traffic going through 
the tunnels under the 
Mersey was stopped 
as the silence was held 
and ferries marked 
the anniversary by 
sounding their horns. 

The silence was also 
observed at Liverpool 
John Lennon airport 
and on Merseyrail 
trains. PA 



EDUCATION 

Almost half of teachers predict stress 
will make them quit within five years 


CRIME 

Man charged 
with attack on 
prison officer 

By Margaret Davis 

A 25-year-old prison inmate has 
been charged with grievous bod¬ 
ily harm after an officer had his 
throat cut. 

Michael McKenna, of HMP Not¬ 
tingham, is accused of attacking a 
23-year-old member of staff at the 
jail on Sunday. 

The Prison Officers’ Asso¬ 
ciation national chairman, Mark 
Fairhurst, said the officer, who 
was new to the job and still in 
his probationary period, needed 
17 stitches after being subjected 
to an “unprovoked attack” with 
a razor. 

Union officials said the prison 
officer was “lucky to be alive as it 
[the wound] was very close to the 
main artery on his neck.” He has 
since been released from hospital. 

The inmate has been charged 
with grievous bodily harm, at¬ 
tempting to inflict grievous bodily 
harm and a racially aggravated 
public order offence. 

An inspection report published 
last year found levels of violence at 
the prison were “very high”, with 
103 assaults on staff in the previ¬ 
ous six months. 

In the wake of the attack, the 
prisons union, the POA, called for 
the roll-out of incapacitant spray 
to officers to be fast-tracked so 
that members have “equipment to 
deal with extreme violence”. 


HEALTH 


By Florence Snead 

Two in five teachers do not think they 
will be working in education by 2024 
mainly because of rising work¬ 
loads and accountability. 

Forty per cent of teach¬ 
ing staff with two to 
five years’ experience 
intend to leave within 
the next five years, a 
survey by the National 
Education Union (NEU) 
found. ^ 

For those with fewer 
than two years’ experience, 
this drops to 15 per cent. 

The findings come after the union 
surveyed 8,674 of its members in Eng- 



Percentage of 
teachers who think 
they will leave the 
profession within 
two years 


land, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland the UK. It found that while 40 
per cent of teachers said they would 
be out of the profession by 2024, one 
in five said they would be gone 
within two years. 

One teacher said: 
“With a young family, 
I have come to realise 
that a job in education 
is not conducive to fam¬ 
ily life.” 

Another commented: 
“Working 70 hours a 

_ week for many years has 

meant my health and family 
life have suffered. I am getting out 
before the job kills me.” 

More than half of the respond- 


r 


COURTS 


Man charged over burning 
of Grenfell Tower effigy 


By Margaret David 

A 46-year-old man has been charged 
after a video showing an effigy of 
Grenfell Tower being burnt was 
posted online. 

Paul Bussetti, from South Nor¬ 
wood, south-east London, is accused 
of two counts of sending or causing to 
be sent grossly offensive material via 


a public communications network. 
Scotland Yard said he will appear at 
Westminster magistrates’ court on 
30 April. 

Six men were arrested and a sev¬ 
enth interviewed under caution over 
the video. 

Mr Bussetti was one of five men 
who handed themselves into a south 
London police station in November 


ents said their work-life balance 
had worsened. 

The survey comes as schools con¬ 
tend with tightened budgets, with 
some turning to online crowdfunding 
sites or Amazon “wishlists” to source 
basic supplies. 

The NEU’s latest research was re¬ 
leased ahead of its annual conference 
in Liverpool, which will hold a debate 
today on teacher workloads. 

Joint general secretary Kevin 
Courtney said their findings showed 
the Government was “doing a far bet¬ 
ter job of driving teachers out of the 
profession” than tackling the issue. 

“Damian Hinds has made many 
of the right noises about fixing the 
problem, but he and his predecessors 



A video showing a model of Grenfell 
Tower burning was posted online PA 


have achieved very little,” he said. 

“The fundamental problem, as the 
results of our survey shows, is one of 
excessive accountability brought on 
by the Department for Education and 
Ofsted. The blame is at their door. 

“So long as the main drivers of a 
performance-based system are still 
in place, schools will continue to be 
in the grip of a culture of fear, over¬ 
regulation, and a lack of trust.” 


W £ \ MiLLions of pounds in 
l i * compensation was paid 
to teachers who were injured, 
attacked or discriminated 
against, said the NASUWT union 


after it appeared online. The footage 
showed a cardboard model labelled 
“Grenfell Tower” being placed over a 
fire in a garden. 

The video sparked outrage from 
politicians and the chairman of the 
public inquiry into the fatal fire when 
it emerged last year. 

A total of 72 people died after a 
fire broke out at the west London 
tower block in the early hours of 14 
June 2017. 

The Met Police confirmed that a 
man has been charged “following an 
investigation into a video posted on¬ 
line that showed a cardboard model 
of Grenfell Tower being burnt”. 


‘Silence’over 
suicide is not 
helping young 

By Paul Gallagher 

HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 

Mental health professionals are 
avoiding using the word “suicide” 
when dealing with children and 
young people with suicidal feel¬ 
ings in a misguided attempt to 
help them, researchers say. 

Research led by the University 
of Stirling identified “a silence 
around suicidality” in conversa¬ 
tions with young patients - and 
within academic research report¬ 
ing. The team found that use of the 
term “self-harm” to encompass 
suicidal behaviours was poten¬ 
tially contributing to this silence. 

They recommended profession¬ 
als refer to “suicide” explicitly to 
ensure young people feel listened 
to. The study also suggested that 
often this is not the case, and that 
children and young people with 
suicidal feelings typically do not 
know where or how to get help. 

Lynne Gilmour, who led the 
study, published in Child and Ado¬ 
lescent Mental Health , said: “We 
need to listen to young people to 
be able to develop appropriate 
interventions.” 
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SCIENCE 


Expressive eyebrows 
‘shaped evolution 
of human face’ 



T erry Walton was able to rebuild his greenhouse after a fire destroyed it 


HEALTH 


Sniffing chocolate ‘pleasant’ way to quit smoking 


By Paul Gallagher 

HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 


By John von Radowitz 

Mobile eyebrows and other expres¬ 
sive features that allow us to com¬ 
municate without words may have 
helped shape the human face. 

Scientists set out to investigate 
why the faces of people living today 
are so different from those of extinct 
members of the human family, as 
well as our great ape cousins. 

They concluded that, alongside 
diet and climate, non-verbal social 
communication played an impor¬ 
tant but overlooked role. 

Early hominins, creatures more 
human than ape-like, tended to 
have a pronounced brow ridge but 
modern humans have evolved a 
smooth forehead with more visible, 

m Professor O’Higgins 
said: “The evoLution 
of the human face is LikeLy to 
continue as Long as our species 
encounters new environmental, 
social and cultural conditions.” 


hairy, eyebrows capable of a large 
range of movement. Other changes 
in facial shape and muscle anatomy 
lent themselves to the expression of 
a wide range of subtle emotions, in¬ 
cluding recognition and sympathy, 
said the scientists. 

The lead researcher, Professor 
Paul O’Higgins from York Univer¬ 
sity, said: “We can now use our faces 
to signal more than 20 different cat¬ 
egories of emotion via the contrac¬ 
tion or relaxation of muscles. 

“We know that other factors such 
as diet, respiratory physiology and 
climate have contributed to the 
shape of the modern human face, 
but to interpret its evolution solely 
in terms of these factors would be 
an oversimplification.” 

Faces got smaller as the abil¬ 
ity to cook and process food led 
to a reduced need to chew. Fa¬ 
cial shrinking occurred after the 
agricultural revolution. 

Professor O’Higgins added: “Soft¬ 
er modern diets and industrialised 
societies may mean that the human 
face continues to decrease in size.” 


Smokers who want to ditch the habit 
should bin nicotine patches and 
breathe in “pleasant aromas” such 
as vanilla, coffee or chocolate instead. 


A study comprising 232 smokers 
not trying to quit found that the in¬ 
tensity of cravings fell by 23 per cent 
after they sniffed containers infused 
with their favourite smells. 

This compared with around 14 per 
cent of people whose cravings were 


MEDIA 

Gardeners offer 
broadcaster help 

By Jane Clinton 

Terry Walton is a regular fixture on 
the radio dispensing his green-fin¬ 
gered advice to budding gardeners. 

So when his greenhouse burnt 
down it struck a chord with his listen¬ 
ers and neighbours who rallied round 
to get it back up and running. 

Walton, well-known for broad¬ 
casting on BBC Radio 2’s Jeremy 
Vine show from his allotment in the 
tranquil settings of the Rhondda val¬ 
ley in Wales, said he has been “over¬ 
whelmed” by the generosity of people. 

Following the fire at the beginning 
of April he has received a steady 
stream of gifts from well-wishers. 

“Parcels started turning up out of 
the blue,” Walton, 73, told the BBC. 


lessened by being given tobacco to 
sniff or an empty container. 

It is hoped that the findings, pub¬ 
lished in the Journal of Abnormal 
Psychology , could help improve the 
success of nicotine replacement ther¬ 
apies and other treatments. 
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Red alert: Shell bears the brunt of day of 
disruption by climate change activists 


ENVIRONMENT 


By Mason Boycott-Owen 

Environmentalists blocked some of 
London’s busiest roads and vandal¬ 
ised Shell’s headquarters as they 
demanded action on climate change. 

Thousands of activists gathered 
at five central locations yesterday in 
an attempt to bring the capital to a 
standstill and force the Government 
to declare a climate emergency. 
Some glued themselves to windows 
and smashed glass revolving doors 
at Shell’s HQ near Waterloo, while 
others climbed the building to spray 
graffiti and hang banners. 

Last night the Metropolitan Police 
ordered protestors to restrict their 
actions to the Marble Arch area. 
Scotland Yard said the move was 
necessary to prevent the demonstra¬ 
tions from causing serious disruption 
to communities. 

Police said three men have been ar¬ 
rested on suspicion of criminal dam¬ 
age. The campaign group Extinction 
Rebellion said it aimed to cause more 


than £6,000 damage so they can be 
tried by a jury in a Crown Court. 

Skateboarders replaced cars and 
lorries on Waterloo Bridge, which 
was closed to traffic and decorated 
with pot plants and trees. Police on 
the bridge said there were no plans 
to move protesters but indicated that 
the response could change if rush- 
hour disruption occurred. 


One officer said: “It’s been very 
peaceful so far. Everyone has been 
really pleasant.” 

The protests are part of a wider 
campaign in which people in at least 
80 cities in more than 33 countries 
will demonstrate on environmental 
issues, campaigners said. 

Organisers said: “The Internation¬ 
al Rebellion begins and Extinction 

Members of 
the Extinction 
Rebellion 
group protest 
in fancy dress 
near Oxford 
Street, above; a 
demonstrator 
pours black 
liquid down the 
outside of the 
Shell building, 
left, where 
windows were 
smashed 
AFP/GETTY; PA 


Rebellion will be bringing London to 
a standstill for up to two weeks. 

“They will be blocking five of the 
city’s busiest and most iconic loca¬ 
tions in a non-violent, peaceful act of 
rebellion where they invite people to 
join them for several days of creative, 
artist-led resistance.” 

Olivia Evershed, 23, a protester, 
said: “I hope that it’s really going to 
bring awareness about the crisis that 
we are in, and encourage the Govern¬ 
ment to act. We’ve got 12 years to act 
before there is irreversible damage to 
the environment.” 

Police advised people travelling 
around London in the coming days 
to allow extra time for their journeys. 


The movement has 
received support from 

the actress and activist Dame 
Emma Thompson and from the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr Rowan Williams. 


ENERGY 

Ineos hints it 
may cease 
fracking 

By Jane Clinton 

One of the UK’s largest private 
companies “strongly hinted” it 
may pull out of fracking unless 
rules for the industry are changed. 

Staff at Ineos told the UK Oil 
and Gas Authority that it is “keen 
to have a dialogue” with the Gov¬ 
ernment about changing the 
level of seismic activity fracking 
is allowed to cause, the Financial 
Tzmes reported. 

Under current rules, all frack¬ 
ing must stop if it causes tremors 
above 0.5 on the Richter scale. 
Ineos and Cuadrilla argued for the 
Government to increase this limit. 

“They [Ineos] are strongly of 
the view that a sensible, realis¬ 
tic, scientifically backed limit is 
needed - otherwise it was strongly 
hinted they are unlikely to apply 
for consents to undertake frack¬ 
ing,” minutes of the meeting state, 
the Financial Times reported. 


NATURE 

Last female of 
species dies 

By Emily Ferguson 

The only known female member 
of one of the world’s rarest turtle 
species has died at a zoo in south¬ 
ern China. 

The animal was one of four 
Yangtze giant softshell tur¬ 
tles known to be remaining in 
the world. 

The Suzhou zoo, where the fe¬ 
male turtle lived, also houses a 
male Yangtze giant softshell tur¬ 
tle. The other two live in Vietnam, 
but their genders unknown. 

The turtle died on Saturday 
and experts have already used 
technology to collect the turtle’s 
ovarian tissue for future research. 

The state-run People’s Daily re¬ 
ported that the turtle was more 
than 90 years old and had un¬ 
dergone a fifth attempt at artifi¬ 
cial insemination shortly before 
she died. 
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Solution, page 49 


Across 

l Sort of film work 
one’s written in 
biro? (6) 

3 Would-be high-flier 
in old story some 
vicar uses (6) 

4 Most pleasant, 
having temperature 
just above freezing 
in home (6) 

Down 

1 One may be on 
foot with leader 
of bus workers’ 
organisation (6) 

2 Cabinet to suffer 
defeat in court (6) 
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The Opinion Matrix 


COMMENT FROM HOMEAND ABROAD 



TIGER WOODS 
TRIUMPHS 


Older, 
wiser, and 
victorious 


JULIAN 

ASSANGE 


RREXIT 

PARTY 


INDIAN 

ELECTIONS 


NO-FAULT 

EVICTIONS 



Leaks were 
fuelled by 
narcissism 



Don’t write 
off Scottish 
support 



Modi’s victory 
is in national 
unity 



Housing is 
new political 
battleground 


USA Today 

Woods won this 
tournament as a 
wiser, chastened 
middle-aged man. The 
arrogant fist-pumping 
golfer who won four 
green jackets from 
1997 to 2005 appears 
to be Long gone, 
replaced by a balding 
father who was pleased 
to report he “plodded” 
his way around as his 
younger competitors 
all slowly fell away 
(Christine Brennan) 

Toronto Star 

Never, ever count 
out true sporting 
greatness. You can 
doubt it, sure. That’s 
sports. But count it out 
Like so many counted 
out Tiger Woods? 
You’re just asking to be 
proven wrong. 

(Damien Cox) 


The Times 

ALL WikiLeaks’ 
disclosures involve 
embarrassing Western, 
companies, officials 
and institutions. It 
has never released 
anything from Russian 
sources. Assange and 
his supporters will 
hope that the real 
wrongdoing they 
exposed will outweigh 
the narcissism 
and nihilism that 
fuels their actions. I 
wouldn’t bet on it. 
(Edward Lucas] 

TheSun 

Julian Assange is a 
self-obsessed weirdo 
with disgusting 
personal habits and a 
seedy moral compass. 
But he continues to 
tie his greatest fans 
in knots. 

(Trevor Kavanagh) 


The Scotsman 

The tendency in 
Scotland is to write 
off sympathy for 
Brexit but there 
is a substantial 
Eurosceptic minority 
looking for a voice. I 
expect the freshness 
of the Brexit Party and 
the pulling power of 
Nigel Farage to help 
it grow. 

(Brian Monteith) 

The Daily Telegraph 

A Trojan group of MPs 
are fighting stoically 
to deliver the will of 
the British people. 
Unfortunately the 
vast majority of our 
parliamentarians 
have done 
everything possible 
to frustrate, delay 
and undermine the 
democratic process. 
(John Longworth) 


The Irish Times 

Modi still retains 
popular esteem as a 
relatively honest and 
hard-working Leader 
compared to previous 
ones, despite economic 
dissatisfactions. 

Given the grand 
scale and diversity of 
Indian democracy, his 
biggest achievement 
is to have created a 
new awareness of 
national unity. 
(Editorial) 

Wall Street Journal 

As Indians vote across 
one million polling 
stations over five 
weeks, the question 
is whether their 
attention, recently 
focused on border 
clashes with Pakistan, 
has returned to a 
Lacklustre economy. 
(Editorial) 


Conservative Home 

If you work hard, you 
should feel Like your 
job will be safe. If you 
pay your rent you 
want to be confident 
your home will remain 
your own. If you pay 
your taxes you will 
want to know the 
services you rely 
on will be there for 
you. This question of 
security is a critical 
battleground for the 
future of our politics. 
(James Brokenshire) 

The Guardian 

The Landlords should 
not howl. They should 
argue for a clear 
definitionof what 
constitutes cause for 
eviction. Germany 
has made renting 
respectable. Now 
Britain should do so. 
(Simon Jenkins) 


USELECTION 
CAMPAIGN 



Sanders 
reaches out 
to workers 


Fox News 

When Donald Trump 
ran for president he 
made a Lot of promises 
to working families. He 
told them that he would 
protect their interests 
while standing up to 
the Establishment. 
Unfortunately, he 
did not tell the truth. 
Together, we can create 
an economy that works 
for all Americans. 
(Bernie Sanders) 

Washington Post 

We already have a 
president who can’t 
take the rough and 
tumble of politics and 
wants to silence critics. 

I find it hard to imagine 
that in Bernie Sanders, 
Democrats want 
someone who might 
be just as touchy and 
intolerant of criticism. 
(Jennifer Rubin) 


Quote of 
the day 



My favourite 
thing to do is 
anything that 
makes me 
feel normal 

Michelle Obama 

The former First 
Lady on life after the 
White House 


Life In Brief 

IANCOGNITO COMEDIAN 


When Ian Cognito sat down suddenly, 
during his stand-up set at the Lone 
Wolf comedy club in Bicester, and 
slumped back in his chair in silence, 
everyone in the audience assumed 
it was just a joke. “Imagine if I died in 
front of you Lot here,” he’d said, just a 
few minutes earlier. 

For several minutes people carried 
on Laughing, until the compere, Andrew 
Bird, approached him to see if he was 
OK. “I was thinking: ‘He’s having such 
a good gig,” said Bird. ‘Even when I 
walked on-stage and touched his arm, 

I was expecting him to say: “Boo!”’ But 
Cognito had died, aged 61. 

He was born Paul Barbieri in 
Barnet, in 1958, to an Italian father, 

Aldo Barbieri, a fish and chip shop 
proprietor, and an Irish mother, Lillian, 
a book-keeper. 

Raised in Walthamstow, he did some 
Labouring on building sites and worked 


for British Airways before reading 
economics at the University of Bath. 

He started gigging the 1980s, and 
won a Time Out award in 1999. H 0wever, 
despite establishing a reputation 
as a dynamic and provocative club 
comic, he never achieved the wider 
recognition his abrasive talent 
deserved, not Least because he never 
appeared on television. 

Cognito’s uncompromising act was 
utterly incompatible with the one-eyed 
god. Shrewder comics Learn to temper 
their material in exchange for small 
screen exposure but Cognito was 
incapable of compromise. No subject 
was off Limits. 

“Spare a thought for homeless people 
in winter,” one of his quips ran. ‘“It’s easy 
to trip over them when they’re covered 
in snow.” 

Even the club circuit often found him 
too hot to handle. He Liked to boast that 


he had been banned from more clubs 
than any comic in the country. In true 
rock ’n’ roll style, he once threw a TV set 
out of his hotel room window. 

“I’m constantly in trouble,” he once 
said, with characteristic candour. 
“Booze is my problem. I just can’t seem 
to get the better of it. I’ve done some 
stupid things, and I’m not proud of 
that fact. 

“The telly out of the window incident 
happened because room service was 
Late. That’s drink for you. I’ve made 
some terrible mistakes.” 

Fragments of his act survive on 
YouTube, but to know what made him 
special you had to see him in a small 
club, interacting with a Live audience. 

When he died, famous comics 
queued up to praise him - finally 
granting him the headline status that 
had always escaped his grasp. 

“I’LL never forget his kindness when 



I started out,” tweeted Jimmy Carr. 
Shappi Khorsandi remembered his 
beautiful blue eyes. 

Little Britain star Matt Lucas said: 

“In shock at the news of Ian Cognito’s 
sudden passing. 

“He was always kind to me when 
I started out, and brilliant and 
provocative and entirely original 
onstage. What a Loss.”THE INDEPENDENT 

Bom 21 November 1958 
Died ll April 2019 

William Cook 
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My View 

Anonymous 



Treatment mired in delay and frustration 

This is what it is really like to seek healthcare for your trans child 


T he past few years have 
seen a heated and 
deeply uninformed 
media debate on 
provision of healthcare 
for transgender 

children. Those reading outraged 
press reports would be forgiven 
for thinking that trans children are 
“fast-tracked” to access healthcare 
quickly, and that treatment is 
readily available. The reality is 
very different 

When our daughter was first 
assessed for gender dysphoria 
and referred several years ago, the 
waiting list for a first appointment 
was six months and, while we 
waited, we were left isolated, 
without support or information. 
Today the wait at the Gender 
Identity Development Service 
(Gids), the sole NHS provider of 
gender care in England and Wales, 
has more than tripled to a minimum 
of 20 months. 

Once you are seen for the first 
time, there follows a lengthy 
assessment process, involving a 
minimum of six appointments with 
two psychologists who assess and 
challenge the child over a period of 
at least six months, often stretching 
to years in limbo. Each appointment 
is a lost day of education and work, 
with long journeys to London, a 
second Gids centre in Leeds, or a 
handful of satellite clinics. 

If this long assessment period 
is ever concluded, “hormone 
blockers” may be prescribed. These 
are designed to pause puberty, 
which allows the young person 
time to reflect on their gender. The 
medication is well understood, 
considered reversible, and has 
been used safely for nearly 30 years 
for transgender young people and 
considerably longer for treating 
early onset puberty. 

Blockers put puberty on hold, 
which can alleviate the crippling 
distress felt by adolescents forced to 
go through a puberty that does not 
match their identity. 

When the young person stops 
taking the blockers, there are two 
options. Some trans adolescents 
are prescribed cross-sex hormones, 
which allows them to go through 
a puberty that aligns with their 
identity. Others stop taking any 
medication, and simply resume their 
original puberty. The hormonal 
option at Gids has a minimum age 
requirement of “around 16” and 
Gids requires an adolescent to be on 
blockers for 12 months before they 
can even be considered. 

The majority of children and 
adolescents are referred to Gids 



aged 14 to 17. With waiting times 
from referral to first appointment 
now 20-plus months, the majority 
of adolescents arrive at Gids when 
puberty is nearly over. Irreversible 
body changes have happened, and 
dysphoric young people have been 
left unsupported on a waiting list 
as puberty progresses. For post¬ 
puberty trans boys, blockers trigger 
menopause-like systems: hot 
flushes and mood swings. 

Many young trans people, seeing 
no value (and potential harm) in 
puberty blockers post-puberty but 
unable to progress to cross-sex 
hormones without taking them for 
a year, are forced to wait until they 
can be referred to adult services 
(where hormones are available 
without a year on blockers). 

There is an atmosphere of 
delay, as described by Bernadette 
Wren, Gids’ head of psychology, 
in her recent defence of extended 
assessment: “Caution and 
uncertainty at times paralyse the 
clinician who endlessly defers the 
decision to medically treat”. 

Even those who reach Gids well 
before puberty have concerns. 

Jane is parent to Paul, a 16-year-old 
trans boy, who first saw Gids as 
a pre-teen. “We entered into the 
system naively believing it to be 
the world-leading service that we 
know and love from our NHS,” 


she says. “What we found was 
somewhat different.” 

Paul’s assessment period was 
long and difficult. “He jumped 
through the hoops needed to 
secure the diagnosis to access 
blockers but then there was a 
long wait for progression [to 
cross-sex hormones],” Jane says. 
She describes how Paul’s wellbeing 
was severely affected by not being 
in puberty at the same time as his 
peers: “Staying with Gids protocol, 
he would have started puberty at 
age 16, years after his friends of the 
same age.” Paul, like many children 
who transition socially at an early 
age, before any medical transition, 
had not discussed being trans with 
his classmates at school. Along with 
feeling uncomfortable in his body, 
this added a fear of the potential 
negative reaction of anyone finding 
out, compounded by stress that 


Caution and 
uncertainty 
paralyse the 
clinician who 
defersthe 
decision to treat 


his body was not developing in line 
with peers. 

Jane had researched 
international healthcare standards 
and clinical guidelines for 
adolescent trans health, and knew 
that the hormone treatment Gids 
refused to provide was available as 
standard elsewhere in the world. 

Unable to persuade an immovable 
Gids, Jane spoke to her family GP. “I 
presented everything to our GP and 
they agreed; prescribing cross-sex 
hormones was the appropriate 
course of action for my son. Gids 
didn’t agree with our GP and they 
discharged Paul from the service.” 

Unlike the psychologists and 
psychotherapists of Gids, Dr Jo 
Olson Kennedy, who leads the 

I Los Angeles centre for children’s 
trans health, advocates what is 
called a “child-centred approach”. 
Treatment is designed around 
the child or adolescent’s needs, 
with informed consent for 

I treatment, rather than following 
a standardised timeline. They 
don’t have a waiting list. Children 
pre-puberty can be supported 
through social transition (without 
medical interventions). Adolescents 
receive puberty blockers or 
cross-sex hormones on an 
individualised basis, tailored to the 
individual needs of each adolescent. 
The failings in NHS provision, 


combined with an increase in 
demand, as awareness and 
acceptance of gender diversity 
grows, have created a two-tier 
system of care for trans health in the 
UK. Those who can afford to seek 
out private healthcare, whether in 
the UK or overseas, bypassing the 
minimum three-year wait to access 
puberty blockers on the NHS or 
four-year wait for hormones. 

This inequality of care goes 
against everything the NHS was 
founded for. It is time for the NHS to 
open up the long-standing monopoly 
and provide accessible local care 
for the 2,000 children currently on 
the waiting list - whether through 
empowering and supporting GPs or 
commissioning new local services 
led by paediatricians. 

Some children, like my daughter, 
are transgender. It is time to build 
a national model fit for purpose, 
which prioritises their needs, with 
care led by paediatricians, not 
shaped by a media-driven moral 
panic about trans children. 

The author, who tweets as 
@DadTrans, is the father of a young 
trans chiLd. He bLogs with his partner 
at growinguptransgender.com. The 
fee for this articLe has been donated 
to the charity ALL About Trans 

i@mews.co.uk 
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Putting party 
above country 

Jacob Rees-Mogg and 
Boris Johnson are both 
concerned that the 
European elections 
would destroy the 
Conservative Party. 

Again they have 
confirmed that they 
place party above 
country. Surely they 
must realise that this 
blatant display of 
personal ambition will 
turn people against 
them - or are they 
actually so out of touch 
with reality? 

DON FORBES 
JESMOND, NEWCASTLE 
UPON TYNE 

Calm and polite 
Rees-Mogg 

Whether or not one 
agrees with the views of 
Jacob Rees-Mogg, he is 
one of our calmest, Least 


aggressive members 
of Parliament - always 
gracious and never 
reacting with anger when 
he is attacked. 

How unlike David 
Lam my, who has 
slanderously Likened Mr 
Rees-Mogg to fascists 
and Nazis! 

GEOFF CHAPMAN 
YEOVIL 

What’s wrong 
with virgins? 

Janet Street-Porter 
considers it sad that 
a quarter of Japanese 
people under 40 have 
never had sex (iweekend, 
13 April). Why? 

There’s a strange 
perception in society 
that when virginity 
persists into adulthood, 
a person knows nothing 
about Life or joy - but 
surely there are many 
other things to Love in the 
world we Live in? 


Outta this 
world 

coverage 
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One reader offers a theory to explain television 
presenter Susanna Reid’s skin ‘flare-ups’ GETTY 


Life goes far beyond 
the bedroom. It 
shouldn’t have to be 
sad or shocking to hear 
someone say that they’re 
a virgin. In the end, it’s 
nobody else’s business. 
EMILIE LAMPLOUGH 
TROWBRIDGE, 
WILTSHIRE 

The hidden cost 
ofWikileaks 

It was good to see Nigel 
Morris mention how the 
bulk release by WikiLeaks 
of intelligence data put 
the Lives of activists 
and informants at risk 
(iweekend, 13 April). 

This reckless act 
hasn’t been mentioned 
very much, and secrecy 
means we don’t know 
who died and who is in 
prison. But we should. 
And it won’t Look good 
for Julian Assange and 
those making his case. 
MICHAEL HARLEY 
EDINBURGH 

Roots of the 
housing crisis 

Vicky Spratt’s piece on 
housing and the issue 
of no-fault evictions 
displays her Lack of 
knowledge of why the 
current situation exists 
(i, 15 April). 

The causes are 100 
years old and Lie in the 
security of tenure and 
rent control Legislation 
introduced during the 
First World War. This 
was kept until well after 
the Second World War 
and was iniquitous in its 
treatment of Landlords. 

As a result, private 
rented accommodation 
almost disappeared, and 
renting a council house 
or buying became the 
only things to do. 

Parallel to this was 
planning restricting 


new homes. This caused 
rents to go up when 
control was eventually 
removed. Treating 
Landlords, who are 
mostly decent honest 
people, as pariahs is 
only going to make the 
shortage worse again. 

We need a Long¬ 
term solution and 
the only one is to 
build more houses 
in the right places. 


Unfortunately, I cannot 
see this happening. 

DUDLEYDEAN 

MARESFIELD, 

EAST SUSSEX 

The Economistarticle on 
council house building 
(i, 15 April) did not even 
mention converting 
brownfield sites. With 
so many shops and 
office buildings now 
vacant and boarded up, 


their refurbishment 
into residential 
accommodation seems 
a no-brainer. It involves 
no Land purchase, just 
change of use, which 
should be easy for Local 
authorities to administer. 
Before a green belt Land 
grab by councils, the 
priority should be to 
recycle usable buildings. 
S LAWTON 
KIRTLINGTON, 
OXFORDSHIRE 

Does Susanna 
havePiers-itis? 

Extreme stress and 
anxiety is known to 
cause skin rashes. I would 
suggest that Susanna 
Reid’s skin “flare-ups” and 
“blemishes” (i, 15 April) 
may not necessarily be 
wholly due to drinking 
alcohol but are possibly 
the result of having to 
work alongside Piers 
Morgan on a daily basis. 
ANTHONY DOLPHIN 
EXETER 

Scottish 

banknotes 

At a comedy night 
during a Labour Party 
Conference in the 80s, 
Neil Kinnock explained 
that the euro would 
never be accepted in 
the UK, “as anyone who 
has tried to buy a bag 
of chips on a Saturday 
night in Abergavenny 
with a Scottish fiver 
will understand”. 
SUEATKINSON 
CHESTER 


MORE COMMENT on inewsxajik 


Onr commitment 

We take very seriously our responsibility to 
maintain high editorial standards, and are 
grateful to readers for pointing out any errors. 

1 adheres to the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (Ipso) code of practice. I f you wish to 
complain about our editorial coverage, especially 


with relation to inaccuracy or intrusion, please 
write to The Editor, i, 2 Derry Street, London, 

W8 5TT, or email reader@inews.co.uk. You can 
contact Ipso directly at Gate House, 1 Farringdon 
Street, London, EC4M 7LG, telephone 0300123 
2220, or by email on inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
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Why Vunipola must not be sacked for ‘homophobia 


SPORT 

Simon 

Kelner 


I s it possible to write in support 
of Billy Vunipola without being 
accused of heinous homophobia? 
Well, I’m about to find out. For 
those of you who have not followed 
this tale of our times, Vunipola is 
a rugby player, who is of Tongan 
heritage, was born in Australia, but 
plays for England, having lived in 
Britain since he was a child. He, in 
common with many people of South 
Pacific descent, is a devout Christian. 
All these basic facts are relevant in 
consideration of the circumstances 
which have led to his being publicly 
excoriated for his views. 

Vunipola’s original offence was to 
“like” a post written by an Australian 
international player called Israel 
Folau, also of Tongan parentage. 



Folau’s post was shocking, in the 
form of a mock poster: “WARNING 
- Drunks, Homosexuals, Adulterers, 
Liars, Fornicators, Thieves, 

Atheists, Idolaters. HELL AWAITS 
YOU. Repent! Only Jesus Saves.” 
Nothing much to “like” there, unless, 
of course, you follow the same brand 
of evangelical Christianity that 
was exported to the Tongan people 
by British missionaries like John 
Williams and Shirley Waldemar 
Baker in the 19th century, and of 
which Vunipola is a believer. 

Folau was excommunicated 
from the Australian team, and 
his contract has been cancelled. 
Vunipola, meanwhile, explained 
himself on social media. “[Folau is] 
saying how we live our lives needs 
to be closer to how God intended 
them to be.” He then went on to say 
that “Man was made for woman to 
procreate that was the goal no?” 

The question is whether 
Vunipola’s statement represents 
hate speech or not. Does he incite 
hatred of homosexuals? Folau’s 
extremist views, and the brutish way 
he presented them, are one thing, 
but Vunipola’s own position, it seems 
to me, is not so clearly indefensible. 

The Rugby Football Union has 
declared its support of inclusivity 



Billy Vunipola liked another rugby player’s extreme social media post G ETTY 


and has said that it will be meeting 
Vunipola to decide what, if any, 
punishment to mete out. But it 
cannot have come as a surprise to 
the sport’s authorities that Vunipola 
has deeply held Christian views. 

So is it all right to have beliefs that 
are antithetical to the values of the 
organisation that employs you as 
long as you keep them to yourself? 
Or did Vunipola’s excellence as a 
No 8 forward override any worries 
about his less than inclusive views? 

And now the RFU finds itself 


He is entitled 
to his Christian 
views. He’s a 
sportsman, 
not a politician 


in a bind. Traditionally a deeply 
conservative organisation, whatever 
it does will offend a voluble, 
influential body of opinion. 

My feeling is that tolerance works 
both ways, and there is nothing 
in Vunipola’s post that requires 
his expulsion from the game. He 
is entitled to his views, however 
crackpot they may appear to some. 
He is not advocating hatred, he is 
expressing a strand of thinking 
that is consistent with much of 
mainstream Christian teaching. He 
should be allowed to do so, without 
being drummed out of the game he 
loves. He is not a politician, able to 
create or influence social policies - 
he’s a sportsman. 

The RFU should call him in, and 
discuss with him his tacit support of 
Folau’s post (although it is debatable 
how much a Facebook “like” 
represents prima facie endorsement 
of an opinion). And then they should 
explain why, in today’s society, it 
is dangerous for a public figure to 
expose private beliefs, particularly 
if they are regarded as incompatible 
with the contemporary mores of 
society. And then he should be 
allowed to go about his business, 
hurling his massive frame at people 
for a living. 
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Racism and fascism stalk the land in a rerun of 1930s 


SOCIETY 


Alibhai- 
Brown 



O n his programme on 
Sunday, Andrew Marr 
showcased Ukip’s leader, 
Gerard Batten. Batten, 
now advised by the extremist 
Tommy Robinson, championed the 
Ukip MEP wannabe, Carl Benjamin, 
who once sent a tweet to the Labour 
MP Jess Phillips saying: “I wouldn’t 
even rape you”. 

Ukip’s leader also flaunted his 


anti-Muslim bigotry. Morally 
repugnant views are apparently now 
most welcome on the BBC, while 
morally upright people have to go 
through tough tests both in studio 
and out. Labour’s David Lammy 
averred on the same programme 
that politicians such as Boris 
Johnson, Jacob Rees-Mogg and 
other hard right-wingers in the 
ERG are the ideological progeny 
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of pre-war German Nazis and 
apartheiders in South Africa. 

Lammy’s accusations were, 
according to Marr, “dangerous” 
and “unacceptable”. To whom? 

The MP was in no mood to back off. 
He smashed the charade of BBC 
“objectivity” and exposed the racism 
and neo-fascism proliferating in the 
body politic. 

Feel the fury. Hear the bellows 
of the more fanatic Brexiteers. 
Witness the tacit complicity of a 
great journalist who does know 
better. Interestingly, on Channel 4, 
Michael Heseltine also came out 
this weekend with fearful warnings 
about the chilling similarities 
between the 1930s in Europe and 
Britain today. Yet it was Lammy who 
faced widespread opprobrium. We 
know why. 

How much more evidence do 
you need to show that racism and 
fascism are on the rise? How many 
scars, deaths, facts and figures, 
stories of pain, hopelessness and 
terror would be enough? The 
number of far-right people referred 
to the UK Government’s counter¬ 
extremism programme has risen by 
more than a third; the Assistant Met 
Commissioner, Neil Basu, confirms 
there has been a rise in hate crime 
and that some of the most violent, 
racist groups are attracting new 


supporters every day; Boris Johnson 
has been meeting the former Trump 
adviser Steve Bannon and uses his 
columns to whip up populist anger; 
Rees-Mogg tweeted a rousing video 
made by Germany’s openly bigoted 
Alternative fur Deutschland party; 
Farage is back with a new party 
and new ways to incite “patriotic” 
anger; footballers such as Raheem 
Sterling are taking on racist fans 
and the media. 

Every time I appear on radio or 
TV, posses of white men troll me. A 
rising grime musician told me how 
he has come to the end of the line: “I 
won’t swallow this racist shit - my 
parents went through it all. Now 
they come for us. My boy was beaten 
up by white thugs. I’m off.” 

Maggie Smith is appearing in 
a new play, A German Life , at the 
Bridge Theatre, London. She plays 
Brunhilde Pomsel, a woman who 
worked for Goebbels’ propaganda 
ministry. A sentence from it, 
referring to the atrocities carried 
out by the Nazis, sticks in my head: 
“We didn’t want to know about 
them.” That same willed denial 
keeps good people today from 
acknowledging evil. And so the evil 
grows. That is why Lammy was 
right to come out against racists and 
fascists on the Marr Show. The BBC 
owes him an apology. 




CULTURE 

Jenny 

Eclair 


Long live 

gender 

difference! 


W e’ve all met a man who 
doesn’t read female 
authors. According to 
social media over the 
past week, there are a number 
of men who didn’t get the 
female-led Fleabag, either. 

“I didn’t laugh once,” 
they tweeted. That’s 
OK, some women didn’t 
like it either. But guys, 
just because you don’t 
like a comedy written 
by and starring women 
doesn’t mean you need to 
be personally affronted by 
its success. 

There will be things you like that 
I don’t. For example, I have fallen 
asleep during every Jason Bourne 
film ever, but I don’t feel the need 
to insist they’re rubbish, because I 
know they’re not - they’re just not 
my bag. 

I don’t think life has to be a 
constant overlapping of gender Venn 
diagrams. I’ve lived with a member 
of the opposite sex for 36 years and 
our bookshelves and TV choices are 



not completely blended. On his side 
there are umpteen naval histories. 
Meanwhile over on my side I’ve 
got all the girlie stuff, with novels 
ranging from the Booker-nominated 
big hitters to supermarket trash. 
And just as my partner doesn’t 
expect me to sit up at silly hours 
watching the Grand Prix, I don’t 
expect him to hunker down for 
Dance Moms. 

There is no big issue with liking 
stuff that isn’t aimed at you. But 
the real problem occurs when you 
dismiss it out of hand. 

I’ve had several conversations 
over the past few months about Call 
the Midwife (inset) in which blokes 
have written it off as sentimental 
pap. Yes, it is sentimental: birth is 
one of the most emotional things 
in the world, so excuse me while I 
have a jolly good cry over a 
borrowed tot covered in 
artificial vernix. But 
it’s also a historically 
accurate depiction of 
female health and the 
social attitudes of the 
1950s and 1960s. 

I think women can 
be just as contemptuous 
of men’s cultural soft 
spots. How many of us 
disregard football as a stupid 
game watched by morons, find the 
Tour de France one big yawn fest? 

Personally I know I’m guilty of 
sneering at adult males who like 
sci-fi and in the future I’m going to 
try to curb that, because it’s none 
of my business, and anyway how 
can I make judgements when I like 
Kirstie’s Handmade Christmas and 
would watch it every day of the year 
if I could? Vive la difference, ladies 
and gents, the independent 
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First Night 


End game: ‘Thrones’ finale takes 
Winterfell’s finest back to the start 


PROPERTY 

The1950s house 
that could be a 
£10m fixer-upper 

By Jane Clinton 



‘Game of Thrones’ 

Season 8, Episode 1 

SKY ATLANTIC 

★ ★★★★ 

The Wall is down. The dead are 
coming. And after almost two 
years of waiting, the final season 
of Game of Thrones is here. 

If previous seasons spent 
their premieres checking in 
with characters and presenting 
new challenges for the season 
ahead, then this episode largely 
sticks to that format. But due 
to the helpful nature of most 
of the cast being in one of two 
locations, this is a far more agile 
opener than we are used to. 

The episode uses the 
Targaryen army’s descent upon 
Winterfell to mirror smartly 
the show’s very first episode, in 
which King Robert, his queen 
Cersei and the rest of the royal 
family came to the Northern 
stronghold to ask a difficult 
question of Ned Stark. 

For a show that has, latterly, 
often lurched away from 
its people and their politics 
for more bombastic and 
sensational set pieces, it’s 
telling that Thrones embraces 
this sense of everything 
coming full circle, of history 
repeating itself in subtle and 
not-so-subtle ways, and the past 
coming back to haunt people. 

In fact, it is largely an episode 
about compromise. Everywhere 
we look, characters are 
having to react to unexpected 
developments and learning 
the delicate art of mutual 
agreement in order to survive. 
In Winterfell, the Northern 
families must brace themselves 
as their King, Jon Snow, returns 
with a Targaryen, two dragons 
and a schoolboy crush on 


someone he may or may not 
have bent the knee to. 

Over in King’s Landing, 
Cersei must react to the news 
that her highly expensive army 
of sellswords has arrived with 


The new series of Game of Thrones 
was met with frenzied excitement 
from fans. The showbusiness 
paper Variety applauded its 
return, saying it was “hitting the 
accelerator and delivering major 
plot developments, hurriedly, in its 
home stretch”. 

One fan, Lauren Knight, wrote: 
“Freaking out over that Game of 


a few parts missing. The group 
are without their signature 
elephants, which they are 
known to use to knock down 
even the sturdiest of castle 
doors. Cersei, who doesn’t seem 


Thrones episode! So worth the wait. 
But why, why do we have to wait 
another week?” 

Actress Reese Witherspoon 
wrote: “Have a very important date 
with my couch.” 

Supermodel Chrissy Teigen said 
that her children had Locked her out 
of the room and would not Let her 
watch “because I talk too much”. 


to have kept her receipt, is told 
“elephants don’t travel well”. 

Some of the episode’s most 
powerful moments are some 
of the most devastating. Dany 
and Jorah meet with Sam 
in Winterfell library, where 
Sam learns about his father’s 
execution at the Queen’s hand. 
When he jokes about finally 
going back to Horn Hill now 
his brother is in charge, Dany 
corrects him; she killed him too. 

It is too much for Sam, and his 
breakdown is John Bradley’s 
finest work on the show, and one 
of the most emotional moments 
in Thrones' history. 

Chris Mandle 


‘Freaking out...’ How the fans responded 
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Smart 
speakers 
To outsell 
tablets’ 


By Rtiiaiuion W illiam s 

TECHNOLOGY i 

CORRESPONDENT A 


47% 


Sales of smart 
speakers are pre- 
dieted to overtake W 
tablets by 2021, de¬ 
spite fears over the 
privacy of the devices’ 
ability to record audio 
clips which may be listened to by 
human helpers. 

Amazon’s Echo line, Google 
Home and Apple’s HomePod are 


Growth in smart 
speaker ownership 
predicted in the UK 
this year, compared 
with 2018 


among the devices expected to sell 
207.9 million units in 2019, up from 
114 million units in 2018. 

According to market analyst Ca- 
nalys, sales of the voice-controlled 
speakers will surpass tablets in 
around 2021, consumer demand 
for which has plateaued. 

_ Smart speaker ownership 
. in the UK is expected to 
grow 47 per cent this 
year compared with 
2018. Demand is 
i forecast to be par- 
| ticularly strong in 
China and other 
East Asian markets, 
where 59.9 million 
devices are expected 
to be in use by the end of 
the year. “Smart assistants 
are becoming a conduit to offer 
services, such as assisted living, 
healthcare and government serv¬ 
ices,” said Canalys’ Jason Low. 




Police to crack down on 
e-scooters in London 


By Jane Clinton 

Police are cracking down 
on electric scooter riders in 
London in an effort to improve 
road safety. 

The initiative launched 
yesterday will involve the 
Metropolitan Police’s cycle 
safety team stopping and 
warning those riding the 
battery-powered scooters of the 
rules regarding them. 

Adult e-scooters, which 
travel at up to 20mph, are only 
permitted on private land. They 
cannot be used legally on the 
road or pavements. 

Using them on the road risks 


a £300 fixed penalty notice and 
six points on a driving licence. 

The e-scooters are included 
in a two-week operation 
targeting dangerously driven 
“powered two-wheelers” 
including motorbikes 
and scooters. 

Sgt Andy Osborne, of the 
cycle safety team, said there 
was a growing trend for 
scooters. Many drivers are ill- 
informed about the rules. 

“A lot of people will say ‘I 
didn’t realise’ and walk off,” 

Sgt Osborne told the Evening 
Standard. “If they do something 
particularly dangerous we will 
take it off them.” 


A “time capsule” house that has barely 
changed since the 1950s and still has a 
mint-green kitchen is on sale for £2.5m. 

The two-storey, one-bedroom property 
in Highgate, north London, was built for 
a GP and his wife. Their son, now 91, has 
been living in it for 20 years. 

Property experts say that the house, in 
a celebrity enclave favoured by the likes 
of Kate Moss and Jude Law, could be de¬ 
molished and replaced with a three-or 
four-bedroom home to increase its value. 
A local estate agent, Steve Day, said houses 
in the area often fetched up to £10m. 

The house is filled with what were then 
state-of-the-art features, including under¬ 
floor heating and a foot-pedal on the toi¬ 
let. There is also a cupboard between the 
living room, bedroom and balcony where 
a 1960s TV set on a turntable could be 
viewed from each room. 


Can’t Hear 
Voices On TV? 

The AccuVoice® Speaker uses patented 
hearing aid technology to make 
TV dialogue ultra-clear. 



Can’t hear dialogue on TV? Flat-screen TVs 
have tiny speakers with weak sound. Our 
AccuVoice® Speaker uses digital algorithms 
to lift voices out of background sounds. 
Dialogue is incredibly clear, even at low 
volumes. Only 17" wide, it fits anywhere - 
with just one connecting cord. Room-filling 
sound, with the clearest voices we’ve heard. 


“Great for folks who have trouble hearing the TV.” cnet 


zvox 

Great Sound. Made Simple. 

Free Shipping | info@zvox.com 

® ZVOX & AccuVoice are registered trademarks of ZVOX Audio. 


orderatamazon.co.uk 































Volkswagen 


*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the vehicle: 


and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. 


With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. With a 48 month contract and minimum 15% customer deposit. 18+. T&Cs apply^Subject to availability and status. Offer ends April 30th, 2019. Indemnities may be required. 
Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Freepost Volkswagen Financial Services. Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only 
compare fuel consumption and CO 2 figures with other vehicles tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend 
upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. There is a new test used for fuel consumption 
and CO 2 figures (known as WLTP). The CO 2 figures shown however, are based oh a calculation designed to be equivalent to the outgoing (NEDC) test cycle and will be used to 
calculate vehicle tax on first registration. For more information, please see www.volkswagen.co.uk/owners/wltp or consult your retailer. Data correct at 03/2019. Figures quoted 
are for a range of configurations and are subject to change due to ongoing approvals/changes. Please consult your retailer for further information. Official fuel consumption 
figures for the Touareg model range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): combined 32.8 (8.6) - 34.9 (8.1). Combined CO 2 emissions 173 g/km. 
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LIBYA 

Oil prices could 
soar because of 
renewed fighting 


CHINA 

12-hour shifts ‘a blessing*, says tech billionaire 


By Emily Ferguson 

The renewed spectre of civil war in 
Libya could send oil prices soaring 
after an armed attack on the western 
half of the country put oilfields in the 
northern Sahara up for grabs. 

Prices have already reached a five- 
month high, and industry experts say 
that they could go higher if Libya’s 
crude oil exports are disrupted. Libya 
produced more than one million bar¬ 
rels a day before the recent clashes. 

The country has descended into vi¬ 
olence since General Khalifa Haftar, 
the leader of an Egypt-backed gov¬ 
ernment in the eastern city of To¬ 
bruk, launched an offensive against 
Tripoli, the home of the government 
led by the UN-backed prime minister, 
Fayez Mustafa al-Sarraj. 

The fighting has so far displaced at 
least 4,500 residents of Tripoli, ac¬ 
cording to the United Nations. 

Gen Haftar’s Libyan National 
Army advanced to the outskirts of 
Tripoli almost two weeks ago but has 
been bogged down in the southern 
suburbs since armed groups rushed 
to defend the capital. The renewed 
fighting has for now scuppered a UN- 
brokered peace plan and led to the 


The UN heaLthagency 
says clashes between rival 
Libyan militias for control of the 
capital have killed 146 people this 
month. The WHO said 614 others 
have been wounded since 5 ApriL. 



Forces loyal to the government race 
to defend Tripoli AFP/GETTY 


postponement of a national reconcili¬ 
ation conference this week. 

As well as threatening to disrupt oil 
supplies from the Opec member, it is 
also feared that it could result in new 
migration across the sea to Europe. 

Major oilfields and export termi¬ 
nals are far from the clashes. But his¬ 
tory shows that fighting anywhere in 
Libya can cause dramatic swings in 
its oil output. Last June, crude ship¬ 
ments were suspended for weeks 
after Gen Haftar captured two ex¬ 
port terminals in eastern Libya from 
the Tripoli-based National Oil Corpo¬ 
ration (NOC) and transferred them 
to a rival oil authority. 

Exports dropped by 800,000 bar¬ 
rels a day and Libya lost almost $lbn 
before he handed the terminals back. 
Foreign buyers have so far refused to 
deal with the eastern company and 
only purchase oil from the NOC. 

Gen Haftar’s backers, including 
the United Arab Emirates, Egypt 
and France, still view him as the best 
person to heal the divisions which 
emerged after the dictator Muammar 
Gaddafi was deposed in 2011. 


By Jane Clinton 

One of China’s richest men has been 
criticised for endorsing the contro¬ 
versial culture of 12-hour workdays 
in the country’s technology indus¬ 
try, saying employees who worked 
longer hours will get the “rewards 
of hard work”. 

Jack Ma, the co-founder of the on¬ 
line shopping website Alibaba, has 


continued to argue for a 9am to 9pm 
working day and a six-day week, 
calling it a “blessing”. 

Mr Ma’s backing for the so-called 
“996 system” sparked a heated de¬ 
bate on Chinese social media. 

“Did you ever think about the eld¬ 
erly at home who need care, or the 
children who need company?” one 
critic of the idea wrote. 

Last week, Mr Ma warned that 


without the system, China’s econo¬ 
my was “very likely to lose vitality 
and impetus”. He was backed by fel¬ 
low entrepreneur Richard Liu, the 
boss of e-commerce firm JD.com. 

However, the state-controlled 
People's Daily wrote: “The manda¬ 
tory enforcement of 996 overtime 
culture not only reflects the arro¬ 
gance of business managers, but 
also is unfair and impractical.” 




Faithful flock to 
Holy Week events 


Catholic worshippers across the globe have begun their 
preparations for Easter. In Spain yesterday, penitents 
of Las Aguas brotherhood (above) processed through 
Seville, the capital of Andalusia, to mark the start of 
Holy Week. 

Meanwhile, Nicaraguan children (left) took part 
in an aquatic re-enactment of the Way of the Cross 
on Lake Cocibolca at Granada. 

MARCELO DEL POZO/REUTERS; INTI OCON/AFP 


1 CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 
No2554RY RADIAN 


ACROSS 

1 Music’s sharp, out of tune and 
oddly uneven (8) 

5/25A 10 show disapproval at 
woman’s black spikes (6,5) 

9 Upset at recent break in play (8) 

10 Track cash in Bucharest, last of 
it nicked by mum (6) 

12 10 cross ring going out (5) 

13 Increasingly corrupt Iraq Led US 
to be bamboozled (9) 

14 10 puts port back in mug (6) 

16 Doubt about case that ignores a 
lie (7) 

19 Brought on popular leader 
backed by Germany (7) 

21 Mathematician’s secretary’s 
about 50 (6) 

23 Contrary to popular beLief, he 
edited article (9) 

25 See 5 

26 Feds’ article trapped 
another 10 (6) 


27 State officer leads his men to a 
party (8) 

28 Large Ford crosses states to 
capital (6) 

29 Good boy scraps best suit (4,4) 

DOWN 

1 Cold moist rhubarb and yogurt 
starter (6) 

2 Shattered Waterford book 
end (9) 

3 10, one in a black suit (5) 

4 Touch up property son left in 
file (4.3) 

6 Team needs to follow ball all 
over the place (3,6) 

7 See 25 Down 

8 I call that woman up first for 
what idle cabbie wants (8) 

11 Good conductor leaves 10 (4) 

15 Where vehicle goes round with 
awful racket (9) 



Stuck on the cryptic crossword? For today’s solutions, call 0905789 3580. 

Calls cost 8op per minute plus your network access charge. If you are having 
trouble accessing this number, please call our helpdesk on 0333 202 3390. 

Full terms and conditions can be found on page 45 


17 Someone fancies her tip at a 
Roman institute (9) 

18 It’s just terrible losing the 
lead (8) 

20 10 set up 1000 10s (4) 

21 Tree product used as a 
sweetener? (4,3) 

22 10s turn over clubs (6) 

24 10 and what he solves? (5) 

25/7 10 certain to catch foreign 
hoodlums, except Last 3 (10) 


Solution to yesterday’s Cryptic 
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UNITED STATES 

Police officer condemns child’s deportation 


By Jessica Newman 

A leading US police official has hit 
out at an immigration order to de¬ 
port an 11-year-old Salvadorean girl 
without her family. 

Art Acevedo, the chief of police 
in Houston, Texas, said the decision 
made by an immigration judge was 
“heart-wrenching” and called for 
every “person of faith [to] speak out”. 


“The Nazis enforced their laws as 
well,” Mr Acevedo wrote. “You don’t 
separate children from their fami¬ 
lies! You’d have to kill me to take my 
child from me simply because I was 
trying to get them to a better place 
for a better tomorrow. I am glad to be 
on the right side of history.” 

It is not the first time that Mr 
Acevedo has attacked the authori¬ 
ties over immigration. He previously 


condemned the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s “zero-tolerance” policy, which 
resulted in thousands of children 
being separated from their parents. 

But his latest attack on the US 
government came after the Houston 
Chronicle reported last Thursday 
that 11-year-old Laura Maradiaga 
was given a deportation order after 
she was left off a docket for her fam¬ 
ily’s immigration court appearance. 




Easter's in full bloom 
with British Daffodils 


Easter is better together 


Daffodil Bouquet £4.00 Each. In participating stores from 14th April 2019. While stocks last. 



The family arrived in the US in 
October and told officials they were 
afraid for their safety in their na¬ 
tive country. They were released to 
pursue an asylum case, and later 
adhered to all court orders and ap¬ 
pearance dates, according to the 
Chronicle ’s report. 

Laura’s family say that it became 
dangerous for them to stay in El 
Salvador after one of their relatives 


testified against a gang member. The 
family claims to have had members 
murdered in retaliation by the gang. 


/ 2 \ About 2,700 children in 
1 ± • Latin America are to be 

reunited with their parents in the 
US after a court settlement in 
San Francisco Last week. 


WHITE HOUSE 

Call for Tramp aide 
to testify in Congress 


By Emily Ferguson 

To liberals and even moderate 
Republicans opposing Donald Trump 
on immigration, Stephen Miller is the 
spider in the web, spinning the gov¬ 
ernment’s most divisive policies. 

Now, Democrats are sharpening 
their focus on the powerful White 
House immigration adviser. Key 
Congress figures say that Mr Miller 
should testify in Congress about his 
role in recent policy controversies 
including Muslim travel bans and the 
separation of thousands of migrant 
children from their families. 

The talk of hauling Mr Miller 
before lawmakers comes days after 
The Washington Post reported that 
he played a key role in a plan first 
discussed last year to release undoc¬ 
umented immigrants into “sanctuary 
cities” represented by President 
Trump’s Democratic critics. 

The chairman of the House Judici¬ 
ary Committee, Jerrold Nadler, said: 
“Steve Miller, who seems to be the 
boss of everybody on immigration, 
ought to come before Congress and 
explain some of these policies.” 

Even one of Mr Miller’s own uncles 
has accused him of prompting rheto¬ 
ric that demonises asylum seekers 
and “stirs racist hatred”. David 
Glosser, a retired neuropsychologist 



Mr Miller should justify immigration 
policy controversies, say Democrats 


who volunteers at refugee organisa¬ 
tions in Philadelphia, last year wrote 
in Politico magazine: “Stephen Miller 
is an immigration hypocrite. I know, 
because I’m his uncle.” 

He noted that Mr Miller’s families 
were refugees from Belarus. 

He said: “I have watched with 
dismay and horror as my nephew, 
an educated man well aware of his 
heritage, is now the architect of 
immigration policies that repudiate 
the very foundation of our family’s 
life in this country.” 


POLITICS 

Gay mayor and navy veteran 
wants to run against Trump 

By Clark Mindock from being a relative outsider in na- 

in new york tional politics to a serious contender 

for the Democratic ticket. 

A little-known mayor from a small And, in a pool of candidates known 
city in Indiana, who is a former for its historic diversity, he 

Rhodes scholar, an Afghani- would be America’s first 

stan War veteran and an V openly gay president, the 

out gay man, has thrown . Jk nation’s youngest and, as 

his hat into the ring for |r** s a former Navy reservist, 

the Democratic Party’s the first to have served in 

presidential nomination. r the post-9/11 wars. 

Pete Buttigieg, 37, has H / Mr Buttigeig {inset) 

promised to bring to the said that he wants to 

White House the “courage centre politics on younger 

to reimagine our future” from Americans, adding that such 

his job as mayor of South Bend. voters have a strong stake in the 

The millennial mayor has mounted coming election because they are 
a surprisingly effective campaign in going to be at “the business end” of 
recent months that has taken him climate change, the independent 













NEWS 

4-29 


VOICES 

16-20 


TV 

30-31 


33-39 


BUSINESS SPORT 
40-43 48-55 




SPORT 




To conquer the 
world again, Woods 
had to first let it in 


Surly winning machine has gone - and 
so have the demons. By Jonathan Liew 


Tiger Woods clinches victory in the Masters at Augusta, Georgia REUTERS 


D uring those long months 
of convalescence, when 
the pain would sizzle 
through his joints like 
electricity, when walking 
was a daily struggle and swinging a 
club still a pipe dream, Tiger Woods 
began to despise golf so much that 
he could no longer even bear to 
watch it. 

Occasionally - perhaps during one 
of the big tournaments, or if a close 
friend was in contention - he would 
put it on. But always on mute. And 
always with another TV on, showing 
something else. For one of the 
greatest athletes of his generation, 
obsession had turned to curse. 

Now he is the star attraction 
again. As he sauntered up the 18th 
fairway at Augusta on Sunday 
afternoon, television executives 
were celebrating record ratings. 

As he tapped in for his fifth Green 
Jacket and 15th major championship 
overall, the resurrection of Tiger 
Woods was complete. 

One thing this wasn’t: a shock. 
Stop calling it a shock. 

It may have seemed unlikely some 
years ago, amidst those four back 
surgeries and the precipitous drop 
to No 1,199 in the world rankings. 

People will also remember the 
police footage of him being arrested 
in 2017, for driving while under the 
influence of prescription medication 
- and how his life unravelled after 
a car crash in 2009, when he drove 
his Cadillac into a tree and a fire 
hydrant after his then-wife, Elin 
Nordegren, discovered he had been 
cheating on her. 

Dropped by sponsors, he 
eventually made a televised apology, 
months later, in which he admitted: 
“I had affairs.” Celebrity had led him 
to believe he “deserved to enjoy all 
the temptations around me”. 


Back then, in February 2010, he 
conceded: “I do plan to return to golf 
one day. I just don’t know when that 
day will be.” 

But the moment Woods started 
playing golf seriously again, there 
was never the slightest chance he 
was doing it solely for kicks. 

Very little remains of the player 
who rewrote the rules of golf 
between 1997 and 2008 - his swing 
has been transformed - and very 
little remains of the man, either. 

The inscrutable, occasionally surly 
winning machine of his peak years 
has been replaced by a happier, more 
rounded individual: pain-free and 
seemingly carefree, at peace with 
himself and at peace with others. 

He’ll crack jokes on the course, 
or chat genially with his playing 
partners. Or, as his former coach 
Sean Foley put it: “He realises the 
bold approach he had all those years 
was necessary. But now, it’s not who 
he is any more.” 

In a way, Woods has swapped 
heaviness for lightness, and realised 
golf is supposed to be fun. “There 
was a time when he was so focused 
on winning he lost out on some of 
the relationships that go on out 
here,” said his tour colleague Brandt 
Snedeker. “He’s embraced that the 


last five years, kind of opened up to a 
mentor role to the younger guys.” 

Those long years of injury and 
rehab, as painful as they were, 
achieved something far more 
important still: they helped him 
to reconnect, to fix a personal life 
shattered by the death of his father, 
Earl, and his marital infidelities. 

“The most important thing 
is that I get to have a life with 
my kids,” he admitted in a 2015 
interview with Time magazine. 
“That’s more important than golf. 


I’ve come to realise that now.” And 
so perhaps this triumph will mean 
more to him than most, because 
it was the first he won by truly 
being himself. Or rather, the first 
he won as himself. Even the most 
devoted Tiger-watchers wondered 
aloud whether the snarl was the 
cornerstone of his success - whether 
the tamed new Tiger could ever 
match the brutal old one for pure, 
ice-cold menace. 

Well, here was their answer. As 
he walked from the 18th green, 
a Masters champion again, the 
first people to greet him were his 
mother Kultida, his children, Sam 
and Charlie, and his new girlfriend, 
Erica Herman. All around him, 
the galleries were on their feet, 
and like the millions watching on 
television you suspect they were 
united not simply in admiration for 
a great athlete, but in adoration for 
a changed man. Perhaps to conquer 
the world again, Tiger Woods first 
had to let it in. THE INDEPENDENT 

Sport, pages 54-55 


Woods’ mother Kultida celebrates at the final hole on Sunday with the golfer’s 
son Charlie Axel, 10, daughter Sam Alexis, li, and girlfriend Erica Herman; 
Woods is arrested in Jupiter, Florida, in May 2017 REUTERS; AP 


PEOPLE 

Sunlight started 
fire at Collins’flat 


By Craig Simpson 



Sunlight striking a shaving mir¬ 
ror triggered a blaze at the home 
of Dame Joan Collins. 

The concentrated rays led to a 
fire in the actress’s London flat. 
Firefighters rushed 
to the property in 
Belgravia after 
intense sunlight 
sparked flames 
in the en suite 
bathroom. 

The Dynasty 
star {inset) and 
her husband, 

Percy Gibson, fled 
after trying to put out 
the blaze with a fire extinguisher. 

Dame Joan tweeted her thanks 
to London Fire Brigade for dealing 
with the fire and providing treat¬ 
ment for smoke inhalation. 

Firefighters have warned peo¬ 
ple to beware of intense sunlight to 
avoid suffering a similar incident. 


PEOPLE 

Dot not giving up 
fags and booze 

By Craig Simpson 



The EastEnders veteran June 
Brown refuses to give up her wine, 
Guinness or cigarettes even as she 
approaches her 93rd birthday. 

The actress has embodied her 
TV character, Dot Cotton, 
for 34 years, but says 
she “will die of 
something fairly 
soon”, so is 
determined to 
keep smoking 
and indulging 
in dark choco¬ 
late, red wine 
and her favourite 
Irish stout. 

A smoker for more 
than 70 years, the soap star {inset) 
told Radio Times : “E-cigarettes 
are too heavy, but I love red wine 
and dark chocolate, even though 
I’m allergic to it. The Guinness 
helps me keep a bit of weight on.” 


POLICE 

Ukrainian ‘abducted grandchildren’ 

By Emily Ferguson back to London, where the children’s 

British father lives, so they could see 
The Metropolitan Police is inves- him. Sergiy and Ganna Tigikpo’s 

tigating allegations that one .■, names werre revealed after a 

of Ukraine’s richest men decision by the judge. The 

helped to abduct his two / I V \ children were “suffering 

British grandchildren / \ harm” by being sepa- 

from the UK to Ukraine, f ' n rated from their father, 

The banker and in- 1 , ) the court heard, and pub- 

dustrialist Sergiy Ti- \ v / licity could make their 

gipko {inset) helped his \ mother and grandfather 

daughter Ganna defy returnthem. 

High Court orders to bring W ^ Ms Tigipko said every- 

her children back to the UK thing she had done since her 

from Kiev, a judge ruled yesterday. husband left her in 2015 had been “for 

The court ordered Ms Tigipko the welfare of my children”. 


UNITED STATES 

Transgender woman beaten by mob 


One-minute Wijuko 

How to play Place 1-9 once 
in the grid, obeying the sums 
between pairs of squares 



By Jessica Newman 

A transgender woman in Texas 
has been severely beaten by a 
crowd shouting anti-gay insults. 

A video posted on Facebook 
reportedly showed the woman 
being attacked and insulted 
near a block of flats in southern 
Dallas. She was eventually 
carried away unconscious by 
other women. 

Dallas Police Department 
said that 29-year-old Edward 
Thomas had been arrested 
for his suspected role in an 


“aggravated assault”. The 
victim reported the attack on 
Friday while receiving hospital 
treatment for facial fractures, 
saying it had happened after 
she had been involved in a minor 
traffic accident. 

Police said “several other 
suspects” had joined in the 
assault after the main suspect 
began beating the woman. 

Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings 
said that he was “extremely 
angry about what appears to 
be mob violence against this 
woman” after viewing the video. 
































No one should have to pay 
for an honest mistake. 
That’s why we’ve created 
the TSB Fraud Refund 
Guarantee. 

If someone has been targeted by fraudsters, the last thing they want to worry about is getting 
their money back. 

But so often, far from being treated as victims of a crime, people have to fight their bank to 
get their money refunded. 

That’s why we’re announcing the TSB Fraud Refund Guarantee. 

It means that from 14 April 2019, if a TSB customer is clearly an innocent victim of fraud on 
their TSB account, we will refund the money they lost from their account. 

It goes further than any type of fraud guarantee offered by any other bank. 

It's just part of our ongoing commitment to fight fraud in Britain. 

Search TSB Fraud Refund Guarantee’. 


Local banking 
for Britain 



TSB’s Fraud Refund Guarantee will come into effect from 14 April 2019. TSB will not refund where customers are involved in committing the fraud. Customers that abuse the guarantee, 
for example by repeatedly ignoring account safety advice, may be excluded from future refunds under the guarantee. The conditions of the guarantee may be adjusted in future to guard 
against abuse or to help us prevent and prosecute fraud. We may also make adjustments to reflect guidance or requirements from regulators or enforcement authorities. 

TSB Bank pic Registered Office: Henry Duncan House, 120 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4LH. Registered in Scotland No. SC95237. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Registration No. 191240. TSB Bank pic is covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme and the Financial Ombudsman Service. 
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Panorama 


Around the 
world in 
10 stories 



DENMARK 

23 arrested as 
protesters riot 


SOUTH AFRICA 

Rhino horns 
seized by police 


Twenty-three people were 
arrested in connection with 
riots in Copenhagen, Danish 
police said yesterday, as 
counter-protests against a 
demonstration by a right-wing 
activist escalated. 

The unrest spread on Sunday 
after Rasmus Paludan, the 
founder of the anti-immigrant 
party Hard Line, held a 
demonstration. 

Police said some of those 
arrested would be questioned 
by a judge about suspected 
arson and violence against 
police officers. Reuters 


Police have intercepted 167 rhino 
horns believed to be destined for 
South East Asia in one of the coun¬ 
try’s biggest such hauls ever. 

Two suspects, aged 57 and 61, were 
arrested with the horns, after a tip- 
off, police said. 

Nearly 80 per cent of the world’s 
rhinos live in South Africa, and more 
than 1,000 were killed there each 
year from 2013 to 2017, according to 
conservation group Save the Rhino. 

That figure fell below 1,000 in 2018, 
but even so, more than two rhinos 
were killed each day of the year. Two 
rhino species have fewer than 80 ani¬ 
mals left in the wild. Reuters 


ITALY 

‘Risk of mass 
defections’ from 
Forza Italia 

By Angelo Amante 

IN ROME 

Silvio Berlusconi could suffer 
mass defections from his Forza 
Italia group if it performs badly 
in next month’s EU elections, 
putting the group’s future at 
risk, party figures have warned. 


Any splintering of Forza Italia 
would reinforce the position 
of hard-right deputy prime 
minister Matteo Salvini, who 
heads the rightist League, as 
leader of Italy’s right-of-centre 
bloc, and could strengthen the 
government in parliament. 

Former prime minister 
Mr Berlusconi would almost 
certainly retreat from frontline 
politics, opening the way for a 
new leadership to try to rebuild 
the once dominant moderate 
centre-right, now under siege 
from Eurosceptic nationalist 
groups. REUTERS 


Postcard 

From... 

Singapore 


Rain or shine, every day for the 
past year, Kanti Kagrana has 
walked a short distance from 
his son’s flat to Singapore’s 
HortPark, a national park 
where he grows chillies, 
eggplant and spinach in his 
allotment garden. 

Mr Kagrana, from India, is 
one of a growing community of 
urban farmers in Singapore, 
which introduced allotments 
in November 2017, similar to 
those found in the UK. 

Singapore now has more 
than 1,000 allotment gardens 
in a dozen of its national parks. 
Each is a raised planter bed 
measuring 2.5 metres by 


one metre, and can be leased 
for three years for S$57 (£32) 
annually. “I enjoy gardening, 
but there is not enough space 
in my son’s flat,” said Mr 
Kagrana, who has two plots. 

Agriculture accounts for 
only about one per cent of 
Singapore’s land area, but 
urban farms - including 
vertical and rooftop farms - 
are fast becoming popular. 

Last year, Singapore topped 
the Economist Intelligence 
Unit’s (EIU’s) Global Food 
Security Index for the 
first time, scoring high on 
metrics such as affordability 
and availability. 

However, as the country 
imports about 90 percent 
of its food, food security is 
susceptible to climate change 
and natural resource risks, the 
EIU noted. Reuters 

Rina Chandran 


SYRIA 

Red Cross asks for news 
of abducted employees 


By Stephanie Nebehay 

IN GENEVA 

The International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) has appealed for 
information on the fate of three em¬ 
ployees abducted in Syria more than 
five years ago and last known to have 
been held by Isis. 

Breaking its silence on the case, the 
independent aid agency identified the 
three as Louisa Akavi, a nurse from 
New Zealand, and Syrian drivers 
Alaa Rajab and Nabil Bakdounes. 

“Our latest credible information 
indicates that Louisa was alive in late 
2018,” it said. 

US-backed forces proclaimed the 



From left: Alaa Rajab, Louisa Akavi 
and Nabil Bakdounes AFP/GETTY 


capture of the last Isis territory in 
Syria last month, eliminating its rule 
over a “caliphate” it had proclaimed 
in Iraq and Syria in 2014. 


ICRC officials said Ms Akavi may 
have been swept up among some 
70,000 women and children who fled 
to al-Hol camp in north-eastern Syria 
after the fall of Isis. 

The ICRC president, Peter Mau¬ 
rer, raised her case during a visit to 
the camp, run by Kurdish-led Syrian 
Democratic Forces, in March. 

The three were travelling in a Red 
Cross convoy in 2013, delivering sup¬ 
plies to medical facilities in Idlib, 
north-western Syria, when it was 
stopped by armed men. Four other 
people abducted with them were re¬ 
leased the next day. 

The agency has a policy of never 
paying ransoms. REUTERS 



Art show 

scores 

points 

People play basketball 
as part of an art 
installation during 
the inauguration 
of the exhibition 
‘Behind the Wall’ 
at the 13th Havana 
Biennial, in the Cuban 
capital. American and 
international artists 
have flocked to the 
art show, which is 
designed to showcase 
new works. 

RAMON ESPINOSA; AP 


KOREAN PENINSULA 

South’s President seeks further talks with Kim 


By Hyonhee Shin 

IN SEOUL 

South Korea’s President, Moon Jae- 
in, said yesterday that he would pur¬ 
sue “in earnest” another summit with 
Kim Jong-un despite the North Ko¬ 
rean leader’s criticism of Seoul’s role 
as a mediator in stalled nuclear talks. 


NEW ZEALAND 

Ardern’s approval 
ratings increase 

New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern, who was 
praised for her handling of the 
Christchurch mosques shooting 
last month, has received her 
highest approval rating since 
taking office, a poll shows. 

The 1 NEWS Colmar Brunton 
survey showed that 51 per cent of 
respondents said Ms Ardern was 
their preferred prime minister, up 
seven percentage points from the 
last poll in February. Reuters 


Mr Moon has been eager to regain 
momentum in talks with North Korea 
since Mr Kim’s second summit with 
President Donald Trump, in Vietnam 
in February, failed because of con¬ 
flicting demands by Pyongyang for 
sanctions relief and by Washington 
for North Korean measures to aban¬ 
don its nuclear programme. 


ISRAEL 

Talks begin to 
name new PM 

The Israeli President, Reuven Rivlin, 
has begun consultations with repre¬ 
sentatives of the new parliament’s 
factions ahead of naming the coun¬ 
try’s next prime minister. 

The talks should be a formality. 
The ruling Likud and nationalist and 
Jewish ultra-Orthodox parties hold 
a 65-55 majority and are expected to 
vouch for Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
current Prime Minister. Mr Rivlin 
started his meetings yesterday with 
officials from Likud, ap 


Mr Kim said in a speech on Friday 
that he was willing to hold another 
summit with Mr Trump if the US 
adopted a “proper attitude”. 

While North Korea and the US 
have been discussing the North’s de¬ 
nuclearisation, South Korea has been 
taking steps to improve its ties with 
its old rival. Reuters 


UNITED STATES 

Record early thaw 
on Alaskan river 

Alaskan rivers that are usually 
frozen at this time of year are 
now free-flowing after a record 
early thaw. 

In the city of Nenana, ice on 
the Tanana River gave way just 
after midnight on Sunday. It was 
by far the earliest break-up in the 
102-year history of the Nenana Ice 
Classic, an iconic Alaska betting 
pool in which participants predict 
when the thaw will sink a wooden 
tripod placed on the ice. Reuters 
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Your first 
mortgage? 


Bring it on. 


You’ve successfully navigated life so far 
and now you’re ready to buy your own 
place. Ask our award-winning team 
about our 2 year fixed rate mortgage. 
It’s a big hit with first time buyers. 
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2 Year Fixed Rate 

Fee Saver Repayment Mortgage 

2 . 15 % 

The overall cost for comparison 

4 1 % 

■ ■ APRC 


10% deposit/90% loan to value 
Representative example 

A repayment mortgage of £135,000 payable 
over 35 years and 10 months initially on a 
fixed rate for 2 years at 2.15% and then on 
our Standard Variable Rate (SVR) of 4.1% 
(variable) for the remaining 33 years and 10 
months would require 24 monthly payments 
of £451.71 and 406 monthly payments of 
£598.71. The total amount payable would 
be £253,917.30 made up of the loan amount 
plus interest £118,917.30. 

In this example, the overall cost for 
comparison is 4.1% APRC representative. 


No arrangement fee, no booking fee, no standard valuation fee. 


An Early Repayment Charge applies during the fixed rate period. We will cover 
the cost of one standard valuation where this is required by us as part of your 
mortgage application. Other fees and charges may be payable to other people, 
such as legal fees. This offer may be withdrawn at any time without notice. 


Your home may be repossessed if you do not 
keep up repayments on your mortgage. 


Get started today 


■™ s 0800 085 2351 

TRUSTED 

MORTGAGE 


firstdirect.com 


first direct credit facilities are subject to status. Our Mortgage Team are available Mon to Fri 
8am to 10pm, Sat 8am to 8pm and Sun 9am to 8pm. Because we want to make sure we’re 
doing a good job, we may monitor and/or record our calls. © HSBC Group 2019. All Rights 
Reserved, first direct. 40 Wakefield Road, Leeds, LS98 1FD. 



Madagascar isn’t unique. The 
impact humans are having on the 
natural world is all too obvious 
when you look down at the planet 
from space. By combining images 
taken over weeks, months and 
years we can see cities growing 
and wild spaces shrinking. 

Rather than just observing the 
problems, however, these cameras 
in space can help in the fight to pro¬ 
tect the planet. In areas of remote 
forest, difficult to monitor from the 
ground, they are being used to spot 
areas of illegal deforestation and 
help the authorities to respond to 
it faster. 

VOLCANIC ISLAND 

Take a look at the two images on 
the right. The first shows two of 
more than 170 small islands that 
make up the Kingdom of Tonga in 
the South Pacific, east of Australia. 
In the second picture, these islands 
are dramatically transformed, 
joined into a single landmass. 

The islands sit in a highly active 
volcanic zone that stretches from 
Fiji to New Zealand. In December 
2014 a powerful underwater volca¬ 
no known as Hunga Tonga-Hunga 
Ha’apai erupted below the islands, 
spewing magma and ash plumes 
30,000 feet into the air. 

The eruption was so power¬ 
ful and the area so unstable that 
studying the event from ground 
level was dangerous. Cameras in 
space gave geologists an exciting 
opportunity to follow the volcano’s 

V_ 



A round 3,000 satellites 
orbit the Earth, many 
armed with cameras 
taking images of what 
is going on hundreds 
of miles below. Their photographs 
can be breathtakingly beautiful 
but they are also important as they 
allow us to monitor the health of 
our home and its wildlife. 

The world’s largest beaver dam, 
for example, stands out from the 
Canadian landscape like a wonder 
of the natural world, when we look 
down upon British Columbia. But 
in Siberia, rings in the Russian ice 
are clear signs of global warming 
putting seal pups in danger. 

Here, we profile three land¬ 
scapes seen in the new series Earth 
from Space and analyse what we 
can learn from them. 

MADAGASCAR 

Just a century ago, much of this 
island would have been green with 
tropical forest and mangroves. 
Now we can see in the picture 
above - captured by a satellite 
over the Indian Ocean, more than 
380 miles up - that many of its 
trees have been logged or cleared 
to make way for farmland. 

Without their roots holding 
the island’s earth together, heavy 
rainfall washes the red soil into 
the rivers and out into the ocean. 
It’s clear to see in this picture why 
astronauts looking down on the is¬ 
land have described Madagascar 
as “bleeding”. 
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1. Red earth runs 
into the rivers 
of Madagascar; 

2. The islands 
of Tonga in the 
South Pacific, 
before (top) 
and after a 
volcano erupted; 

3. Satellites 
are making it 
easier to track 
wildfires; 4. 
Farming strips 
in Bolivia; 5. 
Rivers wind 
throughthe 
Amazon jungle 
in Peru; 

6. The canals 
and islands of 
Venice; 

7. Droppings, 
visible from 
space, reveal 
colonies of 
penguins; 

8. The delta of 
the Mississippi 
DEIMOS IMAGING; 
NASA/JSC; 
DIGITALGLOBE; 
ESA/NASA 


progress safely. As the eruption 
subsided, stunning satellite images 
revealed that it had created a new 
island 500 metres long. 

It was thought that the island 
would quickly wash back into the 
ocean. Instead the ash and seawater 
reacted to create hard rock. Today 
the new island is still standing - one 
of only three born in the past 150 
years to have survived more than a 
few months. 

Four years later and Hunga Ton- 
ga-Hunga Ha’apai has delighted 
scientists by showing extraordinary 
signs of life. Flowering plants cover 
the ash, and birds such as terns and 
barn owls have been sighted. 

Nasa scientists predict that the 
rock could last anywhere between 
six and 30 years, but as it is already 
showing signs of erosion, the race is 
on to study this unique island before 
it disappears back into the ocean. 

PENGUINS FROM SPACE 

Emperors are the tallest and heavi¬ 
est of penguins, standing more than 
a metre tall and weighing up to 45kg. 

Despite their size, these birds 
are incredibly difficult to find and 
to study. They are endemic to Ant¬ 
arctica, living only amid the ice and 
snow at the very bottom of the world. 

Reaching these colonies is chal¬ 
lenging enough, but the penguins 
breed during the Antarctic winter, 
so finding the colonies and making 
accurate counts of the birds’ num¬ 
bers is made almost impossible by 
hostile conditions. 


Satellite cameras 
are picking out the 
moving smear of 
pengum droppings 

Cameras in space continue to 
take images throughout the worst 
of Antarctic winters. They give 
scientists the opportunity to ex¬ 
plore the ice and snow without ever 
having to set foot on land. But the 
scientists aren’t searching for the 
penguins themselves. 

Zoom in on the white of the ice 
shelf and brown patches appear. Fol¬ 
low these patches over weeks and 
they start to move across the ice. 
These patches are what scientists 
are looking for. 

On the ice, all water is frozen solid, 
so penguins eat the snow they stand 
on. But as the colony feeds, the ice 
becomes covered in their droppings 
and so they must keep moving to find 
fresh snow. Satellite cameras aren’t 
picking out penguins, but the mov¬ 
ing smear of their poo. 

Tracking penguin poo has proved 
so successful a technique that more 
than half the known colonies of 
Emperor penguins have been dis¬ 
covered from space. Now scientists 
are using the same powerful tool to 
help track and monitor the health of 
other bird populations in the remot¬ 
est places on our planet. 

‘Earth From Space’ begins at 9pm 
tomorrow on BBCi 




















Television Tuesday 16 April 


CRITIC’S 

CHOICE 

GERARD GILBERT 



PICK OF THE DAY 

The Great British School Swap 

9pm, Channel 4 

This Latest prime-time exercise in 
social engineering, in which a white 
school and a mainly Asian school 
swap pupils to see what happens, is 
both encouraging and depressing in 
equal measures, the Levels of mutual 
ignorance and prejudice in 21st- 
century Britain quite shocking. But 
maybe that’s the point. The series 
begins with 12 pupils from a 
Tamworth school that is loo per 
cent white attending classes at 
SaLtley in Birmingham, where 
three-quarters of the population is 
Muslim. The flashpoint in this 
opening film concerns Lucas, who 
is bisexual and transitioning from 
male to female, and Kiran (left, with 
Lucas), who “doesn’t Like gay people”. 


Your Home Made Perfect 

8pm, BBC2 

In the traditional Kirstie and Phil/ 
Kevin McCLoud/George CLarke 
makeover property show, the big 
reveal, when the renovation is duly 
completed, usually comes at the end 
of the programme. The innovation 
here is that the clients wear 
virtual-reality goggles to see exactly 
what their homes are going to Look 
Like before anyone so much as takes 
a sledgehammer to any dividing 
wall, and are able to choose between 
two architects’ competing visions. 
First up are Andy and Esther, whose 
three-bedroom semi in Stirlingshire 
suffers from (according to this 
week’s architects Robert and Laura) 
“fatty circulation” and “useless 
space”. Angela Scanlon is the host. 


Trust Me 

9pm, BBCi 

The first series of Dan Sefton’s 
medical thriller starred Jodie 
Whittaker as a fake doctor, but now 
Alfred Enoch plays a paralysed 
soldier. In a brilliantly 
claustrophobic scenario, Corporal 
James McCain arrives at a spinal 
unit in Glasgow after being seriously 
injured while on active service. He is 
greeted by John Hannah’s consultant 
with: “Don’t worry, you’re in safe 
hands now” - reassuring words that 
turn out to be far from the truth. 


Surgeons: At The Edge Of Life 

9pm, BBC2 

“It just feels Like this monster,” 
says police officer Loretta of a 


mysterious condition that is 
destroying the bones and muscles 
in her face, causing her mouth to 
fuse shut. Can the pioneering 
Birmingham surgeons save her? 

In another tricky operation, 64-year- 
old Nora has an unusual cancerous 
tumour that is Lodged at the junction 
of her brain and spine - a place riven 
with endless complicated wiring. 


Don’t Forget The Driver 

10pm, BBC2 

You would be hard-pressed to call 
this new, Bognor-set series 
co-written by and starring Toby 
Jones a “comedy”, while the term 
“dramedy” doesn’t quite do justice 
to its unusual tone either. Anyway, 
Jones’s coach driver Peter is haunted 
by the distressing incidents of the 
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6pm 


6.00 Breakfast (S). 9.15 
Animal Park Easter 
Special (R) (S). 10.00 
Homes Under The 
Hammer (S). 11.00 The 
Sheriffs Are Coming (R) 

(S). 11.45 Close Calls: On 
Camera (S). 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt (R) (S). 1.00 BBC 
News At One; Weather (S). 
1.30 BBC Regional News; 
Weather (S). 1.45 Doctors 
(S). 2.15 Curiosity (S). 3.00 
Escape To The Country (S). 
3.45 Home Is Where The 
Art Is (S). 4.30 The Repair 
Shop (S). 5.15 Pointless (S). 


6.00 BBC News At 
Six; Weather (S). 

6.30 BBC Regional 
News (S). 

6.55 Party Election 
Broadcast (R) 

(S). 


6.30 The Repair Shop (R) 

(S). 7.15 Home Is Where 
The Art Is (R) (S) 8.00 Sign 
Zone; CeLebrity Painting 
Challenge (R) (S). 9.00 
BBC News Atg(S). 10.00 
Victoria Derbyshire (S). 
11.00 BBC Newsroom Live 
(S). 1.00 The Super League 
Show (S). 1.45 Back In Time 
For Dinner (R) (S). 2.45 
Jaguars; Brazil’s Super 
Cats (R) (S). 3.45 The Hairy 
Builder (R) (S). 415 The 
Hairy Builder (R) (S). 4.45 
Eggheads (R) (S). 5.15 Flog 
It! (R)P 


6.00 Richard 

Osman’s House 
Of Games (R) (S). 

6.30 Island Medics 

The Gilbert 
Bain Hospital in 
Lerwick (R) (S). 


6.00 Good Morning 
Britain (S). 8.30 Lorraine 
(S). 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show (R) (S) 10.30 This 
Morning (S). 12.30 Loose 
Women (S). 1.30 ITV News; 
Weather (S). 1.55 ITV 
Regional News; Weather 
(S). 2.00 Judge Rinder (S) 
3.00 Tenable (R) (S). 3.59 
ITV Regional Weather (S). 
4.00 Tipping Point (S). 

5.00 The Chase (S). 


6.00 ITV Regional 
News; Weather 
(S). 

6.25 Party Election 
Broadcast (S). 

6.30 ITV News; 

Weather (S). 


6.25 Cheers (R) (S). 6.55 
Cheers (R) (S). 7.20 Cheers 
(RMS). 7-45 Frasier (R) 

(S). 8.10 Frasier (R) 

(S). 8.40 Frasier (R) 

(S). 9.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (R) (S). 
9.40 Everybody Loves 
Raymond (R) (S). 10.10 
Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA (R) (S). 
11.05 Car SOS (R) (S). 12.00 
Channel 4 News Summary 
(S). 12.05 Come Dine With 
Me (R) (S). 1.05 Escape To 
The Chateau: DIY (R) (S). 
2.10 Countdown (S). 3.00 
A Place In The Sun(R) (S). 
4.00 A New Life In The 
Sun (S). 5.00 Four In A 
Bed (S) 5.30 Extreme Cake 
Makers (S). 


6.00 The Simpsons 

Homer tries 
to fulfil his 
mother’s dying 
wish (R) (S). 

6.30 Holly oaks (R) (S). 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 
Jeremy Vine (S) 11.15 
Traffic Cops (R) (S). 12.10 5 
News Lunchtime (S). 12.15 
Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away! (R) (S). 1.10 Access 
(S). 1.15 Home And Away 
(S). 1.45 Neighbours 
(S). 2.15 FILM: Jesse 
Stone: Benefit Of The 
Doubt (Robert Harmon 
2012) Detective thrilLer, 
starring Tom SeLleck (S). 
4.00 Friends (R) (S). 4-3° 
Friends (R) (S) 5.00 5 News 
At 5 (S). 5.30 Neighbours 
(SMS). 


6.00 Home And Away 

Colby discovers 
that Bella has 
fLed the Bay (R) 
(S). 

6.30 5 News Tonight 

(S). 



6.00 The Planet’s Funniest 
Animals (S). 6.20 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World 
Records (S). 7.10 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold (S). 

8.00 Emmerdale (S). 8.25 
Coronation Street (S). 8.55 
Coronation Street (S). 

9.25 The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (S) 10.15 BGT:Top 
10 Astonishing Acts (S). 
11.15 You’ve Been Framed! 
Gold (S). 11.45 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold (S). 12.15 
Emmerdale (S) 12.40 
Coronation Street (S). 1.15 
Coronation Street (S). 1.40 
The Ellen DeGeneres Show 
(S). 2.35 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show (S) 3.40 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show (S). 4 45 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show (S). 5.50 
Take Me Out (S). 



7.00 The One Show 

7.00 Antiques Road 

7.00 Emmerdale 

7.00 Channel 4 News 

7.00 Secrets Of The 

7.00 Beyond 100 

7.10 FILM: Ride 

7.00 You’ve Been 


Live chat (S). 

Trip Antiques 

David offers 

(S). 

National Trust 

Days; Weather 

Along (Tim 

Framed! Gold 

7pm 

7.30 EastEnders 

experts 

Jacob respite (S). 


With Alan 

(S). 

Story 2014) 

Home videos (S). 

Kathy is 

compete to 

7.30 Save Money: 


Titchmarsh The 

7.30 Secrets Of 

Police comedy, 

7.30 You’ve Been 


surprised to 

make the most 

Lose Weight (S). 


host visits a 

Bones How 

starring Ice 

Framed! Gold 


learn Lola’s 

money at 



Grade 2 listed 

skeletons have 

Cube and Kevin 

(S). 


news (S). 

auction (S). 



building (R) (S). 

evolved (S). 

Hart (S). 



8.00 HolbyCity 

8.00 Your Home 

8.00 Emmerdale 

8.00 Food 

8.00 The Yorkshire 

8.00 Blue Planet II 


8.00 You’ve Been 


A startling 

Made Perfect 

An incident 

Unwrapped 

Vet Julian 

Creatures that 


Framed! Gold 

8pm 

incident 

New series. 

leaves Harriet 

Jimmy Doherty 

races to help 

live on coral 


Featuring a 

forces Zosia to 

Property 

terrified (S). 

is in Iceland to 

a horse that 

reefs (S). 


seemingly 


reconsider her 

makeover show, 

8.30 Hard To Please 

see if booze can 

has suffered a 



possessed 


future at Holby 

with Angela 

OAPs (S). 

keep a person 

painful injury 



toddler (S). 


(S). 

Scanlon (S). 


warm (S). 

(S). 





9.00 Trust Me New 

9.00 Surgeons: At 

9.00 The Widow 

9.00 The Great 

9.00 Ben Fogle: 

9.00 Looking For 

9.00 FILM: The 

9.00 Through 


series. Drama, 

The Edge Of Life 

Georgia puts 

British School 

New Lives In 

Rembrandt The 

Huntsman: 

The Keyhole 

9pm 

starring Alfred 

Surgeon Tim 

herself in 

Swap New 

The Wild New 

story behind 

Winter’s 

With Stephen 


Enoch (S). 

Martin operates 

danger to get 

series (S). 

series. Ben 

Rembrandt’s 

War (Cedric 

MuLhern, Louis 



on a woman 

closer to Pieter 


meets a British 

most iconic 

Nicolas-Troyan 

Walsh and 



with a rare 

(S). 


coupLe living in 

work, The Night 

2016) Fantasy 

Rochelle Humes 



disease (S). 



Peru (S). 

Watch (S). 

adventure (S). 

(S). 


10.00 BBC News At 

10.00 Don’t Forget 

10.00 ITV News At Ten 

10.00 First Dates 

10.00The Murder 

10.00 Bloody Queens: 


10.00 Family Guy 


Ten (S). 

The Driver 

(S). 

New series. 

Next Door 

Elizabeth And 


Lois becomes a 

10pm 

10.25 BBC Regional 

Peter makes a 

10.30 ITV Regional 

Return of the 

The story of an 

Mary (S). 


sex education 

News; Weather 

rash decision 

News (S). 

restaurant- 

elderly couple 



teacher (S). 


(S). 

(S). 

10.45 The Jonathan 

based dating 

killed by a 



10.30 Family Guy 


10.35 Eating With My 

10.30 Newsnight (S). 

Ross Show 

show, hosted by 

neighbour (S). 



Stewie falls in 


Ex (S). 


(R) (S). 

Fred Sirieix (S). 




love (S). 


11.05 I’m Coming Out 

11.15 A House 

11.45 The Bay Lisa 

11.05 Ramsay’s 24 

11.05 Flaunting My 

11.00 Stuff: A 

11.15 FILM: Gladiator 

11.00 Family Guy (S). 


Young adults 

Through Time 

furiously seeks 

Hours To Hell 

Fat For Cash 

Horizon Guide 

(Ridley Scott 

11.30 American Dad! 

flnwi 

come out about 

The residents 

out Sean (R) (S). 

And Back New 

Three women 

To Materials 

2000) Oscar- 

Stan becomes a 

11 pm 

their sexuality 

of Ravensworth 


series. The 

making money 

Developments 

winning Roman 

college security 


(R) (S). 

Terrace from 


Trolley Stop 

from their size 

in materials 

epic, starring 

guard (S). 


11.35 Getting High 

the 1860s to the 


Cafe in New 

(R) (S). 

science (S). 

Russell Crowe 

11.55 American Dad! 


For God? (R) (S). 

1900s (R) (S). 


Orleans (S). 



(S). 

(S). 


12.10 BBC News (S) 

12.15 Sign Zone: 

12.40 Tenable (R) (S). 1.30 

12.00 Celebrity SAS: Who 

12.05 The Great British 

12.00 Dissected: The 

2.20 FILM: Red Army (Gabe 

12.25 FILM: Underworld: 



Pilgrimage: The Road To 

Jackpot247 3.00 All Star 

Dares Wins 12.55 Grand 

Benefits Hotel 1.00 

Incredible Human Foot 

Polsky 2014) Documentary 

Evolution (Len Wiseman 



Rome (R) (S). 1.15 Sign 

Family Fortunes (R) (S). 

Designs 1.50 Restoration 

Teleshopping 3.00 Access 

(S). 1.00 Roger Bannister: 

about the Soviet Union's 

2006) Action fantasy 

Late 


Zone: Inside The Factory 

3.45 ITV Nightscreen 5.05 

Man 2.45 Supershoppers 

3.10 Wentworth Prison 

Everest On The Track (S). 

ice hockey team (S). 4.00 

sequeL, starring Kate 



(R)(S). 2.15 This Is BBC 

The Jeremy Kyle Show 

3.15 French Collection 

4.00 The Railways That 

2.00 Blue Planet II (S). 3.00 

Close 

Beckinsale (S). 2.30 



Two (S). 

(R) (S). 

4.10 All Star Driving 

Built Britain 4.45 House 

Looking For Rembrandt 


Teleshopping 





School 4.35 Kirstie’s 

Doctor 5.10 Great Artists 

(S). 4.00 Close 



^_ 




Handmade Treasures 

5-35 Wildlife SOS 
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previous night, when he discovered 
that he had inadvertently imported 
an illegal immigrant from France, 
and had a disturbing confrontation 
with a seeming people smuggler, as 
he takes a church group to a donkey 
sanctuary. Meanwhile, his daughter 
Kayla (Erin Kellyman), endures her 
first day at work at the snack shack. 


First Dates 

iopm, Channel 4 

The restaurant-based dating show 
returns with energetic owl 
sanctuary volunteer Krystal 
worrying that her larger-than-life 
personality and chattiness will scare 
men off. On another table, beautician 
Georgia is hoping for “a football- 
playing Cara Delevingne” - and 
sort of finds it in Georga. 


FILM 

CHOICE 

LAURENCE PHELAN 



FILM OF THE DAY 
Limitless 
9pm, sStar 

(Neil Burger, 2011) 

Putting to good use the popular 
fallacy that humans only use a small 
percentage of their brains, this flashy 
techno-thriller gives Bradley Cooper 
(left) a top-secret designer drug that 
Lets him tap into the remaining 80 
per cent. Effectively, it’s a superhero 
movie in which the hero’s new powers 
are intelligence and a good memory. 
(Sample dialogue: “I read Brian 
Greene’s Elegant Universe in three 
days - and I understood it!”) It ends 
up just another running-and-chasing 
action movie, but for a while, as it’s 
celebrating the buzz of brainpower 
and making you feel Like anything is 
possible, it provides a real cinematic 
high. Robert De Niro co-stars. 


The Dark Knight 

10.20pm, Sky Cinema Superhero 

(Christopher Nolan, 2008) 

Thanks to Heath Ledger, this Large- 
canvas action movie belongs to 
Batman’s colourful adversary the 
Joker: a deranged anarcho-terrorist 
in flaking facepaint taking a place 
in the pantheon of all-time great 
movie psychopaths. 


Dazed And Confused 

1.40am, Sky Cinema Comedy 

(Richard Linklater, 1993) 

School’s out for the summer of 1976, 
and this free-wheeling coming-of-age 
film follows a group of Texan teens 
for a night as they drive around, drink, 
chat and act Like teens. Ben Affleck 
and Matthew McConaughey star. 


ON DEMAND 

Fleabag 
BBC iPlayer 

The triumphant second 
series of Phoebe Waller- 
Bridge’s comedy. 

The Tick 
Amazon Prime 

Return of the most eccentric 
addition to/deconstruction 
of the superhero genre. 

Mimi On A Mission 
BBC iPlayer 

YouTuber Mimi Missfit takes 
a Look at sex and relationship 
guidance in the Netherlands. 




.More 

■x 


sky I 


sky 


atlantic 


Radio 

BBC Radio 1 


6.00 Classic Coronation 
Street (S). 6.25 Classic 
Coronation Street (S). 

6.55 Heartbeat (S). 8.00 
Murder, She Wrote (S). 

9.00 Judge Judy (S). 9.30 
Judge Judy (S) 10.00 
Judge Judy (S). 10.30 
Agatha Christie’s Poirot 
(S). 12.40 Heartbeat (S). 

1.45 Classic Emmerdale 
(S). 2.15 Classic Emmerdale 
(S). 2.50 Classic Coronation 
Street (S). 320 Classic 
Coronation Street (S). 3.55 
Agatha Christie’s Poirot 
(S). 5-55 Heartbeat (S). 


7.00 Murder, She 
Wrote Jessica 
receives 
shocking news 
about her late 
husband (S). 


8.00 Midsomer 
Murders 

A dairy worker 
is crushed to 
death by a 
giant round 
of cheese (S). 


10.00 DCI Banks 

Part one of 
two. A devoted 
husband and 
father goes 
missing (S). 


6.00 Hollyoaks (S). 6.30 
Hollyoaks (S). 7.00 Rules 
Of Engagement (S). 8.00 
Sabrina The Teenage Witch 
(S). 9.00 Baby Daddy (S). 

9.30 Baby Daddy (S). 10.00 
The Big Bang Theory (S). 

10.30 The Big Bang Theory 
(S). 11.00 The Goldbergs 
(S). 11.30 The Goldbergs (S). 
12.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
(S). 12.30 Brooklyn Nine- 
Nine (S) 1.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 1.30 The Big 
Bang Theory (S). 2.00 Baby 
Daddy (S). 2.30 Baby Daddy 
(S). 3.00 Brooklyn Nine- 
Nine (S). 3.30 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine (S). 400 The 
Goldbergs (S). 4-30 The 
Goldbergs (S) 5 00 The 
Crystal Maze (S). 


6.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 

6.30 The Big Bang 
Theory Raj is 

upset when 
Lucy runs away 
from a date (S). 

7.00 Hollyoaks 

Ollie tells 
Mandy that 
Luke wants a 
paternity test 
(S). 

7.30 Speechless ( 5 ). 

8.00 The Big Bang 
Theory Sheldon 
punishes 
Leonard for a 
past mistake (S). 

8.30 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 

9.00 Charmed The 

sisters turn to 
The Elders for 
advice about 
Harry (S). 


10.00 FILM: Oblivion 

(Joseph Kosinski 

2013) Sci-fi 
adventure, 
starring Tom 
Cruise (S). 


8.55 A Place In The Sun: 
Winter Sun (S). 9.55 A 
Place In The Sun: Winter 
Sun (S) 10.55 The Great 
British Bake Off (S). 12.15 
Find It, Fix It, Flog It (S). 
1.15 Four In A Bed (S). 1.45 
Four In A Bed (S) 2.15 Four 
In A Bed (S). 2.50 Four In A 
Bed (S). 3.20 Four In A Bed 
(S). 3.50 Food Unwrapped 
(S). 4 20 Food Unwrapped 
(S). 4-55 The Secret Life 
Of The Zoo (S) 5-55 The 
Supervet (S). 


6.55 999: On The 
Frontline 

Paramedics 
respond to a 
well-known 
drunk nuisance 
calLer (S). 

7.55 Grand Designs 

The conversion 
of a Grade 
ll-listed barn 
in Essex (S). 


9.00 Wild Amazon 

The mating 
habits of 
animals in the 
rainforest (S). 


10.0024 Hours In 

A&E A delivery 
man is rushed 
to A&E after 
an accident 
involving a 
police car (S). 


6.00 RSPCA Animal 
Rescue (R) (S). 6.30 RSPCA 
Animal Rescue (R) (S). 7.00 
Animal House (R) (S) 8.00 
Monkey Life (R) (S). 9.00 
Monkeys And Apes: Wild 
Files (R). 9.15 SO Beano! 

9.30 Play Your Pets Right 
9.45 Big Cats: Wild Files 
10.00 The Athena 10.30 
The Simpsons (R) (S). 

11.00 Modern Family (R) 
(S). 11.30 Modern Family 
(R) (S) 12.00 NCIS: Los 
Angeles (R) (S). 1.00 Hawaii 
Five-o (R) (S). 2.00 Hawaii 
Five-o (R) (S). 3.00 Modern 
Family (R) (S) 3 30 Modern 
Family (R) (S) 4 00 The 
Simpsons (R) (S) 4-30 The 
Simpsons (R) (S). 5.00 

The Simpsons (R) (S). 5.30 
Futurama (R) (S). 

6.00 Futurama First 
episode of the 
sci-fi animation 
series (R) (S). 

6.30 The Simpsons 
Springfield gets 
CCTV (R) (S). 

7.00 The Simpsons 

Moe stirs up 
marital strife 
(R) (S). 

7.30 The Simpsons A 

new neighbour 
moves in (R) (S). 

8.00 Arrow Mia and 

William venture 
into the Glades 
on a mission. 


9.00 SEAL Team 

Jason tries to 
find a way to 
pay for Emma’s 
college fees. 


10.00 A League Of 
Their Own 

With Geri 
Horner, John 
Terry and Josh 
Widdicombe (R) 
(S). 


6.00 Fish Town (R) (S). 7.00 
Richard E Grant’s Hotel 
Secrets (R) (S). 8.00 The 
British (R) (S). 9.00 The 
West Wing (R)(S). 10.00 
The West Wing (R)(S). 
11.00 CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation (R) (S). 12.00 
Without A Trace (R) (S). 
1.00 Without A Trace (R) 
(S). 2.00 Blue Bloods (R) 

(S). 3.00 The West Wing (R) 
(S). 4.00 The West Wing (R) 
(S). 5 00 Without A Trace 
(R) (S). 


6.00 Without A Trace 

An investigative 
journalist goes 
missing (R) (S). 


7.00 CSI: Crime 
Scene 

Investigation 

A man is found 
crushed to 
death in a hotel 
room (R) (S). 

8.00 Blue Bloods 

Danny’s family 
is put in danger 
by a drug lord 
(R) (S). 


9.00 The Case 

Against Adnan 
Syed Last in 
the series. 


10.10 Game Of 

Thrones The 

fantasy drama 
returns for its 
eighth and final 
season (R). 


11.00 DCI Banks 

A recently 
rescued kidnap 
victim is found 
murdered (S). 


12.05 Vera (S) 2.00 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 


12.30 8 Out Of 10 Cats (S) 
1.25 The Big Bang Theory 
(S). 2.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (S). 2.25 Gogglebox 
(S). 3.20 Celebs Go Dating 
(S). 4.10 Charmed (S). 4 5° 
The Big Bang Theory (S). 


11.05 Nightwatch 
Nation: 

Emergency 911 

A brawl erupts 
in Meghan 
and Dee’s 
ambulance (S). 

12.00 999: What’s Your 
Emergency? (S) 1.05 999: 
On The Frontline (S). 2.10 
24 Hours In A&E (S). 3.10 
8 Out Of 10 Cats (S). 3.50 
Close 


11.00 Curfew An act 

of sabotage 
causes all hell 
to break loose 
(R). 


12.00 Road Wars (R) 1.00 
DC’s Legends Of Tomorrow 
(R). 2.00 Road Wars (R) (S). 

2.30 Comedians Watching 
Football With Friends (R). 
3.00 Hawaii Five-o (R) (S). 
4.00 Road Wars (R) (S). 

5.00 Stargate SG-i (R) (S). 


11.15 Billions Taylor 
considers 
going into 
business with 
an unexpected 
partner (R) (S). 


12.25 Veep (R). 1.00 Barry 
(R). 1.40 Our Cartoon 
President (R) (S). 2.15 Our 
Cartoon President (R) (S). 
2.50 Gomorrah (R) (S). 4.00 
The West Wing (R) (S). 5.00 
The West Wing (R) (S). 


6.30am The Radio 1 Breakfast 
Show With Greg James 10.00 
Clara Amfo 12.45pm Newsbeat 

I. 00 Scott Mills 4.00 Jordan 
North 5.45 Newsbeat 6.00 
Jordan North 7.00 Radio l’s 
Future Sounds With Annie 
Mac 9.00 Rickie, Melvin And 
Charlie 11.00 Radio l’s Indie 
Show With Jack Saunders lam 
Annie Nightingale 3-00 Radio 1 
Comedy - Unexpected Fluids 
3.40 BBC Radio 1 And lXtra’s 
Stories 4.00 Early Breakfast 
With Arielle Free 

BBC Radio lXtra 

6am Reece Parkinson 10.00 
Ace 12.45pm Newsbeat 1.00 
Nadia Jae 4.00 Sian Anderson 
5.45 Newsbeat 6.00 Sian 
Anderson 7.00 DJ Charlesy 
9.02 Jamz Supernova 11.00 
Snoochie Shy lam Annie 
Nightingale Presents 3.00 
lXtra PLaylists 3.40 Radio 1 
And lXtra Stories 4.00 Jamz 
Supernova 

BBC Radio 2 

6.30am The Zoe Ball Breakfast 
Show 9.30 Jo WhiLey l2noon 
Vanessa Feltz 2.00 Steve 
Wright In The Afternoon 5.00 
Sara Cox 7.00 Ricky WiLson 
9.00 The Jazz Show With Jamie 
Cullum 10.00 Trevor Nelson’s 
Rhythm Nation I2mdn’t OJ 
Borg 3.00 Sounds Of The 80s 
With Gary Davies 4.50 Radio 2 
Sounds Of The 80s Mastermix 
5.00 Nicki Chapman 

BBC Radio 3 

6.30am Breakfast 9.00 
Essential CLassics i2noon 
Composer Of The Week: 

Berg 1.00 News 1.02 Radio 
3 Lunchtime Concert. The 
Calidore String Quartet play 
favourite quartets by Prokofiev 
and Beethoven. 2.00 Afternoon 
Concert 5.00 In Tune 7.00 In 
Tune Mixtape. With music by 
Handel, Rachmaninov, OLafur 
Arnalds and Nusrat Fateh Ali 
Khan. 7.30 Radio 3 In Concert. 
Javier Perianes plays music 
by Chopin, Debussy and Falla. 
10.00 Free Thinking 10.45 
The Essay: Behold The Man 

II. 00 Late Junction 12.30am 
Through The Night 

BBC Radio 4 

6am Today 9.00 The Life 
Scientific 9.30 One To One 9.45 
Book Of The Week: Michael 
Tippett: The Biography 10.00 
Woman’s Hour 11.00 Patient 
Undone 11.30 The Art Of 
Now: The Return Of Voguing 
i2noon News 12.04 Adrian 
MoLe And The Weapons Of 
Mass Destruction 12.18 CaLL 
You And Yours 12.57 Weather 
1.00 The WorLd At One 1.45 
One To One 2.00 The Archers 
2.15 Drama: Longline 3.00 The 
Kitchen Cabinet 3.30 Costing 
The Earth 4.00 Marking Time 
4.30 Great Lives 5.00 PM 5.57 
Weather 6.00 Six O’CLock 
News 6.30 My Teenage Diary. 
JournaList Samira Ahmed talks 
about growing up in 1980s 
London. 7.00 The Archers. 
Freddie is forced to ask a 


favour from the enemy. 7.15 
Front Row. Arts programme. 
7.45 The Citadel. By AJ Cronin. 
Dramatised by Christopher 
Reason. 8.00 The PopuList 
Curtain. New series. A Look at 
the governments of Eastern 
European nations. 8.40 In 
Touch. News for people who 
are blind or partiaLly sighted. 
9.00 The Patch. Polly Weston 
visits a town in Lincolnshire. 
Last in the series. 9.30 The Life 
Scientific. Dr Erica McALister 
taLks to Jim AL-Khalili about the 
world of flies. 10.00 The WorLd 
Tonight. News round-up. 10.45 
Adrian MoLe And The Weapons 
Of Mass Destruction. Adrian 
goes to Glenn’s passing-out 
parade. 11.00 Fred At The 
Stand. With Jess Robinson, 

Raul KohLi, ELf Lyons and Chris 
Forbes. 11.30 The Untold. The 
story of a young man injured in 
the 2017 Westminster Bridge 
terror attack. I2mdn’t News 
And Weather 12.30 Book Of 
The Week: Michael Tippett: 

The Biography 12.48 Shipping 
Forecast 1.00 As BBC World 
Service 5.20 Shipping Forecast 

5.30 News Briefing 5.43 Prayer 
For The Day 5.45 Farming 
Today 5.58 Tweet Of The Day 

BBC Radio 4 LW 

9.45am Daily Service 12.01pm 
Shipping Forecast 5.54 
Shipping Forecast 

BBC Radio 4 Extra 

6am BattLe For Inspector West 

6.30 The Paris Bouquinistes 
7.00 Second Thoughts 7-30 
My Teenage Diary 8.00 Play It 
Cool 8.30 Whatever Happened 
To The LikeLy Lads? 9.00 The 
News Quiz Extra 9.45 Hearing 
With Hegley 10.00 Witness: 
Five PLays From The Gospel 
Of Luke 10.45 Witness: Behind 
Luke’s Story 11.00 TelLing 
Tales i2noon PLay It Cool 12.30 
Whatever Happened To The 
LikeLy Lads? 1.00 BattLe For 
Inspector West 1.30 The Paris 
Bouquinistes 2.00 Back When 
We Were Grownups 2.15 The 
Test Of Time 2.30 A Raging 
Calm 2.45 Eleanor Marx - A 
Life 3.00 Witness: Five PLays 
From The Gospel Of Luke 



The Art Of Now: 
The Return 
Of Voguing 
11.30am, 

BBC Radio 4 
Clara Amfo (above) 
strikes a pose as 
she explores the 
rise of voguing in 
the UK thanks to 
shows such as Pose 
and artists such as 
Sam Smith. 


3.45 Witness: Behind Luke's 
Story 4.00 Genius 4.30 Up 
The Garden Path 5.00 Second 
Thoughts 5.30 My Teenage 
Diary 6.00 Wyrd Sisters 6.30 
The Radio Detectives 7-00 
PLay It Cool 7.30 Whatever 
Happened To The LikeLy Lads? 
8.00 Battle For Inspector West 
8.30 The Paris Bouquinistes 
9.00 TelLing Tales 10.00 
Comedy Club: My Teenage 
Diary 10.30 Comedy CLub: The 
Casebook Of Max And Ivan 
11.00 Comedy Club: Son Of 
Cliche 11.30 Comedy CLub: The 
Maltby CoLLection i2mdn’t 
Wyrd Sisters 12.30 The Radio 
Detectives 1.00 BattLe For 
Inspector West 1.30 The Paris 
Bouquinistes 2.00 Back When 
We Were Grownups 2.15 The 
Test Of Time 2.30 A Raging 
Calm 2.45 Eleanor Marx - A 
Life 3.00 Witness: Five PLays 
From The Gospel Of Luke 
3.45 Witness: Behind Luke’s 
Story 4.00 Genius 4.30 Up 
The Garden Path 5.00 Second 
Thoughts 5.30 My Teenage 
Diary 

BBC 5 Live 

6am 5 Live Breakfast 9.00 
Your Call 10.00 The Emma 
Barnett Show lpm Nihal 
Arthanayake 4.00 5 Live Drive 
7.00 5 Live Sport 8.00 5 Live 
Sport: Champions League 
FootbalL 2018-19 10.30 Geoff 
Lloyd lam Up All Night 5.00 
Morning Reports 5.15 Wake Up 
To Money 

BBC 6 Music 

7.30am Huw Stephens 10.30 
Mary Anne Hobbs lpm 
Shaun Keaveny 4.00 Steve 
Lamacq 7.00 Marc Riley 9.00 
Gideon Coe I2mdn’t 6 Music 
Recommends With Tom 
Ravenscroft 1.00 The Leisure 
Society 2.00 Classic Scottish 
Albums 2.30 6 Music Live 
Hour 3.30 GilLes Peterson’s 
The Shakedown 4.00 6 Music’s 
Jukebox 5.00 Gemma Cairney 

Classic FM 

6am More Music Breakfast 
9.00 John Suchet lpm Anne- 
Marie MinhalLs.oo Classic FM 
Drive 7.00 Smooth CLassics 
At Seven 8.00 The Full Works 
Concert. Highlights from last 
year’s CLassic FM Hall of Fame. 
10.00 Smooth CLassics lam 
Sam Pittis 

Absolute Radio 

6am Dave Berry 10.00 Leona 
Graham lpm Pete Donaldson 
4.00 Bush And Richie 7-00 
Danielle Perry 10.00 Sarah 
Champion lam Jay Lawrence 

Heart 

6am J K And Kelly 9.00 Pandora 
lpm Matt WiLkinson 4.00 Rich 
Clarke 7-00 Sian Welby 10.00 
Fia Tarrant lam Simon Beale 
4.00 Jenni Falconer 

TalkSPORT 

6am The ALan Brazil Sports 
Breakfast 10.00 Jim White, 
Micky Gray And Bob MiLLs lpm 
Hawksbee And Jacobs 4.00 
Adrian Durham And Darren 
Gough 7.00 Kick-off 10.00 
Sports Bar lam Extra Time 
With Adam CatteralL 





































TATTERSALL SHIRTS 


LUXURIOUS CORDS 


FROM CO A EACH 
ONLY J 11 

+ £5.95 P&P 

TYPICAL HIGH 

STREET PRICE: 

£54.98* 

FROM COO 50 
ONLY M/ ,3U 

+ £5.95 P&P 

TYPICAL HIGH 
STREET PRICE: 

E62 49 * 





TATTERSALL SHIRTS - FROM ONLY £20 


LUXURIOUS CORDS - FROM ONLY £32.50 


We are delighted to offer readers the opportunity to purchase any of our Tattersall shirts for just 
£24.95 each, buy any two for £45 or any three for only £60. 

Combining traditional English check designs with seasonal colours, our range of long- or short-sleeved Tattersall shirts are 
classic yet contemporary style at its best. Made from luxurious 100% brushed cotton, each shirt is impeccably tailored and 
completed with coordinating contrast details to the cuffs, single breast pocket and collar lining. Machine washable at 30°. 
All Samuel Windsor clothing includes a 30-day no quibble worn or unworn returns guarantee. Sizes (to fit chest): S (up to 
37”), M (38-41”), L (42-44”), XL (45-47”), XXL (48-50”), XXXL (51-54”). 


You can now purchase any pair of our new season 100% cotton cords for only £34.95, or buy any two 
for only £65 - only while stocks last! 

These luxurious cords offer a comfortable, classic fit and are beautifully constructed from tough and hardwearing 100% 
pure cotton. These versatile trousers are constructed in needle 11-wale and come in five seasonal colours. Includes a 
30-day no quibble worn or unworn returns guarantee. Machine washable at 30°C. 

Sizes: leg length 27” available with waist sizes 34” - 40”, leg length 29” and 31” available with waist sizes 30” - 46”, 
leg length 33” available with waist sizes 32” - 42”. 


Please add £5.95 postage and packing per order. Please note: in the event that you are unable to receive your delivery our couriers may leave your parcel with a neighbour or in a safe location. Offer subject to availability. *We compare all of our prices with other retailers, to calculate an average high street price for each product.We do this each month, and we make sure that 
we compare products of a similar quality, specification and design - though each produa will clearly not be identical. The typical high street price of a Tattersall shirt is £54.98. The typical high street price of a pair of corduroy trousers is £62.49. Price comparison correct as of 13th March 2019. The individual comparisons can be found for each product on our website. 


/Cday^ NO QUIBBLE ORDER BY 3PM FOR 

GUARANTEE same day dispatch 

Take a look at what our customers have to say about us... fQQfO 

Over 235,000 truly independent customer reviews on our products and ^ ^ ^ ^ ^y 

service. Every review published - whether delighted or disappointed. „ . r _ . 

4.5 out of 5 stars 

0871 911 7044 

t T^vnpTi / J fa # \ f Calls cost 13p per minute plus your 

V / U V/ X 17/ J ^ JL Vr / phone company’s access charge. 

Samuel Windsor 

TAILORED QUALITY ~ OUTSTANDING PRICES 

www.samuel-windsor.co.uk/92407 
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I f you’re applying for a new 
job and are thinking about 
starting a family in the next 
few years, the last thing 
you would want to do is ask 
human resources about your po¬ 
tential employer’s maternity pay 
package. In a survey of more than 
1,000 parents by Mumsnet last 
month, more than eight out of 10 
people said they were reluctant 
to ask potential employers about 
parental leave policies because 
they feared it “would make a job 
offer less likely”. 

This is hardly surprising. De¬ 
spite more modern attitudes 
in the workplace, there are still 
bosses who would not give some¬ 
one a job if they thought that per¬ 
son was going to get pregnant in 
the near future. 

Like the majority of those 
women, I was more worried 
about what getting pregnant 
would mean for my career than 
how I would finance my time off 
with my newborn. I naively as¬ 
sumed all maternity packages 
were roughly the same. I was 
lucky in that the Financial Times’ 
maternity pay is relatively gener¬ 
ous: it is not the best but far from 
the worst. But I’ve since discov¬ 
ered that the variation in pack¬ 
ages can mean the difference of 
tens of thousands of pounds in 
forgone income. 

Becky O’Connor, personal 
finance specialist at Royal Lon¬ 
don, crunched the numbers for 
me. We started from the legal 
requirement. Everyone is enti¬ 
tled to statutory maternity pay 
(SMP) while on maternity leave; 
the threshold for qualifying is 
that you will have worked for your 
employer for 26 weeks when you 
reach the 15th week before your 
due date and earn at least £113 a 
week on average. 

Basic SMP is paid at 90 per 
cent of your average gross weekly 
earnings for six weeks, followed 
by 33 weeks at £148.68 a week or 
90 per cent of your pay - which¬ 
ever is less. 

Where it gets complicated is 
that many organisations choose 
to offer enhanced maternity pay 
above the statutory minimum, 
viewing this as a key way of im¬ 
proving the maternity experience 
for employees. Most don’t adver¬ 
tise their packages, though, so it’s 
hard to compare them. 

To illustrate just how much 
of an effect maternity pay pack¬ 
ages can have on your finances, 
Ms O’Connor created examples 
based on the net pay for a mother 
on £50,000 a year on different 
maternity packages. In the most 
generous example - a company 
offering six months’ full pay and 
six months’ half pay - the month¬ 
ly net income (if the total was 
spread over the year) would work 
out at £709 a month less than the 
worker’s usual net monthly pay. 

In the second example, at three 
months’ full pay, three months’ 
half pay and the rest statutory, 
the mother would be £1,662 a 
month worse off on average over 
the year. And in the third exam¬ 
ple, on statutory pay at £148.68 a 
week for nine months, the mother 
would be a very significant £2,296 
a month worse off on average 
after tax for the first year of her 
child’s life. 

The difference between a best- 



How much to expect 
when you’re expecting 

Most women don’t ask about maternity pay when starting a job, but packages 
can vary by tens of thousands of pounds, reports Lucy Warwick-Chittg 


Arlides repubbhed from 
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in-class package of six months’ 
full pay and six months’ half pay 
and basic statutory pay for some¬ 
one earning £50,000 a year is 
about £19,000 in net disposable 
income for just one year. 

This means that anyone hop¬ 
ing to become a parent in the next 
few years should take a close look 
at the maternity or paternity ar¬ 
rangements in their contract to 
work out what sort of income hit 
they will take in that job for ayear. 

If you are in the jobs market 
and are planning children in the 
next few years, be sure to fac¬ 
tor the maternity package in 
as well as just the standard pay, 
especially if you are planning to 
have more than one child. Ms 
O’Connor says the difference be¬ 
tween the best and worst pack¬ 
ages could be tens of thousands 
of pounds, “which could wipe out 
a small salary improvement”. 

The problem for most women 
is that the majority of companies 
don’t publish their packages, so 



women thinking about starting 
or adding to their families strug¬ 
gle to make informed judgements 
about job offers. Many wannabe 
parents, rightly or wrongly, feel 
that putting a question about 
maternity packages could bring 
their application process to a 
rapid halt. 

This may be changing. There 
is a campaign by Mumsnet to call 


A requirement 
to publish would 
encourage more 
generous policies 


for large employers to publish 
their parental leave policies. Sev¬ 
eral major employers, including 
Accenture, KPMG and PwC, have 
voluntarily agreed to do so. Some 
of the best UK companies for ma¬ 
ternity leave include Accenture, 
which offers 36 weeks of full pay. 
Transport for London, Aviva and 
Royal London all offer 26 weeks of 
fully paid maternity leave. 

Their good example of trans¬ 
parency may encourage others to 
follow suit but a requirement to 
publish would achieve the desired 
effect a great deal more efficient¬ 
ly. As with gender pay reporting, 
throwing light on the matter re¬ 
flects well on employers with gen¬ 


erous packages and incentivises 
others to be better. 

Women make up about half of 
the UK workforce and most of 
them get pregnant at some point 
during their working life. By 
keeping them better informed, 
most employers can retain them 
for longer and minimise their re¬ 
cruitment and retraining costs. 

Another maternity pay factor 
has received even less attention: 
the impact of stopping pension 
contributions when female em¬ 
ployees are on maternity leave. 

While most workplace 
schemes allow new mothers to 
keep up their contributions while 
they are on SMP, the amounts 
seem so small that many stop the 
payments. This can be a costly 
mistake. Although they still make 
contributions as a percentage of 
their reduced income, their em¬ 
ployer’s contributions are based 
on their normal salary. 

Figures from AJ Bell found that 
a mother of two who takes a year 
off at 30 and another year off at 
33 and pays no pension contribu¬ 
tions in those years would find 
her pension £25,000 shorter by 
the time she retires. 

A drop in income may be a 
small price to pay for a family. But 
don’t forget - the loss to income 
in the first year of your child’s life 
may just be the beginning. 






































AMAZING 

OFFER 

Includes 

Gtech Hedge Trimmer 
FREE Branch Cutter 


Enjoy the freedom of your entire garden without having to worry about getting 
power cords caught or cut with the Gtech Cordless Hedge Trimmer 


Accessories 

worth 


RRP £19.99 




Plus Garden Safety Kit 

RRP £14.99 


Plus a FREE 
Garden Rack 

RRP 
£19.99 


Attaches to 
the wall for easy 
storage* 


This bundle should 
normally cost £204.96 
but can be yours today 
for just 

£149.99 

USE CODE 42WD 
AT CHECKOUT TO 
GET THIS OFFER 




Cordless performance 

The Gtech Cordless Hedge Trimmer’s high- 
torque 18V motor gives you the power to 
keep your garden in shape, so you don’t 
need to compromise on performance - it’s 
an efficient battery powered hedge trimmer 
without the hassle of a cord. At just 2.25kg, 
it’s all you need in one perfectly balanced 
lightweight machine. 

Versatile 

The head of the Gtech Hedge Trimmer adjusts 
through 135°, allowing you to cut flat on the 
tops of high hedges while keeping the sides 



nice and neat. The precision Hedge Trimmer 
blades will cut through stems up to 15mm 
thick and for thicker branches, Gtech are 
giving you a branch cutter fitting that allows 
you to work way beyond the reach you would 
get with a conventional saw. 

Practical and easy 

Designed for comfort and ease of use, the 
Hedge Trimmer features adjustable handles 
for improved convenience. With a one-handed 
power trigger, and a safety switch to prevent 
accidental starting, it’s simple to operate. 


ORDER TODAY for just £149.99 with FREE DELIVERY 

s 0800 030 86 41 24 hour orderline 

© www.gtech.co.uk 


No power cords or 
petrol motors 



Up to 45 minutes 
run-time 

Lightweight 

High 

performance 


2-year 

guarantee 


Lithium-ion battery 

The Hedge Trimmer is designed to power you 
through your garden spruce-up. The Lithium- 
ion battery gives you an impressive run-time of 
up to 45 minutes** with each 4-hour charge. 

FREE Accessories worth £54.97 


You will also receive a FREE Branch Cutter 
attachment, allowing you to cut through 
branches up to 60mm thick, FREE Garden 
Rack, so that you can store the Hedge 
Trimmer neatly and a FREE Safety Kit to 
ensure that you stay safe while you enjoy 
using your new Hedge Trimmer. 


Important: Please use code 42WD at 
checkout to get this offer. 



siTRUSTPILOT 

www.trustpilot.co.uk 


Over 50,000 independent reviews 



THE QUEEN’S AWARDS 
FOR ENTERPRISE: 
INNOVATION 
2015 


Subject to availability, while stock lasts. 2 - year guarantee. *Product shown being stored is Gtech Grass Trimmer. Garden Rack does not include Grass Trimmer or additional battery. 
**Gtech internal product testing, runtimes may vary depending on the length, condition and dampness of grass & hedge. See www.gtech.co.uk for full details. 
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✓ Accessible excursions 
/ Live entertainment 
/ Wide range of activities 
/ 24h on-call nurse-led care 
y Fully accessible facilities 
y Full-board included 
y Financial support availablet 


Jubilee Lodge 
Chigwell, Essex 


Netley Waterside 
Southampton 


Sandpipers 
* fp ' Southport 


Revital' se 

Revitalising holidays 

fov people/ aAX 


Enjoy the comfort of our three 
accessible holiday centres: 


Quote IN194* to Call 0303 303 0145 


get 10% off your Email bookings@revitalise.org.uk 


Revitalise holiday Visit revitalise.org.uk f ^ @ 


*Please contact our friendly holiday advisors for full terms and conditions. fSubject to eligibility. Registered charity number: 295072. ^ 

i" PLEASE SEND ME MY FREE REVITALISE HOLIDAY BROCHURE i 

I Please complete the form below with your details and return in an envelope to: | 

I Freepost REVITALISE HOLIDAYS (No stamp or any other address details are required) | 



NAME:_ 

ADDRESS: _ 
POSTCODE: 

TEL NO: _ 

EMAIL:_ 


We would like to continue sending you our 1 
latest brochures, let you know about offers 
you're eligible for, and ask for your feedback: 

By Phone: | y | | n | , 

By Post: [T] [TT] | 

By Email: H H I 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ J 


















I If you’re 
staying 

in... 


BOOKS 

Why We Get 
The Wrong 
Politicians 


BY ISABEL HARDMAN 

The journalist 
assesses the 

U'hy'Xt political class, 

Get the __ | exploring how 
Fr Wtwig the public has 

lost faith in 
KWii.rvi..,.., government 
amid Brexit, 
sexual harassment and 
expenses scandals. She 
asks what could be done 
to restore our faith in the 
Westminster elite. 


DVD/BLU-RAY 

Tulip Fever 

CERTIFICATE 15, 

Sophia (Alicia 
Vikander)is 
trapped in an 
arid marriage 
with a wealthy 
merchant. 

Passions are 
stirred when 
a local artist (Dane 
DeHaan) paints her portrait 
in this adaptation of 
Deborah Moggach’s novel. 
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When 
Donald 
met 
Andy 

W hen I sat down to 
write Urban Myths: 
Andy & The Donald, a 
comedy script about 
a day Andy Warhol 
spent with Donald Trump in 1984,1 
had a single phrase rattling around in 
my brain that I couldn’t shake. 

It was something a friend had said 
in a heated conversation in a bar a 
decade and a half earlier, several 
pints in. A sort of proto-hot take, 
the kind of contrarian declaration 
meant to kick the debate into the 
next gear, or at least get half the 
room hot and triggered. 

“Will Ferrell is a war criminal,” my 
friend said, to gasps and chuckles. 
He went on to lay out his thesis, 
and while it had a bit of the slurred 
ramble of any Wetherspoons TED 
Talk, there was something to it. 

The gist was that Ferrell’s weekly 
portrayal of George W Bush on 
Saturday Night Live had cemented 
America’s view of Bush as a lovable 
screw up; it made his malapropisms 
the stuff of catchphrase T-shirts; it 
made his syrupy drawl and squint 
every frat guy’s go-to party impres¬ 
sion. It made Bush the guy you had to 
admit you’d like to grab a beer with. 

When, of course, the reality was 
that the real Bush and his team were 
pushing through a war that would 
eventually kill a half million people. 
Will Ferrell & Co had gone beyond 
humanising a monster, they had 
made him a cartoon. I felt like I’d 
better tread carefully. 

I quickly realised, though, that the 
big difference between Dubya and 
Trump is that, in the “pre-fake news” 
era of fake news during the War on 
Terror™, people somehow took Bush 
Jr at least slightly seriously; he got 
real columnists in real newspapers to 
compare him and his administration 
to Henry V by way of Shakespeare. 

Trump, though, is and has always 
been hilarious. It feels like some kind 
of defeat to concede the point, but it’s 
true (even if he’s not funny on pur¬ 
pose). He’s a one-man greatest hits of 
grotesque comedy archetypes from 
a shelf of 1980s slobs-vs-snobs VHS 
sex comedies: the pig who thinks he’s 
classy, the boor who thinks he’s funny, 
the dummy who thinks he’s a genius. 
All of which makes writing about 

V_ 


Truth can be 
stranger than 
fake news - at 
least when it’s 
Andy Warhol 
judging a 
cheerleading 
competition in 
Trump Tower 
Ben Boyer 
reimagines 
their 1984 
meeting 



him tricky (and why SNL’s Trump 
stuff is textbook law of diminishing 
returns). Trump is beyond satire, and 
everyone knows it. He knows it, and 
plays into it. He loves to be written 
about. He loves that he’s in your head 
right now, your blood pressure surg¬ 
ing northward as you think about 
him grinning like a boob in hiked-up 
golf khakis, wind rustling through 
his candyfloss dome-merkin. 

There’s no point worrying about 
humanising Donald Trump when 
the man is a cartoon. You just have to 
accept that if you are writing about 
Donald Trump, you’re not going to 
take him down with sick burns or 
deconstructions of his hypocrisy. 
He can’t get enough of being talked 
about, full stop. 

Trump is also the rare president 
that the public knew first outside of 
politics, when he was doing things 
like buying himself a cameo in Home 
Alone 2 or tweeting romance advice 
to Robert Pattinson on the Twilight 
set, and people are constantly dig¬ 
ging in his past for archaeological 
clues to his future lunacy. 

One afternoon last year, I glanced 
at a brief piece on a sports website 
about one of Trump’s earliest busi¬ 
ness follies: the time he bought an 
off-brand American football team 
when he was in his thirties and then, 
almost immediately, drove it into the 
ground. I had some faint memory 
of the start-up league, but the thing 
that first jumped out at me was a 



quick mention of Andy Warhol’s 
name in the piece; a passing refer¬ 
ence to a cheerleading competi¬ 
tion in Trump Tower that had been 
judged by a group of art world lumi¬ 
naries including Warhol. 

It seemed so strange. It’s no secret 
that Warhol and Trump ran in simi¬ 
lar social circles - they both made 
appearances at Studio 54, the official 
passport stamp of 80s New York City 
- but suddenly I found myself try¬ 
ing to imagine what a conversation 
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Jack McBrayer 
as Andy Warhol 
and Anthony 
Atamanuikas 
Donald Trump in 
the new series of 
‘Urban Myths’ 


between the two men might have 
sounded like. 

When I searched “Trump” and 
“Warhol” on Twitter, I discovered 
that Trump has tweeted a Warhol 
quote about the relationship be¬ 
tween business and art multi¬ 
ple times. Other users’ tweets 
mentioned a couple of other real 
Warhol quotes about Trump from 
this time period. 

One was “Donald Trump is really 
good looking... he’s a butch guy” (vi¬ 


olent retch) but the other - “I hate 
the Trumps because they never 
bought my Trump Tower portraits” 
- suggested there was more to the 
Trump/Warhol overlap than a cou¬ 
ple of tabloid photo ops. 

The more I dug, the more I dis¬ 
covered about this unlikely pair 
of frenemies. There was an entire 
soap opera - years of repressed 
resentment, unpaid debts, truly bi¬ 
zarre “hair” - in that single throwa¬ 
way detail in the football article. 


What do two 
guys who love 
being talked 
about actually 
talk about? 

And there was another key thing 
about Andy Warhol: he really loved 
being talked about, too. 

So I set out to write about what 
two guys who love being talked 
about might have talked about 
when they talked to each other. The 
joy of the Urban Myths strand is 
that imagining those conversations 
is baked into the concept and spirit 
of the show - the writer is free to fill 
in those gaps; to try to interpret the 
subtext in a forgotten newspaper 
blurb from a sidebar below the fold. 

I made peace with the question 
about whether writing Trump as the 
comic fool was irresponsible. The 
truth is, I think that the Trump pres¬ 
idency is good for one thing, and that 
is that the pretext of propriety and 
civility and decency and “respecting 
the sanctity of our institutions” that 
the mainstream media afforded to 
the likes of Dubya is gone. We’ve all 
peeked behind the curtain. 

Trump, his cabinet and family 
and, crucially, his supporters - will¬ 
ing to accept indignity after indig¬ 
nity in the name of getting their 
hateful policies pushed through - 
are stark naked. The religious right 
doing mental and ethical gymnas¬ 
tics to try to excuse the President’s 
paid-off affairs in front of the world, 
for example, is a gift. 

I was on set for our shoot, and 
quite a bit of stuff was rewritten 
and reshaped on the fly - Anthony 
Atamanuik, who plays Trump, and 
Jack McBrayer, who plays Warhol, 
are both brilliant improvisers and 
insanely funny. Atamanuik knows 
Trump’s voice better than any¬ 
one (including, without question, 
Trump himself). I hope it brings 
viewers as close as possible to the 
basement of Trump Tower without 
anyone ever having to darken the 
door of Trump Tower. 

It’s a funny snapshot of a blip in 
time between one of the most fas¬ 
cinating artists in history and a guy 
who every sane person would have 
assumed would end up a footnote 
in a reality TV encyclopedia. Un¬ 
fortunately, the only real downside 
to writing this script is that we all 
already know the twist ending. 

‘Urban Myths: Andy and The Donald’ 
is on Sky Arts tomorrow at 9pm 


Last night’s 

television 

SARAH CARSON 

A free-spirited romp 
for grown-ups from the 
‘Horrible Histories’ cast 



» Ghosts BBCi, 9.30pm ★★★★★ 

» Back To Life BBCi, 10.35pm ★★★★★ 


T here’s a free-spirited 

silliness that runs through 
good children’s television - 
a specific kind of chaos that 
very rarely works when attempts 
are made to transpose it on to a 
programme written for adults. 
Ghosts comes from those behind 
CBBC’s excellent Horrible Histories 
and wacky fantasy Yonderland and 
is, quite delightfully, bonkers. 

Lady Heather Button, the last 
living resident of the dilapidated 
Button House, has kicked the bucket 
and her unsuspecting descendant 
Alison (Charlotte Ritchie) - 
combing through poky flats with 
her husband at the time - gets a call 
informing her that she has inherited 
a big, fat, crumbling pile. 

They decide to move in and turn 
it into a hotel but, obviously, it is 
already occupied by a gaggle of 
bored ghosts, played by the likes of 
Matthew Baynton, Ben Willbond, 
Laurence Rickard, Jim Howick, 
Simon Farnaby, Lolly Adefope, Katy 
Wix and Martha Howe-Douglas. 

They spend their days squabbling 
and attempting to keep each other 
entertainedto pass the eternal time 
(Wix, as dead, fire-scorched maid 
Mary, does a particularly funny and 
graphic demonstration of howto 
milk a cow). 

When their attempts to haunt 
the couple out of the place fail, they 
push Alison out of a window and 
she almost dies. Well, she does, for 
about a minute, so once she is out 
of hospital, she’s able to see the 

Great costumes and 
the right balance of 
hammy and withering 
make this good fun 

ghosts with her own eyes, too. With 
great costumes and just the right 
balance of hammy and withering, 
this is jolly good fun. In the ghosts, 
there is supreme daftness and a 
pleasing suggestion of darkness. 
Among the undead are a scout 
leader, a werewolf, an Army officer 
and a politician with his trousers 
down. In all, it is an original and 
imaginative concept, slickly 
executed (pun intended). 

To a different kind of afterlife 
and a different kind of comedy with 
Back to Life. Daisy Haggard stars 
in and co-wrote this new sort-of 
sitcom, about a woman in her 
late thirties who is released from 
prison, moves in with her parents 
in Kent, and must readjust to life 
in a town full of people who hate 
her and a world unrecognisable 



Martha Howe-Douglas as the dear, 
departed Lady Button in ‘Ghosts’ BBC 


from the one she left. Returning 
to the bedroom she last used as a 
teenager, she sifts through a box 
with a treasured Sony Discman 
and a Tamagotchi, and has a poster 
of a shirtless, Naked Chef-era Jamie 
Oliver on the wall. 

Haggard intrigues as Miri, in an 
odd state of arrested emotional 
development after clinging 
desperately to memories and to 
people who have long since moved 
on during what was, we discover, 
her 18-year stint. She is devastated 
to find that her ex-boyfriend 
now has a family. She fumbles 
through the protective, uncertain 
dynamic with what are now her 
elderly parents (Geraldine James 
and Richard Durden), and she is 
understated in half-concealing, 
half-suppressing the complexity of 
having spent her early adulthood 
emotionally and physically caged. 

There is bleakness running 
through this show, and wise 
restraint is used in never letting us 
know exactly what she did. We are 
left only nuggets: an angry phone 
call, infamy at a job interview, a 
reference to murder (“it wasn’t like 
that”) and graffiti on the front fence 
that says “PSYCHO BITCH” to 
elucidate the severity of her crime. 

Interestingly, she never 
expresses two-dimensional despair 
or confusion. In fact, she has real 
optimism about her situation. Her 
belief that she can re-insert into 
society is entertainingly perplexing 
even if, bar a gag about Blockbuster 
and Woolworths, it didn’t make 
me laugh. We know there is 
someone after her, which should 
speed forward the drama: I have 
high hopes. 

Twitter: @carsonsarah 














POP 

Robyn 

ALEXANDRA PALACE, LONDON 

★ ★★★★ 

Robyn’s first night at Alexandra 
Palace was a pilgrimage: a long- 
awaited and Long-needed chance 
for Lovers in London to gather at 
the altar of broken hearts. 

When she emerged, after eight 
years away, midway through 


“Send to Robyn Immediately”, 
it was through fog and floating 
white drapes, in an embroidered, 
silvery slip with bejewelled 
applique nipples, coaxing us 
into submission: “If you’ve got 
something to say, say it to me...” 

In 25 years in music, Robyn, 


now 39, has been deified as the 
chronicler of perfect, irresistible 
electro-pop that splits hearts 
open - there is a dance-through- 
the-tears sadness that infuses 
her work, most memorably on 
2010’s seminal Body Talk and its 
successor, Last year’s Honey. 


That record’s title track, Like 
Robyn’s return, was teased for 
more than a year as the artist 
stayed nearly silent. Hearing it 
for the first time felt precious and 
fragile - Live, it was a sermon, with 
all the friction of Love and Lust 
and temptation and doom as she 
purred “won’t you get me right 
where the hurt is”. 

No phones Lit up the hall: its 
throbbing beat washed over 
the crowd. A release came with 
“Indestructible”, every arm 
flailing, a shared, sweaty high, 
from which point the dancing 
never ceased for a beat. 

Robyn does Let her body 
talk. A great pop star is a great 
performer, but not all of them 
take such free, joyous pleasure 
in movement that you wish you 
were on stage with them, with 
those thousands of eyes on you, 
too. She does not smile when 
she dances - she is engrossed, 
cradling herself, reaching upwards 
for something incorporeal, 
flapping her hands as if swatting 
something away, slamming her 
body to the ground, rolling over, 
pirouetting, giddying up, and 
prowling on all fours across 
the floor. 

She changed, halfway through, 
into a red flared suit - she was 
half-torero, half-flamenco dancer, 
with serious sporting passion, 
hair tied in a tight, elegant pony 
tail with a black ribbon. 

“Dancing On My Own” from 
2010 maybe modern pop music’s 
greatest heartbreak anthem: 
simple, devastating, a total party, 
it unifies and equalises people 
with emotion and synths alone. 

Robyn creates art that rejoices 
in pain, and Lets you feel it 
tremble in every electrifying 
synapse. This was not just 
catharsis, it was a ritual cleansing. 
SARAH CARSON 



POP 

Sigrid 

PRYZM, KINGSTON 

★★★★★ 

Sigrid Raabe bounced, fizzing 
with energy, on to a tiny stage 
and Launched straight into her hit 
single “Sucker Punch”. Following 
her recent support slot with 
George Ezra, this concert was 
the 22-year-oLd Norwegian’s big 
thank-you to fans, a special “all- 
age” event in a suburban nightclub. 
The whole thing was over by 9pm, 
but that didn’t stop moments of 
goosebump exhilaration coming 
thick and fast. 

Accompanied by her tight four- 
piece band, Sigrid took simple 
delight in her extraordinary voice, 
which had echoes of Sia, Charli 
XCX and Adele, while the music 
blended pop with indie. 

The singer Looked every inch the 
girl next door in T-shirt and jeans, 
her athletic moves constantly 
emulated by the teenagers on 
the dancefloor. 

But the “all ages” format was 
more than just a way to bring the 
junior fans along. Kids, teenagers, 
young adults and old adults all 
got equally stuck in. The only 
disappointment was that the 
evening was over so quickly. 

RUSS COFFEY 
JHEARTSDESK.COM 


THEATRE 

Toast 

THE OTHER PALACE, LONDON 

★★★★★ 

This play has travelled a Lot in 
its short Life. First performed in 
Manchester Last summer, it had 
a run at the Edinburgh Fringe 
before transferring to the Other 
Palace. Adapted from Nigel 
Slater’s memoir, it’s the story of a 
childhood in 1960s suburbia - and 
of a Lifelong Love affair with food. 

The first half of Jonnie Riordan’s 
production is more Light salad 
than hearty dinner. Giles Cooper 
does his best as Nigel, but nine’s 
a tricky age to play, and the 
characters dip towards caricature 
at times. 

There are Lovely moments 
between Nigel and Mum (Lizzie 
Muncey), and Nigel’s budding Love 
of food is developed well through 
ingenious stage management 
from Neil Hillyer and his team. 
Stephen Ventura works hard to 
make Dad believable, if not quite 
sympathetic. But Proust it ain’t. 

Luckily, Toast turns it around 
after the interval. Nigel’s older, 
the material heavier, giving 
Cooper more room to shine. He’s 
marvellous, hopping from childish 
disgust-mixed-with-fascination 
to almost-adult determination 
when he goes Looking for a 


job at the Local pub. He’s a dab 
hand in the kitchen himself: a 
scene towards the end where 
he whips up a fancier version of 
mushrooms on toast is the most 
powerful of the Lot. 

And you’ll get to try some of 
the sweet treats too. The cast are 
quick to ad-lib if a plate’s dropped 
mid-scene, as you have to be when 
you’re handing out 300 Lemon 
meringue pies halfway through 
Act Two. 


There is stellar supporting 
work from Marie Lawrence and 
Jake Ferretti, who bring buckets 
of wit and energy to the colourful 
movement sequences. Nigel’s 
cake-based war with Dad’s new 
girlfriend, played out through 
swirling catering trolleys and 
the twanging of Talking Heads’ 
“Psycho Killer” is a highlight. 

To 3 August (0207 087 7900) 
LAURA DE LISLE 
THEARTSDESK.COM 


VISUAL ARTS 


Exeter’s Fine Art Collection: 
Women Artists 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL MUSEUM <& 
ART GALLERY EXETER 
Work by women artists from 
the 1770s to 2011, drawn from 
the museum’s collection, 
featuring artists such as Olive 
Wharry and Kate Greenaway 
alongside Barbara Hepworth, 
Gillian Ayres and Laura Knight. 
(01392265858) to 9 Jun 


FILM 


Mid90s 

15,JONAH HILL85MINS 
Jonah Hill has taken a low-key 
indie approach to his first film as 
writer-director, a gently humorous 
coming-of-age drama about a 
pint-sized 13-year-old who wills 
himself into a gang of older LA 
skateboarders. He’s played by 
Sunny Suljic, who’s as absorbed 
and absorbing here as he was 
in The Killing of a Sacred Deer. 
Nationwide release 

Wild Rose 

15, TOM HARPER, 100 MI NS 
A selection of country classics 
helps power this rousing story 
of hard times, failure and 
redemption, but the magic 
ingredient is the incandescent 
central performance by Jessie 
Buckley as Rose-Lynn Harlan, 
a 24-year-old Glaswegian 
single mother who dreams of 
making a new life in Nashville. 
Nationwide release 


TALKS & POETRY 


James Runcie 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, ELY 
The Road to Grantchester is 
a prequel to the writer’s series 
of post-war mysteries, covering 
Sidney Chambers’ life from 
1943 to 1951. The writer 
talks about the book here. 

(01353 645005) tonight 7.30pm 

Samantha Shannon 

WATERSTONES, DEANSGATE, 
MANCHESTER 

The author of The Bone Season 
discusses her latest fantasy novel, 
The Priory of the Orange Tree. 

(01618373000) tonight 6.30pm 

Simon Winder 

LONDON REVIEW BOOKSHOP, 

LONDON WCl 

The writer completes his trilogy 
on old European regions with 
Lotharingia, an assessment of the 
area encompassing Belgium and 
the Netherlands more than 1,000 
years ago. He talks about the book 
here. (020 72699030) tonight 7pm 


COMEDY 


This Is Not a Cult 

CAMDEN HEAD, LONDON NWl 
A terrific gang of oddball comics 
gather to try out some new 
material in north London, most 
oddball among them Spencer 
Jones, channeling Tommy 
Cooper and Mr Bean for his 
brilliantly batty prop comedy. 
Pierre Novellie, Glenn Moore 
and Evelyn Mok are here too. 
(camdencomedyclub.com) tonight 
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Arts. 

agenda 

^^THE CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 
YOU HAVE TO SEE 


JAZZ 


Iain Ballamy with 
Matt Johns Trio 

WESTERN HOTEL, ST IVES 
The ECM saxophonist and winner 
of the prestigious Paul Hamlyn 
composer’s award links up with 
the Truro pianist Matt Johns and 
his trio. (01736 795277) tonight 


POP 


The Specials 

VARIOUS VENUES 

Despite the loss of a few formative 
members, the spirit of Coventry’s 
2 Tone heroes holds firm on the 
new album. From state-of-the-now 
ska-pop dispatches to spot-on 
guest-voice (Saffiyah Khan) slots, 
Encore reasserts the Specials’ 
relevance with brisk, engaged 
purpose. Guildhall, Portsmouth 
(seetickets.com) tonight; 

Dome, Brighton (seetickets. 
com) Wed; Pavilions, Plymouth 
(seetickets.com) Fri 

Dave 

VARIOUS VENUES 
Going by his debut album, “No 
Words” and “Funky Friday” 
barely hinted at this south 
London rapper’s potential. On 
Psychodrama, Dave ranges from 
choppy tales of Streatham street 
life to 11-minute takedowns of 
toxic masculinity. Academy, 

Leeds (gigsandtours.com) tonight; 
Academy, Liverpool (gigsandtours. 
com) Wed; Academy, Manchester 
(gigsandtours.com) Thur 

Fontaines DC 

VARIOUS VENUES 
While Idles hold down the agit- 
punk front line, these Dublin 
romantics occupy the poetic 
fringes. Drawing on Shane 
MacGowan, James Joyce and 


youthful vim in roughly equal 
measure, frontman Grian Chatten 
leads the tour for the debut album, 
Dogrel. Rescue Rooms, Nottingham 
(ticketweb.uk) tonight; Garage, 
London N5 (ticketweb.uk) Wed; 
Haunt, Brighton (ticketweb.uk) 

Thur 

MarissaNadler 

PRINCE ALBERT, BRIGHTON 
“I’ve done terrible things,” 
sings Marissa Nadler on her 
new album. Quasi-confessional, 
gothic-folk pitch thus established, 
she makes authoritative work of 
the haunting hymnals on For My 
Crimes, an album of tremendously 
eerie poise and tremulous power. 
(ticketweb.uk) tonight 


DANCE 


Pepperland 

THEATRE ROYAL, PLYMOUTH 
The Mark Morris Dance Group 
take their celebration of the 
Beatles’ Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band on a tour of the UK. 
(01752267222) tonight and Wed 

BalletBoyz 

WYCOMBE SWAN, HIGH WYCOMBE 
A double bill of new work 
set to original scores. Them is 
the work of in-house talent, 
while Us has been developed 
by the Olivier Award-winning 
choreographer Christopher 
Wheeldon. (01494 512 000) tonight 


FOLK & ROOTS 


The Askew Sisters 

VARIOUS VENUES 

A powerful new album, Enclosure, 
is released in May, and the sisters 
will be performing its songs and 
ballads alongside earlier work and 
their exquisite Early Music-folk 
explorations from 2017’s Alchemy. 
Ashcroft Arts Centre, Fareham 
(0844 875 0073) tonight; The 
George, South Molton (01769572514) 
Wed; Calstock Arts (08444 771000) 
Thur; DownendFolk Club, Bristol 
(01179562367) Fri 


THEATRE 


The Bodyguard: 
the Musical 

WALES MILLENNIUM CENTRE, CARDIFF 
Alexandra Burke stars as Rachel 
Marron in this adaptation of 
Lawrence Kasdan’s 1992 film. 

Thea Sharrock directs. 

(atgtickets.com) to 27 Apr 

Wilderness 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE, LONDON NW3 
Kellie Smith’s play treads familiar 
territory. Two divorcing parents 
(Finlay Robertson and Natalie 
Klamar), desperate to keep 
things amicable for their son’s 
sake, descend into resentment 
and pettiness. Anna Ledwich’s 
production has real humour, 
lightening what might otherwise 
be an unbearably depressing 
evening. (020 77229301) to 27Apr 


If you only see 
one thing today 



POP 

Suede 

VARIOUS VENUES 
Never a band to wilt before 
a challenge, Suede size 
up to middle age with an 
ambitious show of sustained 
potency. A dramatic 
dispatch from the thorny 
rural edge-lands, The Blue 
Hour is a high-concept 
beauty, mounted with 
style and swagger. King 
George's Hall, Blackburn 
(gigsandtours.com) tonight; 
Rock City, Nottingham 
(gigsandtours.com) Wed; 
Albert Hall, Manchester 
(gigsandtours.com) Fri 


In Saturday’s 


lweekend 


Easter days out 

From egg hunts and bunny 
trails to festivals, history 
events and a motor show 



The essential 
daily briefing 


i reader offer 


SAVE MORE THAN £50 ON 12 CRAFT 
WINES. PLUS TWO FREE DARTINGTON 
CRYSTAL WINES GLASSES (WORTH £18) 


1 


Stock is strictly limited to one case per customer - 
order today to avoid disappointment. 

i MIXED SELECTION 
Was E122.88 1NOW £65.88 

We’ve partnered with ‘Online Drinks Retailer of the Year’ (2017 and 2018), 
Virgin Wines, to bring i readers a huge £57 saving on a superb selection 
of 12 craft wines, just in time for Easter. Worth £122.88 this stunning wine 
selection includes fruit-filled malbec, fresh and zesty sauvignon blanc, 
a silky-smooth syrah blend and much more - all for only £65.88 +p&p. 

Included with your offer: 

• 12 handcrafted wines only £5.49 a bottle 
•£57 saving 

• FREE pair of Dartington crystal wine glasses (worth £18) 

• 100% satisfaction guarantee 


HOW TO REDEEM 

Visit wwwvirginwines.co.uk/vbl454 or call 0343 2241001 quoting code VB1454 


Terms and conditions: Also available as an all-red wine or all-white wine selection. UK Delivery 
only. You must be 18 years of age or over to purchase alcohol. Strictly one promotional case per 
customer. New customers only. P&P is £ 7.99 at checkout. Order before 4 pm Monday-Thursday 
to receive your wine the next working day There is no obligation to buy any more wine. Not to be 
combined with any other promotional discount or offer. Wines are subject to availability and may 
be swapped for a similar wine of equal or greater value at our discretion. For full T&Cs and details of 
all the benefits, visit wwwvirginwines.co.uk/terms-and-conditions. 
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Quote of 
the day 



If that trade 
dispute comes 
to an agreement, 
it will be good 
for the global 
economy, for both 
the US and China 
and for markets 

Monique Wong 
The Coutts portfolio 
manager is optimistic 
about this week’s talks 


w 


Business Editor Elizabeth Anderson 

0 +442073615718 
m business@inews.co.uk 


ECONOMY 


Turnover drops at more 
than half of British firms 


By Laurie Havelock 

More British firms reported a decline 
in turnover than a rise during the first 
quarter of 2019, according to “timely” 
economic indicators from the Office 
for National Statistics (ONS). 

Last week, the government office 
revealed that faster indicators would 
provide “a new view of the UK’s eco¬ 
nomic activity” up to a month sooner 
than was previously possible. These 
figures will be informed by new data 
sources developed at the ONS Data 
Science Campus, including data from 
road traffic sensors, shipping infor¬ 
mation drawn from automated iden¬ 
tification systems at British ports, 
and the latest VAT returns from busi¬ 
nesses (from which a “VAT turnover 
index” was compiled). 

The first update, published yes¬ 
terday, suggests that the economy 


dropped pace: a reading of -0.02 
indicates that slightly more firms 
reported a decline in turnover than 
an increase for the quarter, after sea¬ 
sonal adjustments. 

A positive reading would suggest 
more firms were reporting an in¬ 
crease in turnover, while a zero would 
indicate there was no difference. 

The quarter’s figure comes in 
“slightly below” the average recorded 
from 2008 to 2018. The VAT turnover 
index was slightly lower than in last 
year’s first quarter, indicating that 


1 2 1 A survey carried out by 
1 J. M Bibby Financial Services 
found that 57 per cent of SM Es 
believe that the UK economy will 
fall into recession this year as 
Brexit worries continue. 


the fortunes of British businesses 
may be becoming less stable. 

The ONS reported that indicators 
from other sources were broadly in 
line with their long-term averages, 
painting a “mixed picture” overall. 

Louisa Nolan, the lead data scien¬ 
tist at the ONS, said: “Today’s new 
release draws on new data sources to 
give much quicker signals of changes 
in the UK economy than was possible 
before. These new indicators are part 
of our radical plans to transform the 
way we collect and produce informa¬ 
tion about our ever-changing and in¬ 
creasingly digital economy.” 

Since the Bean review was con¬ 
ducted in 2016, the ONS has been 
under pressure to use more of the 
digital data created by businesses 
and consumers that other statistics 
agencies are streaming into their 
measurements of the economy. 



The fortunes of British businesses 
may be becoming less stable 


The Bank of England is likely to 
pay attention too, as it is trying to 
improve its understanding of any 
early warning signs coming from the 
economy as it navigates Brexit. 

But the ONS said in a report on 
the new measures that it was crucial 
to bear in mind that the figures “are 
not attempting to forecast or predict 
GDP or other headline economic sta¬ 
tistics, and the indicators should not 
be used in this way”. 



1 

The 30 
Second 
Briefing 


. RIOTINTO'S 

19 

| COPPER^ 


What plans are afoot at the 
Anglo-Australian mining firm? 

Rio Tinto announced yesterday 
that it wouLd be investing an extra 
$302m (£230m) into the Resolution 
Copper pLant in Arizona - one of the 
worLd’s Largest copper operations - 
in an attempt to boost its suppLy of 
the shiny metaL. 


That’s a hefty investment. How 
successful is the mine? 

This Latest tranche of funding brings 
the total, invested by Rio Tinto and 
its minority partner, BHP BiLLiton, to 
$2bn since 2014. But the mine (above) 
is yet to be made operational. Both 
firms are working with US regulators 
to secure approval particuLarLy 
when it comes to safeguarding the 
environment. Once open, Resolution 
Copper is expected to suppLy aLmost 
a quarter of America’s demand for 
copper on its own. 

Why are miners pushing into copper 
projects that aren’t even running? 

The metaL is viewed by commodities 
firms as one of their brightest 
prospects because demand is set to 


continue cLimbing. Copper prices 
on the London MetaL Exchange have 
risen by 13 per cent since January, 
but are stiLL Lower than the peak 
recorded Last summer. 

Why is demand for copper rising? 

According to Rio Tinto’s chief 
executive, Jean-Sebastien Jacques, 
the metaL is a core component 
in many cruciaL eLectronics 
components, particuLarLy those used 
in eLectric vehicLes, battery storage, 
new transmission technology and 
“other green energy innovations”. He 
beLieves Rio Tinto must prepare now 
to meet this future demand because 
the reguLatory and consumer 
outLook for eLectric cars and other 
transport is improving. 


COURTS 

Ex-VW chief 
charged over 
emissions 
scandal 


By David McHugh 


The former chief executive of 
Volkswagen, Martin Winterkorn, 
has been charged in Germany over 
the diesel emissions scandal. 

Prosecutors said Mr Winterkorn 
failed to prevent the manipulation of 
engine software that let Volkswagen 
cars cheat on diesel emissions tests. 
They claimed he knew about the de¬ 
ceptive software since at least 25 May 
2014, despite public statements that 
he only became aware of the 
issue shortly before the 
scandal broke in Sep¬ 
tember 2015. 

They said Mr Win¬ 
terkorn (inset) and 
four other defendants 
- all senior managers 
at Volkswagen- were 
part of an ongoing decep¬ 
tion that started in 2006. 

The company has admitted 
installing software that could tell 
when the cars were on test stands 
for emissions certification. When the 
cars went on to everyday driving, the 
emission controls were turned off, 
improving mileage and performance 
but emitting far more than the US 
legal limit of nitrogen oxides. 

The defendants allegedly added 
a €23m (£19.8m) software update in 
2014 in an attempt to cover up the 
true reason for the elevated pollu¬ 
tion emissions. They face from six 
months to 10 years in jail if convicted 
of aggravated fraud. 

A lawyer for Mr Winterkorn said 
he would not comment until all infor¬ 
mation concerning the charges had 
been disclosed to him. 
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BANKING 

Activist investor hits back 
at Barclays Bank directors 



Mr Bramson has called for Barclays’ investment banking arm to be shrunk 


By Alys Key 

The activist investor pushing for a 
change of strategy at Barclays hit 
back at the bank’s directors after 
they urged shareholders to oppose 
his appointment to the board. 

Edward Bramson, who holds a 5.5 
per cent stake in Barclays through 
his investment vehicle Sherborne, 
said the board must adopt a “more 
realistic and shareholder oriented” 
strategy. He was responding to a 
statement last week in which the 
firm’s directors argued that it was not 
in need of a strategic overhaul. 

He has been an outspoken critic 
of the firm and has called for its 
corporate and investment banking 
arm to be shrunk. In a letter to fel¬ 
low shareholders Sherborne said an 
alternative voice on the board would 
be “healthy” and urged investors to 
back Mr Bramson’s appointment. 

“It seems to us that a board com¬ 
prised of 12 or more senior business 
people should be able to accommo¬ 
date and resolve occasional differ¬ 
ences of perspective and arrive at 
better and more sustainable out¬ 
comes for shareholders than a board 
that cannot. An alternative voice on 
the board would seem to be healthy 
for the company and its sharehold¬ 
ers,” the letter said. 

Responding to the board’s claim 
that Mr Bramson does not have ap- 


By Ravender Sembhy 

Kier Group has announced that its 
new boss, Andrew Davies, will lead 
a strategic review of the embattled 
construction firm. 

The company said that the review 
would consider ways of “further sim- 


propriate banking experience, it 
added: “By our count, five of the cur¬ 
rent directors already have banking 
or advisory backgrounds and we won¬ 
der how adding more could possibly 
make any substantive difference.” 

The letter also referred to reports 
that Tim Throsby, the former head of 
Barclays’ corporate and investment 
banking arm, clashed with CEO Jes 
Staley over the “irreconcilable” gap 
between goals set by the board and 
targets for investor returns. Sher- 


plifying Kier” to create a more fo¬ 
cused group. It will also examine the 
allocation of capital resources across 
the group and ways to improve cash 
generation and reduce debt. 

Mr Davies, who officially joined 
the group yesterday after his ap¬ 
pointment was announced in March, 


borne said it hoped a “warning of this 
nature” would increase the board’s 
awareness that the current strategy 
is placing “unreasonable demands 
on management”. 


BarcLays’ annual meeting 
will take place on 2 May 

at London’s QEII Centre, where 
investors will vote on whether to 
appoint Mr Bramson to the board. 


replaces Haydn Mursell, who left in 
the wake of Kier’s £250m emergency 
rights issue. 

Mr Davies was due to take on the 
chief executive role at the failed out¬ 
sourcer Carillion before it went bust. 
The conclusion of his Kier review will 
be announced in July. 


RETAIL 

Monsoon and 
Accessorize 
owner to hasten 
store closures 

By Alys Key 

Monsoon and Accessorize could be 
the latest stores to disappear from 
high streets up and down the country, 
after the owner of both brands called 
in advisers to speed up its closure. 

Monsoon Accessorize has brought 
in Deloitte to prepare plans for a pos¬ 
sible company voluntary arrange¬ 
ment (CVA), the process through 
which New Look and Mothercare 
closed stores last year. 

Any proposals are also likely to 
include rent reductions on Monsoon 
and Accessorize’s joint estate of al¬ 
most 270 branches. 

A spokesman for Monsoon Acces¬ 
sorize said: “The UK retail trading 
environment is tough and we are 
continuing to look at op¬ 
tions to reduce our 
overall costs as 
we restructure 
the business 
in the UK and 
internationally. 

“We have 
steadily reduced 
our store portfo¬ 
lio in recent years 
and shall continue to 
do so as leases expire. 

“We are looking at options to accel¬ 
erate these store closures.” 

Earlier this year, it emerged that 
Monsoon Accessorize was seeking 
rent cuts on some of its sites, but the 
group denied that a CVA was on the 
cards at the time. 

The CVA would form part of 
long-running efforts to slim down its 
store estate as sales move increas¬ 
ingly online. 

The group has closed almost 40 
shops in the past two years, as well 
as relocating and downsizing others. 

The most recent available accounts 
for Drillgreat, the holding company 
for Monsoon and Accessorize, show 
that it made a loss before tax of £10.5m 
in the year to 26 August 2017. 


CONSTRUCTION 

Kier announces review to simplify operation 
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TSB’s pledge to 
tackle fraud sets 
a fine example 


I t’s easy to be cynical about 
TSB’s fraud pledge that guar¬ 
antees customers won’t suffer 
if they lose out through getting 
tricked by scam artists. This is 
a business that was brought to its 
knees last year by an IT meltdown. 
It compounded the problem by the 
dismal way it communicated with 


customers during the active phase. 
The bank also recently unveiled a 
sharp cut to the fancy interest rates 
available to savers. 

The former boss, Paul Pester, 
who departed in the wake of the IT 
snafu, once said 5 per cent was for¬ 
ever. Apparently forever now means 
14 months, after which it becomes 3 
per cent. 

As you might imagine, this is a busi¬ 
ness in serious need of some good PR. 

But regardless of its motivations 
for making it, the fraud pledge 
matters. Fraudsters are sophis¬ 
ticated and clever, and the bank¬ 
ing system has some notable gaps 
within it that they are able to exploit 
with relative ease. 

If your details are stolen and you 
have money taken from your ac¬ 
count, they will compensate you. 
But if you’re tricked into giving your 
details to a scam artist, or if you are 
conned into sending a payment to the 
wrong account, an all-too-common 


event, you may not get anything back. 
Falling victim to this sort of thing can 
be devastating. Worse still is that fact 
that if you get hit once the chances 
are that you’ll get hit again. Criminals 
share people’s details in the same way 
that corporations do. The elderly and 
vulnerable are particularly prone to 
being targeted. 

A code of practice is due to come 
into force next year offering more 
protection, but it isn’t all encompass- 

The banking system has 
some notable gaps within 
it that they are able to 
exploit with relative ease 

ing. The phrase “gross negligence” 
is in there, which you can bet some 
banks will interpret as applying to 
anyone unfortunate enough to get 
tricked. So the TSB pledge matters. 

The bank says that it will cover 
anyone who gets caught out up to a 
maximum of £lm. I’ve spoken to its 


head of fraud and have been assured 
that there will be no “gross negli¬ 
gence” to get out. If you get turned 
over, you’re covered. 

Its rivals should take note, and fol¬ 
low suit. The reality is we shouldn’t 
be having this conversation. The 
internet is catnip to fraudsters. It 
makes their lives easy. 

Had banks invested in preventa¬ 
tive systems in response, a lot of 
people would have been saved a lot 
of pain, and millions of pounds would 
have been kept out of the pockets of 
criminals. Instead they chose to sit on 
their hands. 

In taking unilateral action, TSB 
might just have discovered a com¬ 
petitive advantage through doing the 
right thing that could help to erase 
memories of its IT mess. 

If I were running the show, I’d be 
inclined to make a big song and dance 
about it in my marketing because I 
doubt its rivals will act. 

THE INDEPENDENT 
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Trafigura deal to 
save 4,000 jobs 

Blich 


The Swiss commodities trader 
Trafigura has announced plans 
to take over Nyrstar, Europe’s 
largest zinc producer, with a 
complicated restructuring that 
will save about 4,000 jobs at the 
world’s second largest metals 
trader. Nyrstar said that almost 
45 per cent of its bondholders 
were in favour of the deal, which 
will see creditors swap their 
debt for securities or other 
Trafigura instruments. 


Aramco in £944m 
South Korea tie-up 

The Korea Times 

The state-owned oil firm Saudi 
Aramco has agreed a 1.4 trillion 
won (£944m) deal to buy a 13 per 
cent stake in the South Korean 
refiner Hyundai Oilbank, after 
rumours emerged about a 
potential tie-up in January. 

The deal will give Aramco an 
expanded presence in South 
Korea, where Hyundai Oilbank 
processes 650,000 barrels per 
day in the south of the country. 


Rusal re-enters 
American market 

The WaU Street Journal 

Rusal, the Russian aluminium 
producer once controlled by the 
oligarch Oleg Deripaska, has 
announced its first investment 
in the US since sanctions 
against it were lifted earlier 
this year. The smelter plans 
to invest $200m (£153m) in a 
rolling mill which is due to open 
in Kentucky next year. It will be 
the largest new aluminium plant 
in the US for nearly 40 years. 


Deutsche urged to 
shrink US business 


European regulators are 
putting pressure on Deutsche 
Bank to shrink its US 
investment arm as the chief 
executive, Christian Sewing, 
is urged to take more decisive 
action over the failing business. 
Deutsche’s supervisors are 
reportedly concerned that 
the division is too large and 
unprofitable. Regulators are 
also unlikely to change their 
mind should Deutsche’s tie-up 
with Commerzbank go ahead. 
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Vivendi revenues 
increase by 10.7% 

The French media 
conglomerate Vivendi posted a 
10.7 per cent rise in first-quarter 
revenues yesterday, at €3.4bn 
(£2.9bn). The company also said 
that it was making progress on 
the planned sale of up to half 
of the Universal Music Group, 
which represents artists such 
as Lady Gaga ( pictured) and 
Taylor Swift. 


AVIATION 


IAG’s financial 
officer steps down 

The chief financial officer of 
British Airways’ owner IAG, 
Enrique Dupuy de Lome, will 
step down from the board at 
the company’s annual general 
meeting in June. Steve Gunning, 
the finance chief at BA, will 
replace him. The IAG chief 
executive, Willie Walsh, said 
that Mr De Lome had done a 
“fantastic job” at the firm. 


EMnmum 

Profits at Carr’s 


FTSE100 down 0.2 at 7436.9 


Company Price 


3i Croup 1063.0 

Admiral 2246.0 

Anglo Amer 2165.0 

Antofagasta 1002.5 

AB Foods 2541.0 

Ashtead Croup 2086.0 

AstraZeneca 5994.0 

Auto Trader Croup 545.2 
Aviva 418.7 

BAE Systems 504.0 

Barclays 167.7 

Barratt Dev 618.8 

BAT 3123.5 

Berkeley CrpHIdgs 3857.0 
BHP Group 1902.8 

BP 569.9 

British Land 606.8 

BT 227,3 

Bunzl 2530,0 

Burberry 1960.0 

Carnival 3984.0 

Centrica 109,0 

Coca-Cola HBC 2657 0 

Compass 1753.5 

CRH 2520,0 

Croda Inti 5038.0 

DCC 6898.0 

Diageo 3120.5 

Direct Line Ins 337.3 

Easyjet 1176.5 

Evraz 644.8 

Experian 2157.0 

Ferguson 5400.0 

Fresnillo 784.4 

Clencore 330.0 

CSK 1550.0 

Halma 1745.5 


Chg High Low 


+3.0 1067.0 754.6 

+7.0 2260.0 1857.0 

-44.5 2229.5 1433.6 

-20.0 1171.5 713.2 

+ 14.0 2846.0 2011.0 

+ 18.0 2461.0 1572.5 

+6.0 6540.0 4874.5 

-0.4 549.2 333.5 

+0.7 554.6 361.8 

-4.8 680.6 441.5 

+1.7 219.1 145.0 

+0.8 628.1 430.0 

+34.5 4265.0 2336.5 

+30.0 4338.0 3170.0 

-32.2 1955.4 1486.6 

-0.7 603.6 481.4 

-0.4 703.0 520.0 

+2.5 268.6 194.7 

+18.0 2554.6 2050.0 

+ 13.0 2338.0 1618.5 

+ 18.0 5030.0 3611.0 

-0.2 164.5 108.2 

+37.0 2817.0 2224.0 

-39.5 1830.5 1435.0 

+7.0 2891.0 1961.0 

-14.0 5330.0 4360.0 

-18.0 7808.1 5555.0 

+5.0 3156.5 2436.5 

-1.5 379.7 300.7 

+25.5 1808.5 997.3 

-2.2 657.8 353.2 

-35.0 2192.0 1535.0 

+70.0 6601.0 4594.0 

-11.2 1364.5 737.6 

-2.5 409.8 3.4 

-1.2 1648.8 1274.3 

+25.5 1785.5 1194.0 


Company Price 


HargrveLans 2148.0 

HikmaPharms 1747.5 

Hiscox 1629.0 

HSBCHIdgs 655.9 

IAC 543.4 

Imperial Brands 2515.0 

Informa 782.0 

IntCont Htls 4839.0 

Intertek 5206.0 

ITV 132.3 

Johnson Matth 3384.0 

Just Eat 733.0 

Kingfisher 255.8 

Land Secs 926.8 

Legal & Gen 287.5 

Lloyds BkGp 65.2 

Lon Stock Ex 4863.0 

Marks&Spen 278.8 

Melrose Ind 191.2 

Micro Focus Inti 1947.0 

Mondi 1804.0 

Morrison (Wm) 224.4 

National Grid 820.4 

Next 5688.0 

NMC Health 2492.0 

Ocado Croup 1407.0 

PaddyPwrBetfair 6348.0 

Pearson 835.8 

Persimmon 2312.0 

Phoenix 707.4 

Prudential 17020 

ReckittBen 5823.0 

RELX 1648.5 

Rentokil Initial 366.8 

Rightmove 531.1 

RioTinto 4702.5 

Rolls-Royce 891.0 


Chg | High Low 


+20.0 2280.0 1622.0 

-12.5 2089.0 1153,5 

+21,0 1727.0 1411.0 

-2.8 749.9 596.4 

+0.8 727.0 499.0 

+8.5 3009.0 2239,5 

+8.0 869.6 602.8 

+6.5 5315.6 4052.5 

+36,0 6084.0 4323.0 

+1.5 183.1 121,5 

+23.0 3873.0 2574.0 

+3.2 890.8 519.2 

+2.6 319.7 202.7 

+0.8 999.9 784.1 

+0.6 289.4 221.8 

+0.4 69.7 49.5 

+5.0 4962.0 3842.0 

+0.5 316.6 240.0 

-0.8 248.8 145.9 

+9.0 2084.0 1131,5 

+4.5 2250.0 1557.5 

+2.4 270.5 209.2 

+3.1 895.1 744.5 

+72.0 6224.0 3970.0 

+29.0 4376.0 2110.0 

+11,0 1439.5 501.4 

+188.0 9184.9 5390.0 

-2.2 1030.0 758.6 

+27,0 2913.0 1824.7 

+3.0 735.5 536,7 

+30.0 1962.0 1325.0 

-82.0 7174.0 5255.0 

+8.0 1781.5 1466.5 

+2.8 369.9 266.7 

+ 1.8 531.1 415.2 

-69.0 4790.5 3460.0 

-0.8 1104.5 9,9 


Company Price 


RBS 262.5 

Shell A 2468.0 

Shell B 2490.5 

RSAInsur 538.0 

Sage 708.4 

Sainsbury(J) 234.1 

Schraders 3089.0 

Scot Mort Inv Tst 523.0 

Segro 675.0 

Severn Trent 1962.5 

Smith&Neph 1481.5 

Smith (DS) 359.1 

Smiths Gp 1521.5 

Smurfit Kappa Grp 2299.0 

Spirax-Sarco Eng 8010.0 

SSE 1137.0 

Stan Chart 671.0 

Standard Life Aber 271.8 

St James Place 1087.0 

Taylor Wimpey 189.7 

Tesco 249.3 

TUI AG 794.8 

Unilever 4346.0 

United Utilities 824.4 

Vodafone 142.5 

Whitbread 4835.0 

WPP 885.2 


Chg High Low 


+ 1.9 297.4 200.1 

-11.0 2755.0 2209.5 

-14.5 2845.5 2142.5 

+ 1.8 683.4 490.4 

+2.8 716.8 491.3 

-0.9 341.8 221.9 

+21.0 3511.0 2289.0 

-5.0 569.3 425.1 

-3.8 691.0 577.6 

+9.5 2104.0 1757.0 

-11.0 1548.5 1242.5 

+3,5 542.5 285.8 

+2.5 1810.2 1256.7 

-11.0 3308.0 1915.0 

+ 130.0 8410.0 5580.0 

+3.0 1449.5 1026.5 

-1.2 787.3 514.2 

+2.8 438.3 208.8 

-4.5 1246.0 905.6 

+ 1.8 206.2 127.8 

+2.2 266.8 187.1 

+9.8 1816.0 686.6 

-18.0 4503.7 3830.0 

+3.8 879.6 674.3 

+2.0 214.6 131.0 

-4.0 5162.0 3803.0 

+ 13.2 1375.5 791.0 


ice DATA SERVICES 

For enquiries call +44 (0)20 7825 8300 


Group fall by 2.6% 

Carr’s Group experienced a 
half-year profits dip after being 
hit by difficult conditions in 
its agriculture division and 
pension scheme charges. For 
the six months to 2 March, the 
agriculture and engineering 
group posted pre-tax profit of 
£10.3m, down 2.6 per cent from 
£10.6m posted a year ago. 


RECRUITMENT 


Robert Walters 
reports growth 

The recruiter Robert Walters 
has posted growth in the first 
quarter despite uncertainty in 
Europe, as its Asian business 
continued to boom. Net fee 
income was up 10 per cent 
across the group compared 
with the same period last year, 
despite any economic worries. 


Markets 


FTSE 100 

7436.9 

-0.2 

FTSE 250 

19807.1 

+95.4 

FTSE All Share 

407 3.1 

+3.2 

FTSEEurofirst300 

1524.6 

+ 1.2 

Dow Jones * 

26344.7 

-67.6 

S&P 500 * 

2899.8 

-7.6 

Nasdaq * 

7949.7 

-34.5 

DAX 

12020.3 

+20.4 

CAC 40 

5508.7 

+6.0 

HangSeng 

29810.7 

-99.0 

Nikkei 

22169.1 

+298.6 
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Despite progress in US-China 
trade talks helping to boost global 
sentiment, the FTSE loo started 
the week flat, closing just 0.19 
points down at 7,436.87. 


IWG sells off its 
business in Japan 

IWG, the serviced office group 
formerly known as Regus, has 
sold “pretty much all” of its 
Japanese business to TKP, a 
rented conference room and 
banquet hall provider, in a deal 
worth £320m. The two firms 
will enter into a franchise 
arrangement which will see 
TKP maintain 130 locations in 
Japan using IWG’s brands. 



Goldman Sachs 
cuts pay by 20% 


The US bank Goldman Sachs 
has reported that it cut pay 
costs by 20 per cent in the first 
quarter of the year, setting aside 
an average of $90,780 (£69,280) 
for its 35,900 employees. The 
financial services group also 
reported that net income had 
dropped by 20 per cent in the 
first quarter compared with last 
year’s figures. 


TRADE 


EU to open tariff 
talks with US 

European Union nations have 
approved plans to open trade 
talks with the United States, 
paving the way to the bloc to 
eliminate tariffs on industrial 
goods on a “reciprocal basis”. 
President Donald Trump and 
Commission chief Jean-Claude 
Juncker, agreed last year to 
reduce trade barriers. 


FINANCE 


Chairman of IG 
Group to quit 

The online derivatives trader 
IG Group has confirmed its 
chairman Andy Green will step 
down as part of a bid to overhaul 
the firm’s management. The 
company replaced its CEO 
Peter Hetherington with June 
Felix, formerly president at 
Verifone in Europe, last year. 


The biggest risers on the index 
were Paddy Power (up i 88 p 
at 6,348p), easyJet (up 25 . 5 P at 
i,176.5p) and Prudential, (up 30 p 
to i, 702 p). The biggest fallers were 
Compass Group (down 39 - 5 p at 
1.753-5P), Anglo American (down 
44 . 5 P at 2,i65p) and Antofagasta 
(down 20 p at i, 002 . 5 p). 

*** 

In Europe, the German Dax was up 
0.17 per cent and the French Cac 
was o.ll per cent higher. 
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money 


PERSONAL FINANCE 

Homeowners have already earned 
enough to pay annual mortgage bill 


By Vicky Shaw 

Today is “mortgage freedom day” - 
the date when new borrowers will 
have earned enough money to cover 
their home loan payments for the 
whole year. 

Halifax Bank has calculated that 
homeowners would have taken 106 
days this year to pay their annual 
mortgage bill - assuming that they 
had 30 per cent equity in their home 
and devoted every penny of earnings 
after tax towards it. 

The calculation, based on a single 
borrower, is adjusted each year and 
uses the current average annual 
mortgage repayment cost of £8,729 
and the average net annual income 
of £28,752. With house prices and 
wages varying across the UK, many 
areas have already had their mort- 


Mortgage freedom 
dates for 2019 

■ North East EngLand, 17 March 

■ Yorkshire and the 
Humber, 24 March 

■ North West EngLand, 22 March 

■ East Midlands, 7 April 

■ West Midlands, 14 April 

■ East Anglia, 18 April 

■ South West EngLand, 5 May 

■ South East England, 22 May 

■ London, 20 June 

■ Wales, 1 April 

■ Scotland, 8 March 

■ Northern Ireland, 12 March 


gage freedom day for 2019, while 
others are still waiting. Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and northern 


England had mortgage freedom 
days in March, while mortgage 
freedom day in London is not until 
20 June. Some parts of northern 
England and Scotland, including 
Copeland, Burnley and West Dun¬ 
bartonshire, had mortgage freedom 
days as early as February. 

Halifax said that last year’s UK 
mortgage freedom day also fell on 
16 April, suggesting that little has 
changed in terms of affordability. 

Since 2014, the date has moved 
back by just six days as wage growth 
and house prices have remained rel¬ 
atively stable across the period, the 
bank added. Halifax also calculated 
“rental freedom day”, which it said 
will fall this year 10 days later than 
mortgage freedom day, on 26 April. 

Andy Bickers, mortgages direc¬ 
tor at Halifax, said: “While on its 


own the significance of this date is 
hard to comprehend, comparing 
mortgage freedom days year-to- 
year allows for quick comparisons 
on affordability. 

“Specifically, it shows how much 
people earn against how much they 
spend on their mortgage. 

“Therefore, with both house 
prices and UK average earnings 
continuing to rise, it makes sense 
that mortgage freedom day this year 
remains unchanged from 2018.” 


9 2 \ This year, six of the 10 
1 1 . > latest mortgage freedom 
days are in London boroughs. The 

Latest is in Brent (5 September), 
with Haringey (24 August) and 
Hackney (12 August) next. 


A clarification of how NS&I bond 
rates wiLL be changing (i, 11 April); 
customers with existing Index-Linked 
Savings Certificates who renew into a 
new term from l May will have their 
returns based on CPI instead of RPI, 
plus an interest rate on top. 

In addition, customers who invest 
or mature into new issues of NS<&l’s 
Guaranteed Growth or Guaranteed 
Income bonds from l May will no 
longer have the option to withdraw 
their funds early. Interest rates in the 
two products remain unchanged. 

$$$ 

On the subject of bonds, Moneyfacts 
reports that interest rates on 
one-year fixed rate bonds have fallen 
for the first time this year in April. 

Returns on such products fell to 
1.42 per cent in April - a 0.05 per 
cent drop on March’s average and the 
Lowest seen since October 2018. 



Jet threat 
as flights 
cancelled 

The troubled Indian 
airline Jet Airways 
failed to secure 
emergency funding 
from its lenders 
yesterday. With debts 
totalling more than 
$i.2bn (fgoom), the 
carrier needs to 
secure a lending 
lifeline to survive. 
Meanwhile, its planes 
have been seized and 
hundreds of staff 
remain unpaid. All Jet 
Airways flights have 
also been cancelled 
until Friday. 

RAF IQ MAQBOOL/AP 



J 8 days ' 
half-board 
from only 
£l,219pp a 


Travel Offer 




The fuss-free direct cremation 
that saves 60%* of the cost of a funeral 


Pure Cremation is the simpLe, Low-cost 
alternative to a traditionaL funeral.. We Look 
after the cremation, Leaving you free to say 
goodbye your way. 

We can help you in two ways: 

• Take out a cremation funeral plan 

• Arrange a cremation now 
Call our friendly team today on 
0808 501 6269 f or Visit: 
purecremation.co.uk/inews 


HBQ 

f U N £ R A l 
PI ANNlNC 
AUTHORITY 


Pure 'sg 
Cremation 


CALL TO 
REQUESTYOUR 
FREE GUIDE 


*Sun Life Cost of Dying Report 2018. For full terms and conditions please visit our 

website. + Calls to this number may be recorded for monitoring and training purposes. IN0319 


Departures from June to September 2019 

Your tour includes... 

/ Visit Zermatt and the iconic Matterhorn 

/ Travel on the Glacier Express, twisting its way through breathtaking alpine scenery 
and one of the world’s greatest rail experiences with train ticket included 
/ Enjoy an included trip on the Bernina Express, another world-class railway journey 
/ Visit Montreux on the shores of Lake Geneva, known as the Swiss Riviera 
/ Travel on the charming Centovalli railway, across a ‘hundred scenic valleys’ to 
Locarno - ticket included 

/ Visit Italy’s fabulous Lake Maggiore and the delightful town of Stresa plus take an 
included lake cruise around the beautiful Borromean islands 
/ Return flights from a selection of airports, plus all hotel transfers 
/ Seven nights in three and four-star accommodation, with breakfast and dinner 
/ The services of our experienced and insightful tour manager throughout 


Prices are based on two people sharing and are correct at time of print. Single supplements may 
apply. This holiday is operated by and subject to booking conditions of Riviera Travel, ABTA V4744 
ATOL 3430 protected. Subject to availability. Additional entrance costs may apply. Images used in 
conjunction with Riviera Travel. For further information please write to Riviera Travel, New Manor, 
328 Wetmore Road, Burton upon Trent, Staffs, DEM ISP. 


Which? 


For more information or to book, please call: 

iDjMIERA 

01283523447 


TRAVEL 

or visit: www.ipariviera.co.uk 

•ABTA (4| 

) 

' The world. Within reach. 


































eat 


Burrata, spinach, pine nuts 
and sultanas 



SERVES 2 


4tbsp extra virgin olive oil_ 

2 burrata 

2 cloves of garlic, thinly sliced 

l red chilli, deseeded and sliced_ 

2tbsp pine nuts, toasted 
2ibsp sultanas 

2Q0g (raw) baby leaf spinach 

Yfr Lemon, juice and zest 
Salt and pepper 

Add the olive oil and garlic to a Large, cold 
frying pan. Heat gently until the garlic 
begins to turn golden. 

Add the chilli and cook for 20 seconds. 
Add the pine nuts and sultanas and 
cook for a further 30 seconds. Stir in 
the spinach Leaves until just wilted. Add 
Lemon juice, salt and pepper. 

Remove the spinach mixture and split 
between two plates, making a well in the 
middle for the burrata to sit. 

Drain the burrata and place in the 
centre of the spinach. 

Top with a Little Lemon zest, sea salt 
and black pepper. 

Drizzle with a Little olive oil if desired 
and serve with a wedge of fresh, 
crusty bread. 

Recipe from Joe Wright, 
josephbenjamin.co.uk 

Tomorrow 

Spanish chicken, chorizo 
and chickpea stew 



Kakuro 


Zygolex In i every day 


How to play Fill the white squares so that the total in each 
across or down run of cells matches the total at the start 
of that run. You must use the numbers from 1-9 only and 
cannot repeat a number in a run. Solution: minurLco.uk/i 



Jigsawdoku 

How to play Place the numbers 1-9 once in each row, column 
and bold-lined jigsaw region. Solution: minurLco.uk/i 
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Killer Sudoku no 1574 

How to play Each row, column and 3 by 3 box must contain 
each number (l to 9) only once. The sum of all numbers 
contained in a dotted area must match the number printed 
in its top-left corner. No number can appear more than 
once in a dotted area. Solution: minurl.co.uk/i 


Find the missing words by following the RHYME, LETTERS and MEANING Links 
- eg, a word that rhymes with ‘cheek’, has one letter different from ‘pear’ and 
has the same meaning as mountain, would be ‘peak’. Full rules at zygoLex.com. 

Solution, page 49 

• ••• I I I I I I 

RHYME LETTERS MEANING 



App Store Android & Kindle 


Futoshiki 


How to play 

Place the numbers 
from 1-5 exactly 
once in each row 
and column. The 
greater than and 
Less than signs 
(V and ’<’) indicate 
where one cell is 
greater/Less than 
the adjacent 
cell indicated. 
Solution: 
minurLco.uk/i 


□ □ □ \2i<\J 

□ □>□ □ □ 

V A V 

□ □ □>□>□ 
□ □ □ □>□ 
□ □<□ □ □ 


Minesweeper 

How to play Find all the mines in the grid. Numbers in certain squares indicate how 
many mines there are in the neighbouring squares, including diagonally touching 
squares. Mines cannot be placed in squares with numbers. Solution: minurLco.uk/i 
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Maths Puzzle 


How to play Fill the empty squares with 
numbers that will make the across and 
down calculations produce the results 
shown in the grey squares. Each numeral 
from l to 9 must only appear once. The 
calculations should be performed from 
Left to right and top to bottom, rather than 
in strict mathematical order. 


Easier 
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Codeword No2296 

How to play The numbers in the grid correspond to the letters of the alphabet. 
Solve the puzzle and fill in the letters in the key as you discover them. 

Three Letters are provided to give you a start. The solution will be printed in 
tomorrow’s paper, the solution to yesterday’s codeword is on page 49. 
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Word 

Ladder 

How to play 

Convert the word 
at the top of the 
Ladder into the 
word at the bottom 
of it, using only 
the four rungs 
in between. On 
each rung, you 
must put a valid 
four-letter word 
that is identical 
to the word above 
it, apart from a 
one-Letter change. 
There may be more 
than one way of 
achieving this. 
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Need a little Kelp getting started? Then call for up to four extra clue Letters on 
0901292 5204. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network access charge 
(if you are having trouble with the phone service, call the helpline: 0333 202 3390). 
Or text THEI CLUE to 85100 to receive your clues. Texts cost £1 plus your 
standard network charge (if you are having trouble with the text service, call the 
helpline: 0333 335 3351)- Clues change each day at midnight. 



GLUM 


CHAP 


44 * 

Clarity ^edia 

Maths Puzzle, 

Word Ladder, Word 
Wheel, Kakuro, 
Minesweeper, 

ABC Logic, Killer 
Sudoku, Futoshiki, 
Codeword, 
Jigsawduko and 
Wijuko created by 
CLarity Media. 

For more 
puzzles, 

see clarity-media. 
co.uk 


Terms £ 
Conditions 

By using i’s text 
services, you are 
agreeing to receive 
occasional SMS 
messages from 
JPI Media. You will 
not be charged for 
receiving these 
messages and may 
opt out at any time 
by texting STOP 
to the originating 
number. SMS 
services on this page 
are provided by BBA 
Digital Ltd, KT18 
5AD, helpline: 0333 
3353351- Phone 
services on this 
page are provided 
by Spoke AL10 
gNA, helpline: 0333 
202 3390, and by 
Advanced Telecom 
Services, EClM 
4BH. Helpline: 0330 
333 6946. 


Concise Crossword No 2618 


ACROSS 

1 Sudden 

convulsions (4) 

4 Palm fruit (4) 

8 Book’s 
introduction (8) 

9 Apartment (4) 

10 Large fruit (10) 

12 GaoL(6) 

14 Surgical stitch (6) 

15 Citrus fruit (10) 

18 Account of money 
owed (4) 

19 Church room (8) 

20 Be dressed in (4) 

21 Abound (in) (4) 


DOWN 

2 Extreme 
admiration (8) 

3 Strainer (5) 

4 No Longer 
operative (7) 

5 Amphibian (4) 

6 Plain good 
judgment (6,5) 

7 Teenage years (11) 
ll Brown-haired 

female (8) 

13 Temporal (7) 

16 Contaminate (5) 

17 Small rodents (4) 


© Stuck on the concise crossword? 

For today’s solutions, call 0905 789 3590. 
Calls cost 8op per minute plus your network 
access charge. If you are having trouble 
accessing this number, please call our helpdesk 
on 0333 202 3390. 


ALL NEW CROSSWORDS! 

The i Book of Crosswords 

Featuring 100 brand 
new concise crosswords. 

Available on Amazon 
for £4.99. 

See inews.co.uk/crossword 


For the full range of i puzzle books 

see inews.co.uk/puzzles 




Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword 

ACROSS 1 Cease, 4 Gape (Seascape), 8 Dracula, 9 Since, 10 India, 11 Master’s, 

13 Unnecessary, 16 Sidecar, 18 Range, 19 Tempo, 21 Explode, 22 Idle, 23 Sisal. 
DOWN 1 Caddie, 2 Abandoned, 3 Educate, 4 Gases, 5 Pun, 6 Warm-hearted, 7 Less, 
12 Erroneous, 14 Stripes, 15 Cereal, 16 Sett, 17 Chose, 20 Mad. 


Today’s other puzzles Cryptic Crossword, page 23; 
Five-Clue Cryptic, page 15; One-Minute Wijuko, page 25 

Puzzle solutions See page 49 and minurl.co.uk/i 


idoku Exclusive to i 


How to play Each numeraL from l to 9 must 
appear (once only) in the squares forming the 
red Letter i. Solution: minurl.co.uk/i 
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Sudoku Easier 
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Tomorrow: Harder 


ABC Logic 

How to play PLace the Letters 
A, B and C onLy once in each row and 
coLumn. Each row and coLumn has two 
blank ceLLs. The Letters at the edge of a row/ 
coLumn indicate which of the Letters is the 
first/Last to appear in that row/coLumn. 
Solution: minurl.co.uk/i 


B AC 

C 

B 

A B A B 

Word Wheel 


B 

B 

C 

C 


How to play This is an open-ended puzzLe. 
How many words of three or more Letters, 
each including the Letter at the centre 
of the wheeL, can you make from this 
diagram? We’ve found 23, including one 
nine-Letter word. Can you do better? 































































































































































































































































- ADVERTISEMENT - 

New healthy meals 
service makes fridge 
and freezer obsolete 


I T’S the storecupboard recipe for the future, home- 
cooked ready meals that combine the traditional 
taste of fresh-picked goodness with cutting-edge 
cooking techniques. Parsley Box meals are ready 
to pop in the oven or microwave straight from their box. 
They’re delivered to your home and then you pop them 
in the pantry - not the freezer or even the fridge, unlike 
other meal services, because this is high-tech cuisine. 

“The dishes, slow-cooked to perfection, can be stored 
for long periods because of the innovative vacuum-seal 
packaging system that’s taken a year to perfect. It’s based 
on a pressure cooking technique, which locks in both 
flavours and goodness without using preservatives, as 
well as having a 6 month shelf life.” 

Parsley Box is perfect for those who are getting older 
and who don’t want the trouble of cooking (or even 
defrosting), and yet it is just as handy for those short of 
time, whether singles or those with fast-moving families. 

MOTHER OF INVENTION 

It’s the brainchild of Adrienne and Gordon MacAulay 
who were looking for easy, nutritious food for Adrienne’s 


mother after the couple and their children (who used to 
love coming up with desserts for gran) moved away. 

The result is a compendium of Adrienne’s favourite 
recipes reborn into a 21st-century library of dishes for 
the home. 

“They take just 1-2 minutes in the microwave and 
taste delicious,” says Adrienne. “We have just started on 
our journey as a family business, so expect lots of new 
recipes to make the way out of our kitchen.” 

NUTRITIONAL BALANCE 

Already there are more than 50 dishes on offer, all 
wholesome and nutritionally balanced, from comforting 
favourites such as cottage pie to the sophistication of a 
coq au vin or the curry house charm of a rogan josh. 
There are also pasta dishes, Mediterranean rice and 
plenty more curries. Starters too, such as the rich tomato 
and red pepper soup, as well as side dishes and a number 
of sponge pudding desserts. 

What’s far from modern are the prices. Soups are 
£1.25, main courses £2.99 and puddings only £1.25 - 



and a special introductory bundle serves up to 10 main 
courses for £19.99, only £1.99 each. As a bonus there are 
two puddings and, like all orders, it comes with free next 
day delivery. 

This is the taste of things to come and it couldn’t be 
easier to enjoy. 

INFORMATION: parsleybox.com/0800 612 7225 


GOODNESS 
BOXED IN 

Home cooked 
meals steam fresh 
packed allow long 
shelf life and no 
preservatives or 
freezing required. 



A 10 MEAL \ 
Bundle+ 2 Puds 
& FREE Delivery for 




Wholesome tasty meals to your door 

• No freezing required, keep in cupboard, long shelf life. 

• Only wholesome ingredients 

• Easily heated in the microwave 

• No subscription 

Free Next Working Day Delivery (mainland UK) 


SPECIAL OFFER for the i readers 


10 meal bundle offer 

PLUS 2 puddings 


Parsley Box is the great new way to enjoy 
wholesome tasty meals at home. No 
chopping, no boiling, no running out of 
ingredients. Slow cooked, innovative vacuum 
seal allows storage in cupboard with long 
shelf life. We only cook with wholesome 
ingredients. Flavours are locked-in by our 
unique steam-fresh cooking techniques. 

S 10 meals PLUS 2 puddings 
^ Call FREE on 0800 612 7225 
S FREE 24hr Delivery (worth £3^9) 


Made in UK 


\.-A 

2 x Cottage Pie 


2 x Lasagne 


2 x Chilli Con Carne 

i 


2 x Coq au Vin 


2 x Lamb Hotpot 


Sticky Toffee 


Chocolate Sponge 


Our friendly phone operators are happy to swap any main meat for another of our 50 dishes 


^Trustpilot □□□□ 


66 For me the bonus is that I have 
little freezer space, the idea of keeping 
in a cupboard is excellent. I have 
recommended this company to friends. 99 
Lesley Foster 


■ Please send me my 10 Meal Bundle + 2 FREE Puds + Delivery for £19.99 


Order now for just Mm at 
www.parsleybox.com/IND8 or enter 
llg|»M on voucher page or call FREE on 


0800 612 7225 


and quote 

(phone lines open 7 days) or FREEPOST coupon 


CUSTOMER DETAILS: Please u 

Title Name 

Address 

Tel. No. 

PAYMENT METHOD: H 

Card 

No. 

Valid 

from / 


: BLOCK. CAPITALS throughout 


payable to ParsleyBox 


Expiry 


Security No. 


Signature 


Address envelope to: FREEPOST ParsleyBox (IND8) (no stamp required) 
or: ParsleyBox (IND8), 44 Melville St, Edinburgh, EH 3 , 7 HF (stamp required) 

□ Please advise if you do not wish to receive further special offers. Reg no. SC561983 






























Today's Weather 

Today’s high 

Today's low 

Moon Phase 

Sunrise 

Cloudy with rain throughout the day in the west and north, including 
central areas of England. Wet in the the south-east by the afternoon. 

16 ° 

1 ° 

O 

06:03 


Around Britain 

City Temp R; 

(Midday yesterday) f 


Aberdeen 


8 

F 

2.0 


1.8 

Aberporth 


10 

F 

0.3 


0.7 

Aberystwyth 


11 

F 

0.0 


4.8 

Aviemore 


9 

F 

0.0 


5-3 

Belfast 


8 

DR 

0.7 


0.5 

Birmingham 


13 

S 

0.0 


9.0 

Bournemouth 

12 

F 

0.0 


9-5 

Bridlington 


8 

C 

0.0 


7-3 

Bristol 


12 

S 

0.0 


8.2 

Cardiff 


11 

s 

0.1 


6.5 

Cromer 


9 

c 

0.0 


10.0 

Durham 


10 

F 

0.0 


9.1 

Eastbourne 


12 

s 

0.0 


9.3 

Edinburgh 


10 

F 

0.0 


7.8 

Eskdalemuir 


9 

F 

0.0 


5.7 

Glasgow 


11 

F 

0.0 


5.0 

HoLyhead 


11 

R 

1.0 


0.5 

Hove 


12 

S 

0.0 


9-3 

Hull 


9 

F 

0.0 


50 

Huntingdon 


12 

S 

0.0 


10.7 

Ipswich 


9 

F 

0.0 


11.3 

Isle of Man 


10 

R 

0.3 


0.7 

Isle of Wight 


11 

F 

0.0 


8.7 

Kinlochewe 


11 

F 

0.0 


7-3 

Kirkwall 


8 

F 

1.2 


2.7 

Leeds 


11 

F 

0.0 


9-3 

Lerwick 


7 

DR 

0.7 


3-2 

Leuchars 


8 

F 

0.0 


2.6 

Lincoln 


11 

S 

0.0 


10.7 

Liverpool 


12 

F 

0.0 


7-3 

London 


14 

S 

0.0 


10.9 

Manchester 


12 

F 

0.0 


7-7 

Margate 


9 

S 

0.0 


11.8 

Milford Haven 

9 

F 

3.8 


2.4 

Morecambe 


12 

F 

0.0 


8.4 

Newcastle 


9 

F 

0.0 


77 

Norwich 


9 

F 

0.0 


10.0 

Nottingham 


12 

F 

0.0 


10.9 

Okehampton 


10 

S 

1.3 


0.7 

Oxford 


13 

S 

0.0 


9-2 

Plymouth 


10 

F 

2.6 


3-9 

Portland 


10 

F 

0.0 


6.6 

Portsmouth 


11 

S 

0.0 


9-2 

Prestwick 


9 

F 

0.0 


1.8 

Rhyl 


12 

F 

0.1 


5-5 

Sheffield 


12 

F 

0.0 


8.9 

Shrewsbury 


12 

S 

0.0 


79 

Skegness 


10 

F 

0.0 


10.6 

Southend 


10 

S 

0.0 


12.0 

Stoke 


10 

s 

0.0 


8.0 

Stornoway 


9 

F 

0.0 


9.4 

Swansea 


10 

F 

0.7 


4.0 

Tiree 


8 

F 

0.1 


1.7 

Global 






City Temp Cond I 

(in °C) 

City 

Temp Cond 
(in “Cl 

Abu Dhabi 

29 

s 

Miami 


31 

C 

Abuja 

33 

F 

Milan 


16 

F 

Alicante 

20 

F 

Moscow 


6 

F 

Amsterdam 

13 

5 

Mumbai 


32 

F 

Athens 

14 

SH 

Munich 


11 

S 

Bangkok 

35 

S 

New York 

20 

C 

Barcelona 

16 

F 

Nice 


16 

s 

Beijing 

23 

F 

Palma 


22 

s 

Berlin 

11 

S 

Paris 


13 

s 

BrusseLs 

10 

S 

Prague 


12 

s 

Budapest 

15 

F 

Reykjavik 

8 

SH 

Chicago 

0 

SN 

Rio 


27 

TH 

DeLhi 

36 

S 

Rome 


18 

S 

Dubai 

29 

F 

Stockholm 

9 

S 

Dublin 

6 

R 

Strasbourg 

12 

S 

Frankfurt 

14 

S 

Sydney 


21 

F 

Geneva 

10 

S 

Tenerife 


23 

F 

Helsinki 

9 

S 

Tokyo 


21 

F 

Hong Kong 

25 

F 

Toronto 


3 

R 

IstanbuL 

10 

C 

Vancouver 

10 

F 

Johannesburg 20 

DR 

Vienna 


14 

S 

Lisbon 

17 

F 

Warsaw 


11 

S 

Los AngeLes 

17 

F 

Washington 

23 

c 

Madrid 

21 

F 

Wellington 

14 

F 


Key: C=CLoudy, DR=DrizzLe, 
F=Fair, FG=Fog, H=HaiL, M=Mist, R=Rain 
S=Sunny, SH=Showers, SL=Sleet, SN=Snow, 
SS=Sandstorm, TH=Thunderstorm 


Temperature 

@-c 

Wind speed 

mph 
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GENERAL SITUATION A Low 

pressure system is sitting towards 
the west of Ireland and should 
remain stationary in the North 
Atlantic over the next few days. 
The south easterly flow currently 
affecting the U K will become Less 
cold which will bring some 
warmer temperatures. Frontal 
systems at the west of the U K will 
progress towards western and 
central areas of the U K through 
the today. The fronts will be 
followed by a band of rainfall. 

SW England, N Wales, S Wales, 

Cen S England, Channel Is, 
Republic of Ireland: A wet day. A 
band of rain wiLL move in from the 
west through the early hours of 


\ I / 
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the morning and wiLL persist 
through most of the day. Ireland 
and south-west England will have 
some dry spells in the afternoon 
with some showers. The evening 
will be much drier with dear 
speLls. Max temp: 15 C. Tonight, dry 
and clear. Min temp: 4 C. 
loM, SW Scotland, W Isles, N 
Ireland: It will be a wet start to the 
day. Rain and drizzle will move in 
from the west through the earLy 
hours of the morning and wiLL 
continue through most of the 
afternoon. Some areas will clear 
by the Later hours of the evening 
though coastal areas, in particular, 
will have some light rain and 
drizzle. Max temp: 12 C. Tonight, 



• Exeter 
• Plymouth 


clear and dry. Min temp: lC. 

NW Scotland, N Isles, NE Scotland, 
SE Scotland: Central areas of 
Scotland will see some light 
drizzle in the morning, which will 
continue until the middLe of the 
day. The afternoon is set to be dry 
but extremely cloudy with some 
moderate winds. Northernmost 
parts of Scotland will see some 
Lighter cloud. Some areas may see 
a sLightLy misty evening. Max 
temp: 12 C. Tonight, dry but fairLy 
misty. Min temp: 2C. 

SE England, London, East Anglia: 

It looks set to be a misty morning 
for some. The afternoon looks to 
be dry but cloudy, with some parts 
of East AngLia seeing some lighter 


Brighton 


English Channel 


spots of cloud. Areas aLong the 
southern coast may see some light 
drizzle or showers in the early 
hours of the evening, though it will 
remain dry in most areas. Max 
temp: 14 C. Tonight, dry but misty. 
Min temp: 3 C. 

Midlands, NW England, NE 
England, E England: It is going to 
be a dry but cloudy start to the 
day, and this will continue through 
the morning and most of the 
afternoon. There wiLL be very little 
breaks in cloud for most of the day. 
Areas of Yorkshire may see some 
light drizzle in the evening though 
it will remain dry in other areas of 
the north. Max temp: 13 C. Tonight, 
light showers. Min temp: 4 C. 



SYNOPTIC PRESSURE Low E moves north-east over 
northern France and retains central pressure. Low D moves 
north-west away from the UK, with its centre located south of 
Iceland. Low H remains stationary across Scandinavia and 
retains central pressure. Low F moves east through the 
Atlantic, with associated fronts moving close to the UK. 


HIGHS & LOWS 

(Yesterday, up to 2 pm) 

Warmest: Greater London, 
Greater London, 15C 
Coldest: Leeming, 

North Yorkshire, -3C 
Wettest: St. Mary’s, 

Isles of SciLLy, 27.0mm 
Sunniest: East Mailing, 
Kent, lo.ohrs 


HOURS OF DARKNESS 

Aberdeen 

20 . 21 - 05.56 

Birmingham 

20 . 07 - 06.06 

Bristol 

20 . 08 - 06.11 

Cardiff 

20 . 10 - 06.13 

Glasgow 

20 . 24 - 06.07 

Hull 

20 . 04 - 05.57 

Inverness 

20 . 29 - 06.01 

Liverpool 

20 . 13 - 06.08 

London 

19 . 58 - 06.01 

Manchester 

20 . 11 - 06.05 

Stornoway 

20 . 40 - 06.09 

Swansea 

20 . 13 - 06.16 

York 

20 . 07 - 05.59 


Five-day 

outlook 
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WEDNESDAY It will be a 
showery start in the north 
east. East Anglia and the 
Midlands will see showers 
after midday. Dry for the 
rest of the UK. 



THURSDAY It will be a 
misty start to the day. It 
wiLL be a rather cLoudy 
start for most, clearing in 
the afternoon to give some 
evening sunshine. 



FRIDAY A misty start. 
Following some Light cLoud 
in Scotland it will be a fine 
and bright day, with very 
little cloud and some light 
winds. 



SATURDAY It wiLL be a 
warm and fine day. 
Following a misty start 
there will be bright 
sunshine and clear skies. 
A light breeze. 



SUNDAY A fine end to the 
week. It will be clear in 
most areas, with southern 
England having some Li 
cloud cover. It will be a 
warm day. 























































































































































SPORT 



tracing 


Angel’s Hideaway 
win today could 
trigger yet more 
classic confusion 


By Jon Freeman 

RACING EDITOR 

Classic trials aren’t always as in¬ 
structive as they might be. Take 
last year’s Nell Gwyn Stakes at 
Newmarket. The first three past the 
post turned out to be below the 
required standard, winning 
just once between them 
afterwards from 14 
starts combined. 

But the fourth filly 
home was Billesdon i 
Brook and she im- ' 
proved out of all 
recognition less than 
three weeks later to be¬ 
come the biggest-priced 
winner ever (66-1) of the 
1000 Guineas. Billesdon Brook, 
in turn, couldn’t win another race, 
while the filly she beat, Laurens, went 
on to land five Group Ones. Some¬ 
times the form book is nothing more 
than a can of worms. 

Mot Juste, Angel’s Hideaway and 
Sunday Star - first, second and third 



in a Group Three at Newmarket last 
October - clash again in today’s Nell 
Gwyn under similar conditions. 

It is not a leap of faith to suggest 
that John Gosden’s Angel’s Hideaway, 
who didn’t have the run of that con¬ 
test, might come out on top this time 
on better weight terms, but it pays 
not to be too dogmatic about 
fillies at this time of year. 
There most likely 
isn’t a colt lining up for 
the Fielden Stakes of 
the calibre of the 2015 
winner, Golden Horn, 
but Karl Burke has 
been talking enthusi¬ 
astically about Kadar 
ever since the son of Scat 
Daddy’s taking debut vic¬ 
tory at Haydock last autumn. 

“I’ve said plenty about him - prob¬ 
ably too much - but I do think he’s 
a lovely horse,” said the Yorkshire- 
based trainer. Burke, who handled 
Laurens so expertly last summer, 
expects Kadar to really shine when 
stepped up to middle distances and 



Mot Juste (left), ridden by William Buick, wins at Newmarket last October and 
is a strong contender for today’s Nell Gwyn Stakes G ETTY l MAG ES 


I’ve said plenty about him 
but I do think he’s a lovely 
horse. He’s a mile-and-a- 
quarter-plus horse 


sees this nine-furlong listed event as a 
stepping stone to much bigger things. 

“For me, he’s a mile-and-a-quar- 
ter-plus horse. But if he wins this, we 
will have the option of coming back 



BEST BET 
Green Power 

( 1 . 50 pm, Newmarket) 

Went dose on recent return to 
action at Doncaster and wiLL be 
spot on for this. 

NEXT BEST 
Angel’s Hideaway 

(3.35pm, Newmarket) 

Things didn’t go right for the filly 
when Mot Juste beat her here Last 
October. 

ANTE POST 

Grand National hero Tiger Roll 
has been backed into 10-1 to add 
the Irish version at Fairyhouse 
next Monday. 

... 

in trip for the Guineas and he’ll have 
had a good look at the track as well.” 

Burke was careful not to run Kadar 
on fast ground last year, but admits 
he was probably over-cautious and 
is happy to let him loose on today’s 
good-to-firm surface now that he’s 
more physically mature. 

Best on form here is Aidan 
O’Brien’s Western Australia, but he 
was highly tried in top company as 
a juvenile and perhaps doesn’t have 
the same scope for improvement as 
Kadar and one or two of the others. 


EXETER good 


2.40 


LIKE RACING TV ON FACEBOOK HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS 3) £12,400 added 2m 2f myds 


1 115332 MASTER WORK (CD) P Hobbs 6 1112 Tom O’Brien 

2 -12260 NELSON’S TOUCH J W MuLlins 6 11 8 Kevin Jones (3) 

3 16-033 MALACHITE N Henderson 6 11 6 .Nico De BoinviUe 

4 6-2151 RENWICK D Skelton 6 11 5 .Harry Skelton C,T 

5 736764 MAGNA CARTOR Dr R Newland 9 11 4Charlie Hammond (3) 

6 814334 HERE’S HERBIE (CD) Mrs S Gardner 1111 " James Best T 

7 -41603 BANG ON J Scott 6 111 . M Griffiths 

8 87-802 HATTAAB Henry Oliver 6 10 3 . Jason Dixon (7) 

- 8 declared - 

BETTING: 5-2 Renwick, 7-2 Master Work, 6-1 Magna Cartor, Bang On, 
13-2 Malachite, 10-1 Hattaab, 12-1 Nelson’s Touch, 14-1 Here’s Herbie. 


3.50 


RACINGTV.COM DEVON STAYERS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS 3) £21,400 added 3m 7f 


1 F1-026 SNUFF BOX Miss V WiLLiams 8 12 2 .Charlie Deutsch 

2 -80424 DANCING SHADOW (C)(BF) V DartnaLl 10 11 i2James Best B 

3 32322P LEN BRENNAN T Vaughan 6 1111 .AlanJohns 

4 22121P PLANTAGENET J W Mullins 7 1111... D Sansom (5) C 

5 /78-74 BERTIE BORU (C) C J Gray 12 11 6 Tom O’Brien 


6 12PP-6 YOU SAY WHAT (C) D Pipe 9 11 4 Tom Scudamore B,T 

7 -44313 SANDHURST LAD (BF) W Greatrex 8 113 R Johnson C 

8 -52522 ONE OF US (BF) N WiLLiams 7 111 Sam Twiston-Davies 

9 4-P4P4 KILCULLEN FLEM P Kirby 9 10 i2Thomas Dowson(3)C,T 

10 947623 THE HAPPY CHAPPY Mrs S Humphrey 8 10 9 S Bowen T,V 

11 5-21P1 STEEL NATIVE D Rees 8 10 5.Richard Patrick (3) H 

-11 declared - 

BETTING: 4-1 One Of Us, 11-2 Sandhurst Lad, 13-2 The Happy Chappy, 
8-1 Dancing Shadow, Plantagenet, Snuff Box, 10-1 Kilcullen Flem, Len 
Brennan, Steel Native, 14-1 others. 


4.25 


EVERY RACE LIVE ON RACING TV HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS 5) £ 7,939 added 2m 3 f 


1 P11233 COME ON CHARLIE (D) P Hobbs 7 12 0 ..RJohnson 

2 5U34U7 ALL KINGS R Buckler 10 11 12 .Daryl Jacob 

3 552554 FULL SHIFT R Brotherton 10 11 9 . Benjamin Poste 

4 FFP471 TUDORS TREASURE (CD) Robert Stephens 8 11 9 Tom O'Brien 

5 8-3336 KILINAKIN Miss Z Davison 9 11 6 . James BestC 

6 60-073 KINGSTON MIMOSA M Gillard 7 10 1 DHiskett(5)C 

7 022052 RULE THE OCEAN M Sheppard 9 10 1 Mr Charlie Todd (7) T 

8 -64P69 ST MERRYN B Summers 8 10 o Charlie Hammond (3) 

9 5885P5 GILLY GRACE J Frost 9 10 0. Will Kennedy C 

10 6-P76P EDDIES PEARL B Forsey 9 10 o. Rex Dingle (5) 

-10 declared - 

BETTING: 5-2 Tudors Treasure, 11-4 Rule The Ocean, 6-1 Come On 
Charlie, 13-2 Kingston Mimosa, 8-1 Kilinakin, 12-1 All Kings, 
14-1 St Merryn, 20-1 Full Shift, Gilly Grace, 33-1 Eddies Pearl. 


NEWMARKET GOOD TO FIRM 


1.15 


BET365 FILLIES’ MAIDEN STAKES (PLUS 10) (DIV l) 
(CLASS 4) 3 Y 0 £10,000 added lm 


1 6- ARTISTIC STREAK T Dascombe 9 0Richard Kingscote 10 

2 73- BEGUILING CHARM Ed WaLker 9 o.Gerald Mosse 8 

3 37 FORTY FOUR SUNSETS R Hannon 9 o. Tom Marquand7 

4 84- INCLYNE A Balding 9 o Oisin Murphy 6 

5 23- MAQSAD (BF) W Haggas 9 0 Jim Crowley 1 

6 SPECIALISE R Varian 9 o. Andrea Atzeni 4 

7 2- STAGEHAND C Hills 9 0 Ryan Moore 3 

8 TERESHKOVA M Bell 9 o.Hayley Turner H 5 

9 3- TWIST ‘N’ SHAKE J Gosden 9 o.Frankie Dettori 9 

10 VENUSTA M Channon 9 o.Silvestre De Sousa 2 

-10 declared - 

BETTING: 11-4 Maqsad, 3-1 Twist ‘n’ Shake, 7-2 Stagehand, 6-1 Inclyne, 
7-1 Specialise, 20-1 Artistic Streak, 25-1 Forty Four Sunsets, Venusta, 
Tereshkova, Beguiling Charm. 


FORM VERDICT 

STAGEHAND showed pLenty of promise on her debut when a good 
second at Newcastle in October and the booking of Ryan Moore Looks 


notabLe with likely improvement to come for the extra furLong. Maqsad 6 
was unable to build on the potential of her racecourse bow here when 
beaten at odds-on at Yarmouth. That said, she remains a filLy capabLe of 7 21323- I’LL HAVE ANOTHER M Johnston 8 12... Silvestre De Sousa 3 

taking a big step forward this campaign and she is respected along with - 7 declared - 

newcomers Specialise, out of a US Grade 2 winner, and Tereshkova, BETTING: 13-8 Western Australia, 7-2 Kadar, 4-1 Kick On, 8-1 

whose dam is a haLf-sister to Group 1-pLaced James Garfield. Walkinthesand, 10-1 Boerhan, 12-1 I’ll Have Another, 16-1 Spanish 

_ Mission. 


I WEATHERBYS TBA HANDICAP (CLASS 2) 
£25,000 added 6f 


1 10030- SUMMERGHAND (D) D O’Meara 5 9 7.DanielTudhope 12 

2 92181- ALEMARATALYOUM S C WiLLiams 5 9 6 Jim Crowley T 5 

3 22020- NORMANDY BARRIERE(D)N Tinkler 7 9 6. William Buick 4 

4 -51513 DESERT DOCTOR (D) Ed Walker 4 9 5 Gerald Mosse 9 

5 01201- ICE LORD (D) C WalL 7 9 5. Richard Kingscote 15 

6 1507-4 GREEN POWER (D) J Gallagher 4 9 5.Ryan Moore 14 

7 0305-6 TOMMY TAYLOR (D) K Ryan 5 9 4 Tom Eaves 7 

8 20324- FLAVIUS TITUS R Varian 491. Andrea Atzeni 2 

9 1140-7 BURIDAN (D) R Hannon 4 9 1.Sean Levey 1 

10 21738 ZAIN HAN A (D) J Butler 4 9 1 Daniel Muscutt 13 

11 62460- KIMIFIVE (D) J Tuite 490. Oisin Murphy 3 

12 52135- COUNT OTTO (D) Mrs A Perrett 4 9 0 ... Jason Watson H 8 

13 5182-0 VON BLUCHER Rebecca Menzies 6 9 o P J McDonald C 6 

14 5/57-7 BURGUILLOS(BF) S C WiLLiams 6 8 12. 

Harry Bentley H,T 10 

15 18242- BLACKHEATH (D)(BF) Ed Walker 488 Luke Morris 11 

-15 declared - 

BETTING: 11-2 Buridan, 6-1 Green Power, 7-1 Flavius Titus, 8-1 Desert 
Doctor, Tommy Taylor, 12-1 Normandy Barriere, Ice Lord, Blackheath, 
14-1 others. 


FORM VERDICT 

FLAVIUS TITUS ran some good races in defeat towards the back end of 
last season, including when fourth to Tabdeed, a potential Group horse, 
at Ascot on his Latest start, and a geLding operation may just unLock the 
improvement required to see him get back to winning form. Tommy 
Taylor (sixth) and Buridan (seventh) both shaped well on their return 
at Doncaster Last month and are entitLed to be competitive once again, 
while Desert Doctor deserves another chance on turf on the evidence 
of his recent aLL-weather form. 


FORM VERDICT 

Western Australia sets the form standard having pLaced in the Group 1 
Vertem Futurity behind stabLe companion Magna Grecia at Doncaster 
at the end of last season and he is entitLed to come on for his first 
outing of the year at DundaLk. However, he has aLready had seven 
outings which couLd make him vuLnerabLe to a less-exposed rival and 
the sixth from the contest on Town Moor, KICK ON, gets the vote. A 
winner of a good maiden on his second start over a mile, he wasn’t 
disgraced when stepped up in class on that occasion and appeals as 
the type to improve pLenty from his juvenile campaign. Walkinthesand 
showed a good leveL of form in two starts at Sandown over 7f and the 
manner in which he won on his second start suggested a step up in trip 
would see him in an even better Light. The once-raced Kadar, a winner 
at Haydock in September, is another with significant potential. 


I LANWADES STUD NELL GWYN STAKES (FILLIES’ 
GROUP 3) (CLASS 1) 3YO £60,000 added 7f 


1 21982- ANGEL’S HIDEAWAY J Gosden 9 o . Robert Havlin 5 

2 28331- COME ON LEICESTER R Hannon 9 0 Silvestre De Sousa 10 

3 6117- LOOK AROUND (D) A Balding 90 . Oisin Murphy 8 

4 17153- MAIN EDITION (D)(BF) M Johnston 9 o Ryan Moore 9 

5 1- MERCENARY ROSE P CoLe 9 o David Probert 11 

6 5163- MISTRESS OF LOVE (D) K Burke 9 0 Daniel Tudhope 2 

7 6411- MOT JUSTE (CD) R Varian 90 . Andrea Atzeni 6 

8 431-25 NASHIRAH C Appleby 9 o.William Buick 1 

9 2-11 ORCHID STAR (D) C Appleby 9 0.James Doyle 4 

10 1- QABALA (CD) R Varian 9 o. David Egan 7 

11 0213- SUNDAY STAR (CD) Ed WaLker 90 Gerald Mosse 3 

-11 declared - 

BETTING: 10-3 Mot Juste, 4-1 Main Edition, 9-2 Angel’s Hideaway, 7-1 
Sunday Star, 8-1 Qabala, 10-1 Look Around, Nashirah, Orchid Star, 25-1 
others. 


I BET365 EUROPEAN FREE HANDICAP (LISTED) 
(CLASS 1) 3YO £50,000 added 7 f 


1 11611- ARCTIC SOUND (CD) M Johnston g 7.James Doyle 1 

2 15333- SHINE SO BRIGHT (BF) A Balding 9 3 Silvestre De Sousa 5 

3 01150- KUWAIT CURRENCY R Hannon 9 2.Tom Marquand T 6 

4 012- AZANO (D) J Gosden 9 1.Frankie Dettori T 3 

5 44-390 VICTORY COMMAND (D) M Johnston 9 0 RyanMoore7 

6 17287- SPACE TRAVELLER (D) R Fahey 8 13.Daniel Tudhope 4 

7 31324- DUBAI DOMINION (D) E Vaughan 8 11.Oisin Murphy 2 

- 7 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Azano, 4-1 Shine So Bright, 6-1 Dubai Dominion, Kuwait 
Currency, Arctic Sound, 8-1 Space Traveller, 12-1 Victory Command. 


FORM VERDICT 

Arctic Sound proved to be exceptionally tough Last season, winning 
four of his six outings, and that quality was showcased on his final start 
when Landing a Group 3 over C&D at the end of September. That said, he 
has to give weight to all of his rivaLs today and may struggLe to concede 
4lb to SHINE SO BRIGHT. Andrew Balding has begun the season in fine 
form, especiaLLy with his three-year-oLds in this ownership, and a trio 
of placed efforts in Group 2 company over 6f makes him the form pick, 
with the extra furLong unLikeLy to pose any issues. Azano’s second in 
the Horris HiLL at Newbury took a significant boost when the winner 
of that contest Mohaather, Landed the Greenham at the same venue 
on Saturday and he warrants respect aLong with Dubai Dominion, who 
could have more to offer on his sixth career start. 


I BET365 FEILDEN STAKES (LISTED) (CLASS l)3Y0 
£40,000 added lm if 


1 135- BOERHAN W Haggas 9 0. James Doyle 2 

2 1- KADAR K Burke 9 o. Daniel Tudhope 7 

3 216- KICK ON (C) J Gosden 9 0.Oisin Murphy 5 

4 31-5 SPANISH MISSION D M Simcock 9 o. Jamie Spencer 6 

5 21- WALKINTHESAND R Hannon 9 0.Tom Marquand 1 


FORM VERDICT 

Main Edition ended last season with a good third to Just Wonderful over 
C&D in the Rockfel and, on that showing, would Look the one to beat on 
form. The Oh So Sharp 1-2-3, Mot Juste, Angel's Hideaway and Sunday 
Star, all meet once again and merit pLenty of respect. Mot Juste built on 
her BeverLey success in good style on that occasion and can take another 
step forward this season, but a chance is taken with NASHIRAH. A winner 
at Yarmouth on her third start, Charlie Appleby’s filly needs to improve on 
the bare form shown to date but she had two runs in Dubai in January and 
that could play to her advantage on this occasion. 


4.10 


BET365 BRITISH EBF MAIDEN FILLIES’ STAKES (PLUS 
10) (CLASS 4) 2 Y 0 £8,000 added 5 f 


1 5 ARASUGAR J W Mullins 9 o. Hollie Doyle 5 

2 AROHA B Meehan 9 0 Jim Crowley 3 

3 4 BARTAT M Channon 9 0 Silvestre De Sousa 2 

4 CHASING DREAMS C Appleby 9 0.William Buick H 6 

5 GOOD VIBES P Evans 9 0. Oisin Murphy 4 

6 KEMBLE R Hannon 9 o.Sean Levey 1 

- 6 declared - 

BETTI NG: 6-5 Chasing Dreams, 4-1 Kemble, 6-1 Good Vibes, 7-1 Aroha, 8-1 
Arasugar, 10-1 Bartat. 


FORM VERDICT 

Charlie Appleby won this 12 months ago and unleashes another formidable 
looking fiily here in his daughter of Starspangledbanner, CHASING 

DREAMS, who cost 750,000gns as a yearling. Bartat and Arasugar 
have crucial course experience in their favour and hold each-way 
possibilities, whiLe Kemble cost 100,000 euros as a foal and the Kodiac 
fiLly is with an ideaL trainer for early success. 


4-45 


BET365 FILLIES’ MAIDEN STAKES (PLUS 10) (DIV 2) 
(CLASS 4) 3 Y 0 £10,000 added lm 
ALANDALOS C Hills 9 o.Jim Crowley 5 


2 7- DINAH WASHINGTON M Bell 9 o.L Steward7 

3 97- FAST STRIKE D Lanigan 9 0. Stevie Donohoe 3 

4 LAVENDER’S BLUE Mrs A Perrett 90.. Robert Havlin9 

5 78- MAAMORA S Crisford 9 o.Silvestre De Sousa 8 

6 PLISSKEN Tom Clover 9 o.PatCosgrave H 6 

7 PRINCESS JULIANA B Meehan 9 o Callum Shepherd 2 

8 RIMMAL J Noseda 9 0.Jamie Spencer H 1 

9 TATWEEJ Owen Burrows 9 0. DaneO'Neill4 

10 XIMENA Samuel FarreLl 9 0.Eoin Walsh 10 

-10 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Alandalos, 4-1 Rimmal, 6-1 Tatweej, 10-1 Princess Juliana, 


12-1 Fast Strike, Maamora, Dinah Washington, 14-1 Lavender’s Blue, 
16-1 others. 


FORM VERDICT 

ALANDALOS shaped niceLy on debut in December having initially 
dweLt in the staLLs and it would be no surprise to see CharLie Hills' 
haLf-sister to useful miler Afaak buiLd on that to pLay a leading 
roLe here. Fellow Hamdan Al Maktoum contender Tatweej is an 
interesting newcomer and comes with a hefty 6so,ooogns price tag, 
whiLe Rimmal is another debutant to take note of being a haLf-sister 
to a usefuL US performer. 


IBET365 HANDICAP (CLASS 3) 3Y0 £20,000 added lm 2f 


5-20 


1 94172- MORDRED R Hannon 97 Sean Levey 4 

2 511 MARHABAN (D) C Appleby 9 o.William Buick 3 

3 4 311 WAR TIGER R Fahey 8 12. Tony Hamilton 5 

4 421- SOLID STONE Sir M Stoute 8 11. Ryan Moore 1 

5 311- NEVER DO NOTHING A Balding 8 9. Oisin Murphy 2 

- 5 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Solid Stone, 11-4 Marhaban, 7-2 War Tiger, 5-1 Never Do 
Nothing, 8-1 Mordred. 

FORM VERDICT 

SOLID STONE Looked in need of a step up in trip when getting off the mark 
over seven furlongs at Newcastle in the autumn and Sir Michael Stoute's 
ShamardaL coLt, who cost 36o,OOOgns as a yearling, makes pLenty of appeaL 
over this distance on his handicap debut. Marhaban is another who cost 
plenty as a youngster and switches to the handicap ranks foLLowing two 
useful wins in novice company on the aLL-weather, while War Tiger has 
impressed of Late and is respected in search of a hat-trick. 


WOLVERHAMPTON standard 


I BETWAY CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS 3) £11,500 


7-15 


1 583283 CORINTHIA KNIGHT (CD) Archie Watson 4 9 6. 

Edward Greatrex 7 

2 60140- STORM OVER (CD) G Scott 5 9 6.Harry Bentley 3 

3 75-173 TROPICS (C)(D) D Ivory 11 9 6 Adam Kirby H 2 

4 -64348 GRACIOUS JOHN (CD) P Evans 6 9 2.Tom Marquand 4 

5 460 16 JUST THAT LORD (CD) M Attwater 692 Luke Morris 1 

6 46/16- KYLLANG ROCK (D)(BF). Tate 59 2 PJMcDonald6 

7 47 481 REFLEKTOR (C)(D) T Dascombe 6 9 2Richard Kingscote 5 

- 7 declared - 

BETTING: 15-8 Kyllang Rock, 3-1 Corinthia Knight, 9-2 Tropics, 7-1 
Gracious John, 8-1 Reflektor, 12-1 Storm Over, 20-1 Just That Lord. 


745 


BETWAY LIVE CASINO HANDICAP (CLASS 4)£lO,lSO 
added 2m 120yds 


1 755352 ALABASTER Sir M Prescott 5 9 11 .Luke Morris V 4 

2 14317- SEINESATIONAL W Knight 4 9 9 .David Egan V 3 

3 12 414 LOPES DANCER Harriet BetheLl 7 9 7... Joe Fanning 6 

4 12-527 COUNTRY’N’WESTERN R Eddery 7 9 5 

Darragh Keenan (5) 1 

5 1606/5 UNCLE BERNIE (CD) Sarah Hollinshead 992 . 

Gabriele Malune (3) C 5 

6 332-70 BLACK NOAH J Farrelly 4 9 0. David Probert 2 

7 08 434 KNIGHT COMMANDER S FLook 6 8 7 Raul Da Silva T7 

- 7 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Alabaster, 7-2 Lopes Dancer, 4-1 Seinesational, 5-1 
Country’n’western, 10-1 Black Noah, 12-1 Uncle Bernie, 16-1 Knight 
Commander. 
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CRICKET 


FORMULA ONE 


Smith and Warner 
picked for Aussie 
World Cup squad 


Batsmen Steve Smith and David 
Warner have been named in Austral¬ 
ia’s World Cup squad, marking their 
return to the national team following 
bans over the ball-tampering scandal. 

Former captain Smith and Warner 
were suspended for a year due to their 
roles in the plan to manipulate the ball 
using sandpaper during the third Test 
against South Africa in March 2018. 

Now the duo, who have played in 
this season’s Indian Premier League 
(IPL), will return to the internation¬ 
al stage in the tournament in Eng¬ 
land and Wales, which starts on 30 
May. Chairman of selectors Trevor 
Hohns said: “We have been extreme¬ 
ly pleased with how the ODI squad 
has been building over the past six 
months, including the recent series 
wins in India and against Pakistan in 
theUAE. 

“Steve Smith and David Warner 


come back into the squad. Both are 
world-class players and it has been 
pleasing to see them produce some 
good form in the IPL.” 

Australia have also named spin¬ 
ners Adam Zampa and Nathan 
Lyon in the squad alongside Mitchell 
Stare, Pat Cummins, Jason Behren- 
dorff, Jhye Richardson and Nathan 
Coulter-Nile. 

Peter Handscomb, who scored his 
maiden one-day hundred in India 
last month, and Josh Hazlewood are 
among the big names to have missed 
out on a spot. “Mitchell Stare and 
Jhye Richardson have both been 
named subject to fitness,” Hohns 
said. Given the depth of talent and 
competition for spots, there were a 
number of tough calls we had to make 
to settle on our squad of 15. 

“Unfortunately, from the recent 
squad which toured India and the 



David Warner’s form in the IP L has 
impressed the Australian selectors 


UAE, Peter Handscomb, Ashton 
Turner and Kane Richardson have 
made way for the above inclusions, 
but all three have been included in 
the Australia A squad for the tour of 
England.” 

Fast bowler Hazlewood has been 
trying to recover from a back injury 
which has kept him on the sidelines 
since January and could still be 
selected for the Ashes series starting 
at Edgbaston in August. 


Karthik gets vote behind stumps ahead of Pant 


By Amlan Chakraborty 

Dinesh Karthik has pipped young 
Rishabh Pant to the second wicket¬ 
keeper’s spot in India’s World Cup 
squad and all-rounder Vijay Shankar 
also made the cut. 

There was not much suspense 
hanging over chief selector MSK 
Prasad’s news conference yester¬ 
day to announce a 15-man squad, 
led by Virat Kohli, as most of the 


players picked themselves. With 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni the undis¬ 
puted first-choice wicketkeeper, the 
selectors preferred Karthik’s expe¬ 
rience to the raw aggression of the 
21-year-old Pant. 

“We felt Rishabh Pant or DK will 
come into the playing XI only if Mahi 
[Dhoni] is injured,” Prasad told re¬ 
porters, saying Karthik’s superior 
keeping and reputation as a “finish¬ 
er” clinched it for the 33-year-old. 


“In crunch matches, who can be 
the best guy who can handle the pres¬ 
sure? For that reason, the decision 
went in favour of Dinesh Karthik. 
Otherwise, Pant is full of talent, 
there’ll be time for him. It’s unfortu¬ 
nate for him that he missed out.” 

India boast a formidable top order, 
including captain Kohli, but the team 
have been searching for a reliable 
No 4 batsman and Shankar beat Am- 
bati Rayudu to the spot. 



DUKE 


GLUM 

ZYGOLEX 

DUNE 


SLUM 

LEFTTO RIGHT: 

DONE 


SLAM 

soft; sLap; farm; 

DOGE 


SLAP 

pay; croft; sLay; 
craft' skill' ki LL" 

DOGS 


CLAP 

shaft; kilt; beam; 

JOGS 


CHAP 

skirt; shift; wilt 






5-CLUE CROSSWORD 

Across: l Bi-Op-i-c, 3 icar-us, a N-iC-est 
Down: 1 B-union, 2 C-lose-t. 

WORD WHEEL 

NINE-LETTER WORD horrified 
OTHER WORDS die, dire, drier, fiord, fir, fire, 
fired, firer, fried, heir, hid, hide, hider, hire, 
hired, hirer, horrid, ire, rid, ride, rider, rife 


YESTERDAY S CODEWORD 2295 

p [2 [3 [4 [5 [6 [7 [8 T9 p0 111 12 p3 
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Results Service 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Watford (o) 

0 Arsenal (1) 


l 

Att 20,480 

Aubameyang 10 

P W D L F A 

Pts 

Liverpool 

34 26 

7 1 77 

20 

85 

Man City 

33 27 

2 4 86 

22 

83 

Tottenham Hotspur 

33 22 

1 10 64 

34 

67 

Arsenal 

33 20 

6 7 66 

40 

66 

Chelsea 

34 20 

6 8 57 

36 

66 

Man Utd 

33 19 

7 7 63 

kk 

64 

Leicester 

34 14 

5 15 46 

45 

47 

Wolverhampton 

33 13 

8 12 41 

42 

47 

Everton 

34 13 

7 14 46 


46 

Watford 

33 13 

7 13 47 

48 

46 

West Ham 

34 12 

6 16 42 

52 

42 

AFC Bournemouth 

34 12 

5 17 49 

61 

41 

Crystal Palace 

34 11 

6 17 40 

46 

39 

Burnley 

34 11 

6 17 42 

60 

39 

Newcastle 

34 10 

8 16 32 

43 

38 

Southampton 

33 9 

9 15 39 

54 

36 

Brighton 

32 9 

6 17 32 

51 

33 

Cardiff 

33 8 

4 21 28 

63 

28 

Fulham 

34 5 

5 24 32 

76 

20 

Huddersfield 

34 3 

5 26 19 

67 

14 


CRICKET 

IPL, Mumbai: Royal Challengers Bangalore 

171-7 (20 overs; A B de ViLliers 75, M M ALi 50; 

S L Malinga 4-31); Mumbai Indians 172-5 (19 
overs; Q de Kock 40, H H Pandya 37no). Mumbai 
Indians won by 5 wickets 
RACING 

WINDSOR GOOD-GOOD TO FIRM IN 
PLACES 

2.00 1. INCENTIVE (Ben Curtis) 6-1; 2. Trotter 4-1 
fav; 3. Brockey Rise 8-1. 15 ran. hd. l hl (W Kittow). 
Tote: £7.50; £2.30, £2.10, £220. Exacta: £43.80. Tricast 
£204.59. Trifecta: £340.50. CS F: £2929. N R: Artscape. 
2.301. LAMBETH WALK (Oisin Murphy) 4-5 fav; 
2. Dr Simpson 11-4; 3. Maybellene 25-1 14 ran. 
2 1 /z t l, l 1 / 4L. (Archie Watson). Tote: £1.70; £1.10, £1.50, 
£7.70. Exacta: £4.50. Trifecta: £56.10. CSF: £2.73. 
3.00 1. BELLEVARDE (HoLLie DoyLe) 25-1; 2. The 
Daley Express 7-1; 3. Puds 7-1. 13 ran. 4-1 fav 
Enthaar (4th). nk. nk. (R J Price). Tote: £29.60; £5.50, 
£2.40, £2.50. Exacta: £206.50. Tricast: £1386.39. 
Trifecta: £2118.40. CSF: £190.93. 

3.30 1. KORCHO (Charlie Bennett) 15-2; 2. Albert 
Finney 4-1; 3. Little Rock 5-1 7 ran. 3-1 fav Gentle 
Look (4th). l hl 2 1 ld. (FI Morrison). Tote: £8.20; £3.30, 
£2.80. Exacta: £35.70. Tricast: £164.65. Trifecta: 
£276.10. CSF:£36.84. NRs: Sam Cooke, Spencers Son. 
4.00 1. TELECASTER (Oisin Murphy) 10-11 fav; 
2. Deal A Dollar 7-4; 3. Future Investment 40-1; 


4. Navigate By Stars 33-1. 16 ran. gl, 'hi, 3L. (FI 
Morrison). Tote: £1.80; £1.10, £1.10, £12.80. Exacta: 
£3.40. Trifecta: £62.00. CSF: £2.58. 

4-30 1. WALL OF SAPPHIRE (G Dobie) 13-2; 2. Re¬ 
demptive 7-1; 3. Poet’s Magic 9-1.13 ran. 4-1 fav Run 
After Genesis (9th). hd, V2L. (FI PaLmer). Tote: £7.50; 
£2.60, £2.20, £3.10. Exacta: £56.20. Tricast: £434.94. 
Trifecta: £474.50. CSF: £53.28. NR: Sea Of Marengo. 
5.00 1. KIRKLAND FOREVER (G Dobie) 8-1; 2. 
Broad Appeal 6-1; 3 - Mobham 33-1. 14 ran. 9-2 
fav Amaretto (llth). i 3 /z,L, shd. (Eve J-Floughton). 
Tote: £8.00; £3.10, £2.70, £10.30. Exacta: £69.90. 
Tricast: £1535.69. Trifecta: £2386.50. CSF: £5533. 
NRs: IncredibLe Dream, Watt Broderick. 

Jackpot: Not won, pool of £19,815.21 carried over 
to Newmarket. Placepot: £167.20. Quadpot: £58.00. 
Place 6: £143.42. Place 5: £73.16. 

TENNIS 

ATP MONTE-CARLO ROLEX MASTERS, 
MONTE-CARLO, MONACO: First round: P 

KohLschreiber (Ger) bt T Daniel (Japan) 6-16-3; 

(10) D MEDVEDEV (Rus) bt J Sousa (Portugal) 6-1 
6-1; R Albot (MoL) bt A Bedene (SLoven) 6-4 6-2; M 
Kukushkin (Kaz) bt J Chardy (Fr) 6-3 6-4; M KLizan 
(Slovak) bt F Delbonis (Arg) 7-6 (7-3) 7-5; D Lajovic 
(Serb) bt M Jaziri (Tun) 6-4 6-4; (16) D GOFFIN (Bel) 
bt G Andreozzi (Arg) 6-1 6-4; M Fucsovics (Hun) bt 
(12) N BASILASHVILI (Geor)7-5 3-6 6-1; L Sonego 
(It) bt A Seppi (It) 7-6 (7-4) 6-4; J Munar (Sp) bt L 
Catarina (Monaco) 6-0 6-3; (13) F FOGNINI (It) bt A 
Rublev (Rus) 4-67-5 6-4; (11) M CECCHINATO (It) 
bt D Dzumhur (Bih) 4-0 ret; J Struff (Ger) bt (15) D 
SHAPOVALOV (Can) 5-7 6-3 6-1; R Bautista Agut 
(Sp) bt J Millman (Aus) 3-6 6-1 6-1. 


PLAYING TODAY (FootbaLl 7 45pm unless stated) 

FOOTBALL 

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE QUARTER-FINAL 
SECONDLEG 

Barcelona (1) v Man Utd (0) (8). 

Juventus (1) v Ajax (1) (8)... 

PREMIER LEAGUE 

Brighton v Cardiff. 

LADBROKES SCOTTISH CHAMPIONSHIP 

Morton v Inverness CT. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE NORTH: 

Altrincham v Brackley. SOUTH: Truro City v 
Concord Rangers. 

CRICKET 

IPL.- Mohali: Kings XI Punjab v Rajasthan 
Royals (330). 

TENNIS 

ATP ROLEX MONTE-CARLO MASTERS (Monaco). 


Vettel faces tricky questions 
about Leclerc team orders 


By Philip Duncan 

Sebastian Vettel has been 
forced to defend his No 1 billing 
at Ferrari, as Lewis Hamilton 
took control of the world 
championship on Sunday. 

As Mercedes were 
celebrating their third 
one-two finish from as 
many rounds, Ferrari 
were dealing with 
a battle for driver 
supremacy which 
threatens to destabilise 
their season. 

The new man on the block, 
Charles Leclerc jumped Vettel at 
the first bend only for his team to 
order him out of Vettel’s way a few 
laps later. Leclerc, 21, protested: 
“I’m pulling away [from Vettel],” 
but then moved aside. 



Vettel (below) though 
would make no inroads on the 
Mercedes up front and further 
team preference for Vettel 
meant Leclerc finished fifth 
behind Max Verstappen. 
Ferrari are backing 
Vettel, but the drama is 
proving a distracting 
sideshow. Vettel is 
already 31 points 
behind Hamilton. 
Leclerc is one point 
further back. 

“It’s fair if you see the 
whole race,” said Vettel, 
when probed on Ferrari’s 
order. “I knew at the moment it 
happened, I would have to face 
these questions. The objective 
was to catch the Mercedes cars. 

I want to be ahead of Charles and 
he wants to be ahead of me.” 


RUGBYLEAGUE 

Edwards confirms U-turn 
over Wigan head coach job 


By Ian Laybourn 

Wigan aim to draw a line under the 
Shaun Edwards saga after confirm¬ 
ing his about-turn on their head 
coach position. Edwards, 52, ver¬ 
bally agreed a three-year deal last 
August to return to his hometown 
club as head coach from 2020. 

However, the Wales rugby union 
defence coach revealed after the 
Six Nations that he never signed the 
contract and, shortly afterwards, 
Wigan said he had asked for more 
time to consider his future. 

Yesterday’s announcement, 
therefore, came as no surprise and 
Edwards now looks set to stay on 
Wales’ backroom staff under new 
head coach Wayne Pivac after the 
World Cup in Japan. 


Edwards, who won every major 
domestic honour during a 15-year 
career with Wigan from 1983 to 
1997, said in a joint statement: 
“After much thought and delibera¬ 
tion, I wish to clarify my situation. 

“I will not be taking up the head 
coaching role at Wigan, the reason 
being my lack of preparation. 

“World Cup preparations have 
been brought forward a month 
and, as a result, I will be unable to 
spend eight weeks in Australia, as 
planned, on rugby league. 

“I feel Wigan need a more expe¬ 
rienced rugby league head coach 
than myself. 

“For me, this is not about money, 
this is about Wigan Warriors get¬ 
ting the best man for the job which, 
at the moment, I feel is not me.” 


TENNIS 


Schwartzman seals surprise 
win as Edmund capitulates 


British No 1 Kyle Edmund 
suffered a collapse at the Rolex 
Monte-Carlo Masters after 
losing 12 of the last 13 games 
to lose 4-6,6-3,6-1 in the 
first round to Diego 
Schwartzman. 

In a match lasting 
just over two hours, 
Schwartzman fought 
back in the second 
set as he won nine 
consecutive games to 
turn the match around. 

Edmund (right), who was 
knocked out of last week’s Grand 
Prix Hassan II in Marrakech 
by Jo-Wilfried Tsonga in the 
second round, took the first set 
in 50 minutes. 

The 17th-seeded Brit raced to 



a 3-0 lead in the second set but 
Schwartzman hit back to level 
matters at 3-3 before going on to 
claim it 6-3. 

The Argentine 
continued to dominate 
as he won the first 
three games of the 
Tfi third set-to extend 
his winning streak to 
| nine games-before 
Edmund briefly 
stopped the rot to make 
it 3-1, but Schwartzman 
won the next three games to 
seal the win. 

Next up for Schwartzman is 
a clash with the winner of the 
match between Tsonga and 
Taylor Fritz, which is first on 
court today. 
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FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 



Fine words, but football 
remains the place for racism 


T he idea for referees to 
be given the power to 
abandon matches in 
the face of racist abuse 
was proposed 15 years ago by 
the British government’s sports 
minister at the time, Richard 
Caborn. He wrote to Fifa 
complaining about crowds of 
Spanish supporters who racially 
abused England’s black players 
during a friendly in Madrid. 

Every time Ashley Cole and 
Shaun Wright-Phillips touched 
the ball they were met with racist 
chants and, at regular intervals, 
large sections of the Bernabeu 
sang: “If you’re not a f **king 
black jump up and down”. 

Fifa’s rules and regulations 
have evolved since Caborn 
made the plea - from the bigger 
changes, such as video assistant 
referees, to the minutiae, such 
as making it clear that in-game 
drinks breaks should not run 
longer than one minute or 
that throw-ins could not be 
taken sitting or kneeling. But 
when it came to the power for 
officials to call off a match due to 
racism, that particular machine 
rumbled slowly. 

Nothing really happened from 
2004 in that regard, until the 
2017 Confederations Cup when 
the Three-Step procedure was 
introduced - sounding more 
like a version of the Foxtrot 
than any kind of serious anti¬ 
racism powers - an initiative 
Fifa president Gianni Infantino 
boldly announced last summer, 
on the eve of the World Cup, 
would tackle racism in Russia. 

There were not reports of 
widespread racism at the World 
Cup - which was great, obviously. 
But then you got the impression 
that if there had been - in the 
desperate attempt at good PR 


for a nation beset by negative 
publicity in the tournament’s 
build-up - the racists knew that 
had they stepped out of line 
during the tournament they 
might have had a bag thrown over 
their heads and been bundled into 
the back of a van while walking 
to their car one morning. So it is 
not really an accurate measure 
of how effective the Three-Step is. 

Unperturbed by the lack of any 
real test of its powers, however, at 
the weekend Infantino called on 
footballing authorities across the 
world to use Three Steps to take 
the fight to the racists. 

It came in the go-to 
method of football clubs 
and authorities when 
locking horns with 
racism: the statement. 

(Given how few of the 
racists are able to read 
properly, one suspects, 
you wonder how far 
football’s leaders 
expect to get with this 
approach.) 

“Racism has no place 
in football,” Infantino said. Why 
do people keep saying this? Why 
do they keep saying racism has 
no place in football? Football 
is the place for racism. Want 
your small-minded, bigoted 
views to be amplified because 
you’re so insecure about your 
own existence? Go to a football 
match and start shouting. Or 
film yourself and your mates 
- all equally insecure about 
themselves, no doubt - chanting it 
in a bar, pre-match. 

Infantino implored the game’s 
authorities around the world 
to use the Three-Step process 
and adopt “a zero-tolerance 
approach” to incidents of racism 
in football. For those who don’t 
know, it works as follows: 


Infantino 
called on 
footballing 
authorities 
across the 
world to use 
Three Steps to 
take the fight 
to the racists 


1. If there is racist or 
discriminatory chanting, the 
referee can pause the match and 
request an announcement calling 
for it to stop. 

2. If it persists, the referee can 
suspend the game, and call for 
it to stop again over the public 
address system. 

3. If it persists still, the referee 
can abandon the game. 

That’s quite a lot of tolerance 
for a zero-tolerance approach. 

You may not be aware of any of 
this, because it has never been 
used properly in a game (Fifa 
confirmed to me that 
step one had never been 
used in its competitions) 
and it has been criticised 
by the head of English 
football’s own Football 
Association. 

Take the recent 
incident with Moise 
Kean, the teenage 
Juventus striker 
subjected to monkey 
chants by Cagliari 
supporters. The game 
was paused, a public address 
announcement made. That 
announcement was booed and 
jeered. Game commenced. Strong 
message sent there, lads. 

The FA’s chief executive, 

Greg Clarke, called out the 
ineffectiveness of the Three-Step 
in his speech at Uefa’s Equal 
Game conference at Wembley 
a couple of weeks ago. “The 
protocol asks the referee to stop 
the match if ‘racist behaviour 
is of a strong magnitude and 
intensity’,” Clarke said. “I don’t 
now think that is good enough.” 

He’s right. Are monkey chants 
not of a strong enough magnitude 
or intensity? Is anti-Semitism 
towards Mohamed Salah not of 
a strong enough magnitude or 
intensity? Is a banana thrown at 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
not of a strong enough magnitude 
or intensity? 

The threshold was apparently 
not met when Montenegro 
supporters racially abused 
Raheem Sterling, Danny Rose and 
Callum Hudson-Odoi, so when will 
it be met? When half the crowd 
don white hoods at half-time? 

It would have been good had 
Clarke, after introducing Equal 
Game’s purpose of opening up a 
discussion of “what is a hugely 
important challenge for both 
society and the game”, not then 
left the conference his governing 
body was hosting before anyone 
could have a proper conversation 
with him about it. Plenty of people 
were keen to speak to him about 
the issues, but he seemed keen to 
Foxtrot Oscar out of there. 



M oise Kean (right) is comforted by Juventus team-mate J oao Cancelo G ETTY 



Hughton expects 
big reaction from 
bis shell shocked 
Seagulls tonight 


Cardiff game could be make or break 
after hammering by Bournemouth 


By Ian Winrow 

Chris Hughton spent Sunday pick¬ 
ing over Saturday’s humiliating 5-0 
defeat to Bournemouth with 
his Brighton players and 
hopes the shock of that 
loss will galvanise them 
ahead of tonight’s 
highly-charged meet¬ 
ing with Cardiff City 
at the Amex Stadium. 

Victory for n 
Hughton’s side will ^ 
move them eight points 
clear of Neil Warnock’s 
team, who lie third bottom, 
but a third successive home defeat 
will leave Albion positioned pre¬ 
cariously just two points above the 



Brighton finished 
15th in the Premier 
League last season 
-their first since 
promotion - with 
40 points 


relegation zone ahead of a daunting 
run-in. 

The Albion manager held a meet¬ 
ing to go over Saturday’s horror show 
and he acknowledged the 
manner of his side’s defeat 
was a gift to Warnock, 
his opposite number, as 
both men attempt to 
gain an edge in a game 
that will have a major 
influence the outcome 
of the relegation battle. 
“If we were playing 
a team that was on the 
back of a poor performance 
then I would be doing every¬ 
thing I could to give my players the 
confidence of going there and getting 
a result,” said Hughton. “But that’s 
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Brighton’s Anthony 
Knockaert is sent off 
on Saturday 
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management.” He added: “I wouldn’t 
say it was a calm meeting because it’s 
about opinions. Sometimes the dif¬ 
ference between getting beat big and 
getting beat not so big, means you 
can put more emphasis on what the 
players need to do. 

“It can be that we need a bigger 
reaction because we were that bad 
on Saturday that we have no choice 
but to be a lot better. There was a lot 
wrong and they will have to make 
amends for it.” 

Brighton’s efforts weren’t helped 
by the dismissal of Anthony Knock¬ 
aert and Hughton warned that his 
side cannot afford another slip in 
discipline in what will inevitably be 
a tense atmosphere. “It’s hugely im¬ 
portant,” he added. “It’s important 
that we keep our composure, that we 
stick to a game plan and it’s impor¬ 
tant that we don’t allow ourselves to 
get frustrated.” 

Warnock, whose side lost 2-0 at 
Burnley, turned to Tiger Woods and 
the 43-year-old’s unlikely comeback 
victory in the Masters in his efforts to 
inspire his players to a win that would 
revive their hopes of avoiding an im¬ 
mediate return to the Championship. 

“We just have to look at the golf and 
at what Tiger has done - amazing,” 
Warnock said. “Nobody gave him a 
chance either; he has been written 
off that many times, and we have. 

“Obviously, over the last few weeks 
we have felt sorry for ourselves a 
few times. We haven’t got time to do 
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Cardiff City 

Possible teams for tonight's match at Amex Stadium 
Kick-off 7.45pm; 

Referee A Marriner (Birmingham) 


> Jwe were that bad on 
Saturday that we have no 
choice but to be a lot better. 
There was a lot wrong 

that [at Brighton] and if it’s not good 
enough then we accept it. But this is 
an opportunity to give ourselves a 


Table and fixtures 

PREMIER LEAGUE 
Bottom 

P W D L F A Pts 
Brighton 32 9 6 17 32 51 33 
Cardiff 33 8 4 2128 63 28 

Fulham (R) 34 5 52432 76 20 
Hud’fld(R) 34 3 52619 67 14 

REMAINING FIXTURES 

Brighton 
Tonight Cardiff (h) 

20 April Wolves (a) 

23 April Tottenham (a) 

27 April Newcastle (h) 

4 May Arsenal (a) 

12 May Man City (h) 

Cardiff City 
Tonight Brighton (a) 

21 April Liverpool (h) 

27 April Fulham (a) 

4 May Crystal Palace (h) 

12 May Man Utd (a) 

chance till the end of the season. We 
have to grab that.” 

Acknowledging that this game 
represents his side’s best chance, he 
added: “Yes, I think you can say that. 
I thought we had to beat Burnley and 
Brighton if I am honest, so we are al¬ 
ready one down. So it becomes even 
more important for both teams.” 


LIVERPOOL 


We were watching Tiger 
not City, reveals Robertson 


By Carl Markham 

Liverpool’s players opted to 
watch the Masters golf on 
Sunday rather than rivals 
Manchester City’s victory over 
Crystal Palace, left-back Andy 
Robertson has revealed. 

Pep Guardiola’s side briefly 
returned to the top of the table 
with a 3-1 win at Selhurst Park 
after kicking off two and a half 
hours before the Reds’ 2-0 defeat 
of Chelsea at Anfield. 

It is a scenario that will 
occur in the next two 
rounds of fixtures as 
City will again play 
before Liverpool. But 
Robertson said the 
players had become 
well-versed in 
blocking out the noise. 

“We had the golf 
on. I wanted Tiger to 
win it,” said the Scotland 
captain. “I was watching it with 
James Milner in the treatment 
room. I’m sure some of the lads 
were aware of the City score but 
it wasn’t something we spoke 
about. We didn’t know the City 
result beforehand but because 
we hadn’t heard anything we just 
guessed they had won. 

“This is the first time a lot 
of us have found ourselves in a 
position like this and you have 


MANCHESTER CITY 



to enjoy experiences like this. I 
think we’re all enjoying it. You 
saw that with our performance 
against Chelsea. Hopefully, we’ll 
be celebrating come the end. 

But we know there’s a lot of hard 
work still to be done.” 

While much of the talk 
has been about City winning 
a quadruple this season, 
Liverpool are still chasing a 
Premier League-Champions 
League double. They head to 
Porto today with a 2-0 advantage 
to take into their quarter-final 
second leg. 

“We want to go as 
far as possible in the 
Champions League 
and we’re taking it 
right to the wire in 
the Premier League, 
whether we win it 
or not remains to be 
seen,” added Robertson 
(left). “We want to win every 
competition we’re in and we’ll go 
flat out for both but we know how 
hard it’s going to be. 

“Every game is so big at this 
stage of the season. Every team is 
fighting for something and there’s 
a lot more pressure on you.” 

Merseyside Police are 
investigating after a flare was 
thrown shortly after Sadio 
Mane scored Liverpool’s opener 
against Chelsea. 


De Bruyne: I fell for media’s 
negative spin on Sterling 


By Carl Markham 

Kevin De Bruyne thought Manches¬ 
ter City team-mate Raheem Ster¬ 
ling was a “dickhead” before they 
met, after making assumptions 
based on how the England player 
had been portrayed in the media. 

The pair both joined City in the 
summer of 2015 in big-money deals, 
Sterling from Liverpool for £44m 
and De Bruyne from Wolfsburg for 
£55m. De Bruyne, after his brief spell 
at Chelsea, was well aware 
of his fellow new arrival’s 
reputation but was sur¬ 
prised to discover the man 
did not live up to his billing. 

“Before I came to Man- 


The tabloids 
claimed he 
was arrogant. 
So I guess I 


Chester City, I didn’t re- thought he’d 


ally know what to make 
of this Raheem Sterling 
guy,” the Belgium mid¬ 
fielder wrote in a piece in 
the Players’ Tribune. “I had 
never met him, and from 
what I’d read about him... 

I thought he was going to be a very 
different character. 

“The tabloids were always claim¬ 
ing that he was arrogant. So I guess 
I thought he’d be... what do the 
English call it? A bit of a dickhead, 
maybe? They said Raheem was this 
flashy guy who left Liverpool for 
money. They said I was ‘the Chelsea 
reject’. They said we were difficult 
characters. Then I got to City and I 


be... what do 
the English 
call it? A bit 
of a dickhead 


actually met Raheem, and we’d talk 
a bit after training, and I thought, 
‘Wait, this guy seems really cool. 
What’s the story here?’ 

“I really got to know Raheem, 
and I recognised what a smart and 
genuine person he is. He couldn’t be 
more different. This is the real truth: 
Raheem is one of the nicest, most 
humble guys I’ve met in football.” 

The perception of Sterling has 
shifted since he left Liverpool as a 
precocious teenager and his out¬ 
spoken views on racism, 
in addition to the way he 
has handled abuse on the 
pitch, have earned him 
much praise. 

Coupled with his form 
on the pitch, the England 
international is one of the 
leading candidates for 
this year’s Professional 
Footballers’ Association 
Player of the Year Award. 

With a bit more luck 
with injuries, De Bruyne 
could have been joining him on that 
list. “Raheem and I have this strong 
connection, because we arrived 
at City around the same time, and 
there was a lot of negativity about 
us in the press,” the Belgian added. 

“When I was at Chelsea, there 
was so much in the press about 
my relationship with Jose Mour- 
inho but the truth is that I only ever 
spoke to him twice.” 
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Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang blocks Watford goalkeeper Ben Foster’s attempted clearance for the only goal of the game last night G ETTY l MAG ES 


Arsenal make Watford suffer for 
aberrations from Foster and Deeney 


WATFORD 


e 


ARSENAL 

Aubameyang 10 
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By Will Magee 

AT VICARAGE ROAD 

So it was, on a bright spring evening 
over the urban wilds of Hertford¬ 
shire, that Arsenal returned to the 
scene of cojones- gate. It was here 
at Vicarage Road that, after a de¬ 
pressing 2-1 defeat to Watford last 
season in the dying embers of Ar- 
sene Wenger’s tenure, Troy Deeney 
questioned the heft of Arsenal’s man 
plums and somehow managed to get 
the football commentariat talking 
about testicles for a few weeks. 

Deeney has never been one for 
contrition, saying: “I might have 
been better off just saving it for the 
boozer afterwards, but I don’t ever 
regret it.” He who lives by the cojones 
dies by the cojones , sadly, as Deeney 
found out last night. 

Visibly pumped up before kick off, 
Deeney’s iron commitment lasted 
barely 10 minutes before he was 
sent off for clouting Lucas Torreira 
across the head with a raised arm. 
Deeney, utterly livid and outraged 
in that way that only guilty football¬ 
ers can be, spent a futile couple of 
minutes remonstrating with referee 
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Substitutions: Watford Success (Femenia, 59), Sema 
(Masina, 86); Arsenal OziL (Torreira, h-t), Guendouzi 
(Mavropanos, 59), Maitland-Niles (Ramsey, 68). 
Booked: Watford Capoue, Hughes 

Man of the match Mustafi. 

Match rating 6/10. 

Possession: Watford 34% Arsenal 66%. 

Attempts on target: Watford 3 Arsenal 6. 

Referee C Pawson (Sheff & Hallam). 

Attendance 20,480. 


Craig Pawson before marching off 
and tearing his shirt off in disgust. 
Though it wasn’t an elbow, per 
se, it was still a pointless show of 


Race for Champions League 

P W D L F A Pts 

3 Tottenham 33 22 1 10 64 34 67 

4 Arsenal 3320 6 76640 66 

5 Chelsea 34 20 6 8 57 36 66 

6 Man Utd 33 19 7 7 63 44 64 

Tottenham: Man C (a, 20/4), Brighton 
(h, 23/4), West Ham (h, 27/4), Bourne¬ 
mouth (a, 6/5), Everton (h, 12/5). 
Arsenal: Crystal. P (h, 21/4), WoLves (a, 
24/4), Leicester (a, 29/4), Brighton (h, 
4/5), BurnLey (a, 12/5). 

Chelsea: BurnLey (h, 22/4), Man U (a, 
28/4), Watford (h, 4/5), Leic’r (a, 12/5)1 
Man Utd: Everton (a, 21/4), Man C (h, 
24/4), Chelsea (h, 28/4) Hudd (a, 5/5), 
Cardiff (h, 12/5). 


machismo and the “stick one on ’em 
early, lads” mentality at its silliest. 

Deeney’s red card came barely a 
minute after an embarrassing mis¬ 
take by Watford goalkeeper Ben 
Foster, who allowed Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang several seconds of 
sprinting time before he deflected 
what should have been a routine 
clearance into the back of the net. 

Watford could easily have folded 
from there but they were actu¬ 
ally the better side for much of the 
match, bombarding Bernd Leno’s 
box with high balls and forcing him 
into several saves worthy of his 
highlights reel for the season. One 
in particular, from Etienne Capoue’s 



Troy Deeney leaves the pitch having 
been sent off last night 


whipped free-kick, even earned ap¬ 
plause from the home fans who were 
otherwise busy booing Pawson. 

In fact, the referee allowed Wat¬ 
ford a few robust challenges, not 
least a shin-high rake from Abdou- 
laye Doucoure on Torreira which 
may have contributed to Emery’s 
decision to sub him off for Mesut 
Ozil at half-time. 

Having won only one away game 
in the Premier League this calendar 
year, Arsenal’s ability to see out a 
win felt far from certain but the clos¬ 
est Watford came was when Andre 
Gray rounded Leno, but Ainsley 
Maitland-Niles leapt in with a cru¬ 
cial block. 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
JUVENTUSvAJAX 

Allegri demands 
more of intensity 
that beat Atletico 


Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri 
wants the same intensity his team 
showed in beating Atletico Madrid 
when they face Ajax Amsterdam in 
their Champions League quarter¬ 
final second leg. 

Juventus overturned a 2-0 deficit 
with a 3-0 win over Atletico in the 
previous round and, although a goal¬ 
less draw will suffice this time after 
last week’s 1-1 draw in Amsterdam, 
Allegri (below) is under no illusions. 

“The first leg result counts for 
nothing,” he said, adding that Ju¬ 
ventus needed to improve on their 
display in Amsterdam. “We need to 
be more lucid with our passing and 
we need to be more ac¬ 
curate in building 
attacks which we 
did less well in 
Amsterdam, 
and we must 
show great re¬ 
spect for Ajax. 

“We must 
also show the 
same intensity 
we showed against 
Atletico Madrid... If we do 
those things, we can progress to the 
next round.” 

Ajax have played seven away 
games in the competition this season, 
including the qualifying rounds, and 
are still unbeaten on the road. In the 
previous round, they won 4-1 at Real 
Madrid after losing 2-1 at home. 

Allegri confirmed that forward 
Mario Mandzukic would miss the 
match through injury and that vet¬ 
eran defender Giorgio Chiellini was 
also ruled out. 

Ajax, meanwhile, are hopeful that 
midfielder Frenkie de Jong will be 
fit. The 21-year-old went off after 22 
minutes of the Dutch league game 
against Excelsior Rotterdam on Sat¬ 
urday clutching his hamstring, but 
coach Erik ten Hag said it was a pre¬ 
caution. “We will see, we are positive 
he can play,” he said. 
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Possible teams for the match at Allianz Stadium 
Kick-off 8pm; TV BT Sport 3 (7.30pm). 

Referee C Turpin (Fr) 
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BARCELONA V MAN UTD 


Old boy Pique 
bars the way to 
unlikeliest of 
United victories 


Jonathan 
Liew 

IN BARCELONA _ 

OK, look. Nobody wants to read 
about Barcelona’s defending. We 
all know that’s not what they’re for. 
That’s not what sells the tour pack¬ 
ages and the summer soccer camps. 
Nobody plays as Barcelona on Fifa 
because they really want to take con¬ 
trol of Clement Lenglet. We get that. 
But ahead of the second leg of their 
Champions League quarter-final, 
perhaps it’s worth paying just a lit¬ 
tle attention to the area of the pitch 
that Manchester United will prob¬ 
ably have to breach at least twice if 
they want to progress. 

You rarely hear about Barcelona 
as an elite defensive unit, but even 
the biggest superstars need a plat¬ 
form. And as Barcelona reach the 
business end of what could be yet 
another treble-winning season, it is 
their unheralded back line, as much 
as their celebrated front two, that is 
the source of their power. 

A quick look at the numbers re¬ 
veals the scale of United’s task. 
Barcelona are unbeaten in 30 home 
games in the Champions League 
going back six years, scoring 93 
goals while - and here’s the scary 
bit - conceding just 15. They’ve con¬ 
ceded the fewest goals of any team 
in this season’s competition. If they 
didn’t have Lionel Messi and Luis 
Suarez and a well-earned if slightly 
grandiose reputation for hedonistic 
attacking perfection, we’d be exalt¬ 
ing them as defensive maestros. 

But there’s more than heritage at 
play here. Barcelona’s solidity under 
manager Ernesto Valverde is very 
much a recent phenomenon. Ear¬ 
lier in the season, they were leak¬ 
ing goals with such abandon that 
even the normally taciturn Lionel 
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Manchester United 

Possible teams for tonight's match at Nou Camp 
Kick-off 8pm; TV BT Sport 2 (7pm). 
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Messi was moved to criticism. “We 
must be stronger defensively,” he 
grumbled. “Last season we were 
difficult to score against. Now 
teams score against us from the 
slightest chance.” 

A large part of the reason for the 
recent turnaround has been the re¬ 
turn to form of Gerard Pique. Over 
recent weeks, he has been perhaps 
Barcelona’s outstanding performer, 
forging a winning partnership with 
Lenglet. “They are a great pairing, 
they are the security for us,” Sergio 
Busquets said after they secured a 
vital if ugly clean sheet at Old Traf- 
ford. And against his former club, 
you sense Pique again holds the key 
to a game in which United will be 
forced into the role of aggressors. 

Watch back Pique’s performance 



Gerard Pique chats with Lionel Messi during training yesterday REUTERS 


at Old Trafford and what’s striking 
is how much of his work could be cat¬ 
egorised as “old-school defending”. 
Perhaps the memory of his 
role in those three Cham¬ 
pions League-winning 
sides under Pep Guar- A 
diola and Luis En- A 
rique has somewhat 
coloured our view 
of Pique, who for all 
his technical ability 
and smooth passing 
has always been just 
as comfortable going to 
ground as he is staying on 
his feet, just as adept at grappling in 
the air as he is at calmly mopping up 
at the back. One thing is for certain: 
Romelu Lukaku will need to do his 
homework if he plays again, because 


+78 

In 30 unbeaten 
Champions League 
games at home 
Barcelona’s goal 
difference is 78 




he got virtually nothing out of Pique. 

Perhaps another reason why 
Pique’s evergreen excellence has 
somewhat slipped under 
the radar is that these 
days he is known for 
L so much else besides 
^ football. His business 
interests now extend 
far and wide. He 
has made no secret 
of his desire to join 
the Barcelona board 
after retirement, and 
even helped to broker the 
club’s sponsorship deal with 
Rakuten. Meanwhile, his marriage 
to the pop star Shakira continues 
to keep Spain’s tabloid gossip in¬ 
dustry afloat. Yet, when he is on his 
game, he remains, along with Sergio 


Man United at the Nou Camp 

Barcelona 2-0 Man Utd Mar 1984 
Graeme Hogg’s own goal, and 
Juan CarLos Rojo gave the Cata¬ 
lans a first-Leg Lead in the Uefa 
Cup-Winners’ Cup quarter-finaL, 
before United overturned the 
score at OLd Trafford to progress 
to the Last four. 

Barcelona 4-0 Man Utd N ov 1994 
ALex Ferguson’s doubLe winners 
were bLitzed in Spain, Hristo Sto- 
ichkov (two), Romario and Albert 
Ferrer finding the net. 

Barcelona 3-3 Man Utd N ov 1998 
United twice took the Lead in 
what was the second six-goaL 
group stage draw between the 
sides that autumn. 

Bayern M1-2 Man Utd May 1999 
Six months after that draw, Unit¬ 
ed returned to Spain for the finaL. 
Fading behind to Mario BasLer’s 
earLy free-kick, it took injury-time 
goaLs from Teddy Sheringham 
and OLe Gunnar SoLskjaer to 
snatch the cup from the Germans. 

Barcelona 0-0 Man Utd Apr 2008 
Cristiano RonaLdo missed from 
the spot for the visitors before 
United dug in to grind out a draw 
in this Champions League semi- 
finaL first Leg. A PauL SchoLes 
thunderboLt was enough to take 
United through on their way to 
winning the trophy. 


Ramos, Virgil van Dijk, Diego Godin 
and Giorgio Chiellini, in the very top 
bracket of global centre-halves. 

Valverde is widely regarded as 
Barcelona’s most pragmatic coach 
of recent times, and so perhaps it’s 
no accident that recent weeks have 
seen a renewed focus on defensive 
solidity. Naturally, Barcelona remain 
favourites to win handsomely, but if 
they’re to avoid a nasty shock, they’ll 
need to be wary of United’s speed on 
the counter-attack, their vigour and 
belief, their ability to change the 
tempo of a game and burgle some¬ 
thing out of nothing. 

United will need to outsmart 
Pique and his cohorts, and the evi¬ 
dence of recent months suggests 
that it may well be their toughest 
task of all. the independent 


Solskjaer optimistic underdogs can stage another comeback 


By David Charlesworth 

IN BARCELONA 

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer attempted 
to play down the significance 
of the 1999 Champions League 
final but the Manchester United 
manager believes it proved 
anything is possible in football. 

Solskjaer claimed a special 
place in the hearts of United 
supporters 20 years ago when his 
last-gasp strike against Bayern 
Munich at the Nou Camp sealed 
an unforgettable Treble. 

Now the club’s manager, the 
Norwegian returned to the 
ground yesterday as his side bid 


to overturn a 1-0 deficit in their 
Champions League quarter-final. 

Solskjaer refused to dwell too 
much on the past but believes 
United can prevail against the 
Spanish champions tonight. 

He said: “Of course, it’s a 
fantastic memory for me. It’s the 
only time I’ve been on the pitch, 
but I don’t really look back on 
that night too often. 

“My job now is to make us play 
better than in the first game. 

“I was a player back then. In 
football anything can happen at 
any time and we know that we can 
still be in this tie. It’s about the 
quality though. 



Alexis Sanchez is back in United’s 
squad for tonight’s game 


“We need to defend well 
but, going forward, we need to 
score. If we keep a clean sheet, 
we can still be in the tie in the 
93rd minute.” 

Solskjaer thinks his players 
should be emboldened by their 
fightback against Paris Saint- 
Germain in the last 16. 

Following a 2-0 loss at Old 
Trafford, United responded in 
spectacular fashion with a 3-1 
victory at the Parc des Princes to 
progress on away goals. 

Solskjaer recognises the 
abilities of a Barcelona side who 
have won four European Cups 
since 2006 but remains bullish. 


He said: “That memory from 
PSG will help the players, will 
help us as a team. We know we 
can turn things round. 

“Of course Barcelona here 
at the Nou Camp is a difficult 
prospect but the memory from 
that night will live with the 
players. It’s not that long ago and 
we’re one goal better off.” 

Alexis Sanchez is in contention 
to make a return against his 
former club after six weeks on the 
sidelines because of a knee injury. 

Solskjaer said: “For Alexis it’s 
a big night and when he’s on the 
pitch I’m sure he wants to prove 
a point.” 





















FOOTBALL 

Aubameyang 
hits winner - 
Deeney is 
the sinner 



FOOTBALL 

Solskjaer says 
United can 
conjure 

another miracle 



Warner and 
Smith in 
Aussie World 
Cup squad 
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Golf 


THE MASTERS 


Nicklaus: A 
healthy Tiger 
can break my 
Majors record 


By Phil Casey 

IN AUGUSTA 

Jack Nicklaus has always believed 
a healthy Tiger Woods would equal 
or surpass his record of 18 Majors, 
even if he was joking when he said 
the prospect had him “shaking in his 
boots”. 

Woods, who underwent spinal fu¬ 
sion surgery in April 2017, needed a 
nerve block just to be able to attend 
the Champions Dinner two years 
ago and told Nicklaus, “I’m done”. 
However, Nicklaus never doubted a 
healthy Woods would win again and 
challenge his record. 

“I don’t ever pull against anybody,” 
the 79-year-old said. “Nobody wants 
their record to be broken but I cer¬ 
tainly wouldn’t want Tiger 
to be hurt and not be able 
to do it and now he’s pretty 
healthy and playing well 
and I wish him well. 

“I was sitting there 
watching and saying, ‘He’s 
playing so much better than 
anybody else, he deserves to 
win.’ You watch how smart 
he played, how he used his 
head at 12 and put the ball in 
the middle of the green, how 
he hit the ball left of the pin on 13, hit 
the middle of the green on 14 and 15. 

“Every shot I saw him play was a 
smart shot, and when you’ve got a 
guy who plays smart shots like that 
and plays them well, he should be 
your winner. You just watched it all 
day long and thought, This is a man 
who is possessed, he’s absolutely 
under total control and he’s going to 
get it done.’ And he did. 

“I kept saying I think he will [win 
another Major]. It all depended on 
Tiger’s health. I don’t think he needed 
to worry about his driver, he never hit 
the ball straight anyway. From some¬ 
where he got it up around the green. 

“Tiger is such a great putter, has 
such a great short game, such great 


distance control with his irons - the 
best I’ve ever seen - and if you get a 
guy that can do that he’s going to win 
again. And he topped it off this week 
by driving the ball well with it. It was 
a very, very special week for him.” 

But while Nicklaus can enjoy the 
chase from the comfort of the side¬ 
lines, golf’s current generation will 
be concerned about having to deal 
with a rejuvenated Woods following 
his 15th Major victory at Augusta. 

The likes of Rory Mcllroy, Dustin 
Johnson, Brooks Koepka and Jor¬ 
dan Spieth cannot say they were not 
warned either, Woods leading last 
year’s Open Championship with eight 
holes to play and finishing runner-up 
to Koepka at the US PGA. 

The 43-year-old then held off Mcll¬ 
roy and world No 1 Jus- 
I uiae eittimr tin R° se to win the Tour 
. . . * Championship in Atlanta 

there watching last September, his 80th 
PGA Tour title and first 
since 2013. 

“The win at East Lake 
was a big confidence- 
booster for me because I 
had come close last year a 
couple of times and I didn’t 
quite do it,” Woods said. 
“East Lake was a big step 
for me, confirming that I could still 
win out here and against the best 
players, because obviously it’s the 
hottest 30 guys for the year. 

“To be able to do that against Rory 
and Rosey there gave me a lot of 
confidence going into this year, and 
I said, you know, just keep building 
on it and let’s try to get the mind and 
body peaking towards Augusta.” 

Asked about the prospect of equal¬ 
ling or beating the record of Nicklaus, 
who amazingly also finished runner- 
up in 19 majors, Woods added: “I re¬ 
ally haven’t thought about that yet. 

“I’m sure that I’ll probably think 
of it going down the road. Maybe, 
maybe not. But right now it’s a little 
soon and I’m just enjoying 15.” 


and saying, 
‘he’s playing 
so much 
better than 
anyone else, 
he deserves 
to win’ 



How the world reacted to Tiger’s victory 


Congratulations, Tiger! To come 
back and win the Masters after aLL 
the highs and Lows is a testament to 
excellence, grit and determination. 

Barack Obama 

Congratulations to Woods, a truly 
Great Champion! 

President Trump 

I SALUTE YOU inspired 

LeBron James 


TIGER TIGER WOODS YALL!!!!!!!!! As 
People’s would say, “ Tiger Woo, I 
Like he”! 

Samuel L Jackson 

What a comeback!!! Congrats on 
winning The Masters #green 

Hugh Jackman 

Never stop chasing your crazy 
dream. #justdo it 

Nike 


Congrats Tiger! What a performance. Very few people really know what 
Tom Brady Woods has been thru to get back to 

this point. So cool seeing him with 




RUGBY UNION 

Vunipola warned over support for Folau comment 


Sport 
Matr s 

The stories you 
need to know 


r 


Billy Vunipola has been formally support of Australia full-back and 

warned about his future conduct fellow devout Christian Folau, who 

by Saracens after the No 8 stated that “hell awaits” for 

defended a homophobic “homosexuals”. 

Instagram post by Saracens, who held 

Israel Folau. “lengthy discussions” on 

The England forward Ft ^ Sunday with their 

posted a message on the ^ No 8, branded Vunipola’s 

social media website on actions “a serious error 

Friday that included the of judgement”, 

line: “Man was made for A club statement 

woman to procreate that read: “We recognise the 

was the goal no?”. complexity of different belief 

Vunipola (right) was acting in systems and understand Billy’s 


intention was to express the word of 
God rather than cause offence. 

“However, he made a serious 
error of judgement in publicly 
sharing his opinion, which is 
inconsistent with the values of 
the club and contravenes his 
contractual obligations. 

“The player has been formally 
warned about his future conduct.” 

Vunipola insisted that his 
“intention was never to cause 
suffering” but he stopped short of 
offering an apology. 
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Tiger Woods 
holdsthe 
Masters 
Trophy aloft as 
he enjoys his 
victory GETTY 



Tida, Sam, Charlie, Erica and the rest 
of the team behind 18 green. Couldn’t 
be happier for him! What a great day 
for golf! #TheMasters 

Rory Mcllroy 

Greatest comeback story in sport! 
Congrats. Let me hold one of those 5 
jackets one time! 

Stephen Curry 

I am in tears watching. This is great¬ 
ness Like no other. Knowing all you 
have been through physically to 
come back and do what you just did 
today? Wow congrats a million time! 


I am so inspired thank you buddy. 

Serena Williams 

OK OK THIS IS JUST TOO MUCH. 
Ahhhhhhl! Anyone else bawling their 
eyes out right now?! 

Michelle Wie 

It has been a Long <& uncertain 
journey of 14 years since your Last 
Green Jacket. A monumental chal¬ 
lenge. For most an impossible task. 
But not for you. Congratulations 
Tiger. So special for you <& your 
family. So great for the game of golf. 
Gary Player 


When Woods wears jacket, 
everybody banks a cheque 


Kevin 
Garside 

CHIEF SPORTS 
CORRESPONDENT 

G olf is no different from 
other sports in its 
desire for the next big 
thing. In golf, the next 
big thing is the last big 
thing: Tiger Woods. 

Woods asked for a few days to 
absorb the significance of his 15th 
major championship. Take all the 
time you need, Tiger. You are not 
the only one walking on air. The 
whole of golf is wearing a green 
jacket this morning, celebrating 
the lottery win that is the 
return of Woods to the summit 
of the game. When Woods wins, 
everybody banks a cheque. 

Over the many troubled 
episodes in Woods’s recent 
past, when it seemed he might 
never recover, players asked 
to comment would pay tribute 
to his impact on the game and 
their careers. Phil Mickelson 
in particular was effusive in his 
thanks, reminding the rich young 
things that playing for a million 
bucks every week was not a thing 
before Woods came along. He 
made them all rich. 

The assumption was that 
Woods would not be coming back. 
The game was busy grooming 
new idols, building statues to 
the likes of Rory and Jordan, DJ 
and Ricky, Brooks and JT. They 
have all had their moments in 
the post-Tiger age, generating 
their own unique motifs. As good 
as they are, they have not been 
able to stem the slow decline 
in participation, nor maintain 
the levels of interest among 
broadcasters and sponsors. 

When Tiger contends, he 
doesn’t move the needle, he 
blows it out of the bloody park. 
Golf can’t believe its luck. When 
Augusta National chairman Fred 
Ridley said how thankful the 
Masters was to have him back 
as champion, he was speaking 
for every major venue, every 
tournament at which the Tiger 
puts a tee in the ground. And 




Francesco Molinari takes a drop 
after pitching into water on the 15th 


to think, nine years ago, Woods 
received a pep talk in morality 
from Ridley’s predecessor, Billy 
Payne, during the chairman’s 
traditional pre-tournament 
address. Woods was asked to 
reflect on his conduct following 
his infidelity and public fall. 

That was before the injuries 
struck, the four back surgeries, 
the yips, the rankings decline, the 
last chance Harley Street saloon, 
the Florida police mug shot and 
the viral video of Woods unable to 
walk a straight line. 

Some claim Ben Hogan’s 
comeback after his near-fatal 
car accident was more profound. 
Hogan never had to deal with 
the moral opprobrium heaped 
on Woods, never had to walk 
through blue velvet curtains 
at the PGA Tour headquarters 
in Ponte Vedra to deliver a mea 
culpa in front of an assembled 
audience that included his 

As far as we know, Ben 
Hogan never had to run 
from an outraged wife 
wielding a golf club 


mother. And, as far as we 
know, never had to run from 
an outraged wife wielding a 
golf club and read about it via 
global media. 

That Woods is back in green 
23 months after collapsing at 
the wheel of his car under the 
influence of prescription drugs, 
his face a bloated caricature 
flashing across the internet, is 
beyond remarkable. Yet here he 
is fully restored, a doting role 
model for single dads, a beacon 
for all that is good in golf. 

Sport loves a winner, but not as 
much as it loves a champion that 
climbs off the deck. Witness the 
love for Tyson Fury when he rose 
from the dead in the 12th round of 
his heavyweight world title fight 
against Deontay Wilder last year. 
Fury was nobody’s idea of a hero 
until the moment he resisted 
Wilder’s hammer. 

And for those readers who 
think sport starts and ends with 
the Premier League, here is a 
reminder of what’s out there 
should you be minded to get 
your heads up. Golf, like cricket, 
tennis, rugby league and all 
those other sports fighting for 
broadcast attention, has its 
own inherent appeal. Tell me 
another pursuit that throws so 
many variables at a climax and 
invites the leaders to meet such 
harrowing ends. 

Poor Frankie Molinari. 

Gallows humour was all he had 
left after dumping his ball, and 
the lead with it, in the water 
twice on the back nine. Who 
knows what lasting damage that 
might have inflicted. Molinari’s 
demise triggered a feeding frenzy 
as golf’s piranha club closed on 
the prize. Johnson, Koepka, Day, 
Fowler, Schauffele, Cantlay all 
had a go but none could resist 
golf’s returning alpha. 

Tiger is back and all of a 
sudden people are talking about 
the PGA Championship, golf’s 
forgotten major. The tournament 
moved to May this year from 
August in search of renewal and 
relevance. Its worries are over. 
Woods has put it, and golf, back 
on the map. 
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Anscombe accepts 
deal to join Ospreys 

Gareth Anscombe will leave Cardiff 
Blues at the end of the season to join 
PROM rivals Ospreys. The Wales 
fly-half, 27, had been offered a new 
contract by Blues and was also linked 
with Harlequins, Bath and Bristol. 

“I’m delighted to have secured my 
future to play professional rugby in 
Wales and to be joining the Ospreys. 
I am very happy to finally be able to 
put pen to paper during what’s been 
an unsettling time and commit to 
staying in Wales,” Anscombe said. 


Aneke racist abuse condemned 

MK Dons say they are “appalled” statement Tranmere insist they 

after their forward Chuks _ have a “zero tolerance of hate 

Aneke was the subject of a crime”. They have referred the 

racist social media post post to the police and vowed 

on Sunday. A to impose bans if any of 

Thelnstagram / their fans are involved, 

post was published A statement from MK 

following a 2-1 defeat Dons said: “Like many 

by Tranmere, allegedly \ / in the game, MK Dons 

by a Rovers supporter. V 1 are distressed by the 
Dons described the increasing number of racism 

abuse in a statement incidents which are sadly, and 

as “totally disgusting and once again, tarnishing football.” 

unacceptable”, while in a separate » Sam Cunningham, p50 


E verton’s Gomes 
charged by FA 

Everton’s Andre Gomes has been 
charged with violent conduct for 
his tackle on Aleksandar Mitrovic 
during Saturday’s Premier League 
defeat at Fulham, the Football 
Association has announced. 

The Portuguese midfielder 
appeared to stamp on Mitrovic in 
stoppage time in an incident in the 
95th minute which was not seen by 
referee Lee Probert. 

Gomes is on a season-long loan 
from Barcelona. 


Sport on tv 


Cycling: Tour of Turkey 

Eurosport, llam 

Horse Racing: Newmarket 

ITV4,1.30pm 

Cricket: Kings XI v Royals 
BT Sport l, 3.15pm 
Football: Barcelona v Man Utd 
BT Sport 2,7pm 
Football: Juventus v Ajax 
BT Sport 3,7.30pm 
Golf: Long Drive Championship 
Sky Sports Golf, 9pm 
Baseball: Yankees v Red Sox 
BT Sport/ESPN, 11.30pm 
















2020 EARLY BOOKING OFFER 

SAVE £100pp 

ON 2020 DEPARTURES 



BOOK ON OR BEFORE 
31 ST MAY 201 9 * 


2 FORI 

FLIGHT UPGRADE OFFER 


AVAILABLE ON SELECTED TOURS IF YOU BOOK 
BEFORE 31 ST MAY 2019* 


_ 





FIVE-STAR INDIA’S GOLDEN TRIANGLE, 
TIGERS & SHIMLA 

14 DAYS FROM £1,995 



Marvel at historic temples, spot an elusive tiger and visit beautiful palaces and gardens as we 
explore kaleidoscopic India, taking in tranquil of Shimla, enigmatic Delhi, the ‘Pink City’ of 
Jaipur and Agra with its marble icon, the Taj Mahal. 

-ITINERARY- 


Days 1-2. Fly to Delhi. We depart from London 
Heathrow on our flight to Delhi, arriving on Day 2. 
We spend the night at the Taj Palace. 

Days 3-5. Shimla. We board the Shatabdi 
Express to Kalka, where we join the Toy Train’ 
for a journey through the mountains to Shimla. 
Our sightseeing tour on Day 4 introduces us to 
Shimla’s local colonial heritage. On Day 5 you 
are free to explore. Alternatively, you could 
join an optional excursion to upper Shimla and 
Wildflower Hall (payable locally). 

Days 6-7. Old and New Delhi. We return to Delhi 
for two nights. On Day 7 we visit Old Delhi, taking 
a rickshaw ride to Chandni Chowk. We also visit 
the Jama Masjid, Raj Ghat, and Delhi’s Red Fort. 
Later we explore New Delhi, seeing India Gate, 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan, Humayun’s Tomb and 
Qutab Minar. 

Days 8-9. The Taj Mahal, Agra Fort and 
Fatehpur Sikri. We rail to Agra, where we visit 
the Red Fort and the iconic Taj Mahal, a truly 
breathtaking sight. On Day 9 we travel by coach 
to Fatehpur Sikri, a 16th century sandstone 
city, for a tour. We continue to Ranthambore 
and check into our hotel, on the border of 
Ranthambore National Park. 


Days 10-11. Ranthambore. Ranthambore 
National Park is one of the best places in the 
world to spot tigers, and we hope to catch a 
glimpse of these majestic creatures on our game 
drive this afternoon. We have a further morning 
game drive on Day 11, before continuing to Jaipur 
for two nights. 

Day 12. Jaipur. We enjoy a tour of the ‘Pink City’ 
today, travelling by Jeep to the Amber Fort to 
explore the palace complex. Later, we see the City 
Palace, the 18th century Astronomical Observatory 
and the beautiful Palace of the Winds. 

Days 13-14. Delhi and home. This afternoon we 
drive back to Delhi for our final evening. On Day 
14, we fly to London, arriving in the afternoon. 





WHAT’S INCLUDED 


• Fully escorted by a UK Tour Manager from 
start to finish 

• Return flights from London Heathrow to Delhi 

• All rail and coach travel throughout 

• 12 nights’ hotel accommodation 

• 30 meals including 12 breakfasts, 6 lunches 
and 12 dinners 

• Journeys on the Shatabdi Express and 
UNESCO-listed Toy Train 

• Guided tour of Delhi, Shimla and Jaipur 

• Visit to the iconic Taj Mahal 

• Excursions to Fatehpur Sikri and the Amber Fort 

• 2 game drives in Ranthambore National Park 

• Expert talk from a specialist guest speaker 


DEPARTURES 


30CT19 

£2,095 

27 FEB 20 

£2,495 

60CT19 

£2,395 

4 MAR 20 

£2,495 

20OCT19 

£2,095 

8 MAR 20 

£2,445 

24 OCT 19 

£2,445 

15 MAR 20 

£2,345 

31 0CT19 

£2,445 

19 MAR 20 

£2,295 

14 NOV 19 

£2,345 

26 MAR 20 

£2,195 

17,21 NOV 19 

£2,295 

2 APR 20 

£2,095 

19 DEC 19 

£2,595 A 

10 SEP 20 

£1,995 

16 JAN 20 

£2,295 

17 SEP 20 

£2,095 

23 JAN 20 

£2,345 

24 SEP 20 

£2,195 

30 JAN 20 

£2,445 

4 OCT 20 

£2,395 

2,9,13 FEB 20 

£2,495 

7 OCT 20 

£2,445 

20 FEB 20 

£2,495 

15 OCT20 

£2,495 


Departures between October and December 2020 also available. Please call 
for details. 


A 19th December 2019 departure offers FREE Premium Economy upgrade. 



EUROPE I WORLDWIDE I THE GREAT BRITISH ISLES I EXCLUSIVE RIVER CRUISING 


Call 01904 734335 or visit www.GreatRail.com/LTC to BOOK NOW 
Our UK tour advisors are here 7 days a week 





Discover the world, the Great Rail Way I UK’s Leading Rail Holiday Company 


This tour may be suitable for reduced mobility passengers. Please call for details. Book with 100% confidence, flight-inclusive holidays are ATOL or ABTOT protected, non flight-inclusive holidays are protected by 
ABTOT. Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are per person, based on 2 people sharing. Prices may change prior to and after publication. Itinerary may differ depending on the departure date you 
choose. fBook on or before 31st May 2019 and save £100 per person on selected 2020 Worldwide holidays. The early booking discount varies depending on the price of the departure. Prices do not include the discount. 
*The 2 for 1 London Flight Upgrade Offer is dependent upon availability. The 2 for 1 RTW Flight Upgrade Offer is only available on bookings made on or before 31st May dependent on availability and does not apply to 
bookings made after this date. Normal cancellation conditions will apply to ail bookings. The 2 for 1 RTW Flight Upgrade Offer must be claimed by quoting code RTW2FOR1 and the claim made at the time of booking. 
Terms and conditions apply. Please call for further details. Calls will be recorded. 
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